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HARMONY IN FLAVORS. 


HE articles which have been appear- 
ing regularly of late in the columns 
of this journal giving suggestions 

for the improvement of the National 
Pharmacopoeia are attracting considera- 
ble attention and will doubtless lead to 
discussion on the various points brought 
up at the Pharmacopoeial Convention in 
Washington next May. Among the in- 


-tresting. articles in this series, that by W. 


A. Dawson, of Hempstead, N. Y., on the 
subject of elixirs is worthy of special 
note. Of course the palatability of a given 
Preparation is not to be considered of 
prime importance, therapeutic value be- 
ing the end aimed at. But when by a lit- 
tle study and care the palatability of a 
preparation may be increased without at 
the same time lessening its therapeutic 
efficacy, why not do so? Elixirs belong 
to that class of preparations whose mer- 
its rest almost entirely upon their taste 
and flavor, and, conceding this, every ef- 
fort in the direction of increasing their 
palatability should be encouraged. Some 
of the defects of the official elixirs are 
pointed out in Mr. Dawson’s article. 
Simple elixir, for example, is used only 
for its flavor; therefore it should have a 
clean, sweet flavor instead of the queer 
compound of opposing flavors which now 
characterizes it. The druggist could learn 
something from the confectioner, the 
cordial manufacturer or the perfumer on 
the subject of harmony of flavors. Piesse’s 
“Harmony in Odor” would furnish sug- 
gestive reading in this connection. 


ARMY REORGANIZATION. 


HILE there is not the slightest pos- 
sibility that Mr. McClellan’s army 
bill will ever attain the dignity of 

even a vote in the present Congress, it is 
a matter of regret that notwithstanding 
the strenuous agitation in favor of the re- 
organization of the medical supply serv- 
ice of the army, which has gone forward 
during the past two years, Mr. McClel- 
lan does not propose any material change 
in the Medical Corps except the introduc- 


tion of one “hundred pharmacists with a 
compensation of $40 per month and the 
allowances of acting hospital stewards.” 
This is an absurd plagiarism from the or- 
iginal Hull reorganization bill as intro- 
duced in 1898. The kind of pharmacists 
needed in the army are not the kind who 
can be obtained at a compensation of $40 
per month with absolutely no) chance for 
promotion or improvement in their posi- 
tion. This was pointed out very vigorous- 
ly to Congressman Hull and he quietly 
dropped this provision from his bill. If 
Mr. McClellan’s bill had the slightest 
chance of ultimate enactment we should 
urgently advise him to omit the provision 
for pharmacists entirely, for we think that 
neither the service nor pharmacy would 
be benefited by it. What is needed is a 
group of commissioned officers of marked 
skill and pharmaceutical ability, whose 
pay and rank would be commensurate 
with the pay and the social position oc- 
cupied by the men who purchase, test and 
superintend the distribution of pharma- 
ceutical products-and drugs on a large 
scale in civil life. Until we have such a 
corps we shall continue to have com- 
plaints regarding the character of the 
medical supply service of the army. 


SUNDAY SALES OF 
TOBACCO. 


A case of interest to the drug trade has 
just been decided by the Supreme Court. 
The defendant was a tobacconist. The 
case involves the question whether a 
storekeeper who sells both tobacco and 
drugs, violates this statute, if he sells 
two cigars and a piece of tobacco to a 
policeman on Sunday, saying to the po- 
liceman, who keeps mute: “I will sell 
them to you as drugs.” The Superior 
Court ruled that defendant’s statement 
would not constitute a defence, and ex- 
cluded it as evidence, and he excepted. 
He claims the right to sell cigars and to- 
bacco on the Lord’s day if he sold them 
as drugs and medicines, which the statute 
permits the sale of, and that under the 
circumstances mentioned he was selling a 
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“drug” within the meaning of the statu- 
tory exemption. The commonwealth 
says that “if this case charged a sale on 
the Lord’s day of woolen stockings or of 
beef broth, the court could well say that 
the mere statement of the defendant that 
he sold them as drugs did not alter their 
inherent characteristics so as to make 
them ‘drugs,’ and that the court below 
had the right to say that cigars and to- 
bacco sold by a tobacconist who had a 
drug department in his store were not 
drugs or medicines within the meaning of 
the law.” 

This decision is of great general im- 
portance as establishing a ruling which 
will affect the sale of tobacco on Sunday 
in a great many States, for its sale has 
been permitted in other States than 
Massachusetts on the plea that it was a 
drug. In point of fact there is no ques- 
tion but that tobacco is a drug under cer- 
tain circumstances, but it is equally clear 
that in the form of cigars and of plugs 
prepared for chewing it is not a drug. 


THE ART OF THE CLERK. 


HE art of selling proceeds primarily 
from a natural gift, just as the 
highest productions of the musical 

composer and the sculptor are the re- 
sult of an elemental love of beauty in 
sound and form. The boy at school who 
rids himself at will, and advantageously, 
of the treasures for which he has no 
present use, uncovers to a discerning eye 
the beginning of what in due time may 
be a rounded career, as promoter of large 
enterprises, wholesale or retail. Selling 
is a special work in the economy of mer- 
cantile transactions. In all large business 
establishments this fact is recognized, 
and in the perfection of modern methods 
the buyer and seller have little in com- 
mon, save that of being associated under 
different wings of the same general in- 
dustry. 

A few suggestions concerning the 
things which make for prosperity in re- 
tail selling are here given, not as definite 
rules of action, inasmuch as circum- 
stances must always alter or at least 
modify rules of salesmanship. The foun- 
dation stones of a satisfactory superstruc- 
ture in building up a retail business are 
good manners, proceeding from a sense 
of fairness and some perception of the 
principles of the Golden Rule. The seller 
who is a weaver of falsehoods and habitu- 
ally misrepresents the truth concerning 
his goods, is soon found out, and suffers 
loss of custom for his mendacity and 
shortsightedness. Honesty and good 
purpose are as essential to profitable sell- 
ing as in any other procedure connected 
with human interests. The salesman ac- 
credited with probity, decorous behavior, 
and consideration for the wants and de- 
sires of his customers, will find it much 





easier to dispose of his stocks than one 
less scrupulous. Affability, patience, de- 
termination to please, are always neces- 
sary. To withhold praise from a com- 
modity when the salesman knows full 
well that his customer will not be bene- 
fited by its purchase calls into exercise 
the best impulses of the seller, and puts 
him on a plane above what might other- 
wise be entirely sordid in his pursuit. 
These impulses when properly followed 
lead to the formation of a character, com- 
manding respect and success. 


TACT AS AN ACCOMPLISH- 
MENT. 


. 


A ig Neapolitan proverb, “The buyer 





has need of a hundred eyes, the 

seller of but one,” is not applicable 
to just dealing as known and practiced 
to-day; but, nevertheless, the seller is not 
to be restrained from the use of reason- 
able tact in the accomplishment of his 
own ends. Indeed, if integrity and good 
manners are essential in good selling, 
tact may be called a third potentiality. All 
men have their foibles, and a knowledge 
of human nature. may very properly be 
used as an aid in selling. The varied 
ways in which tact may be manifested are 
almost limitless. It is not wise, for one 
thing, to tell a prospective customer un- 
decided as to making a purchase, all of 
the good points in an article at once. 
Have something saved for presentation in 
case of final need, and be prepared with 
fuller proof of expediency in making the 
contemplated purchase, if called for in 
order to really convince. Represent all 
things exactly as they are, but the seller 
is not expected to foolishly parade all the 
reasons why the exchange of cash for 
goods should not perhaps be instantly 
made—for the reason that a suitable dili- 
gence and knowledge are presumably ex- 
pected as much on the part of the buyer 
as on the part of the seller. 

A good salesman should be able to ex- 
plain why products of superior quality can 
naturally command better prices than 
those which are inferior in quality, or in 
any other detail of excellence. He must be 
familiar with stocks of drugs carried, and 
know pretty nearly what idea he wishes 
to convey to the mind of the person to 
whom he would sell. His own knowledge 
will give him confidence to speak as one 
having authority, and so his recommenda- 
tion will be effective. The salesman should 
make no statement which he can not sup- 
port. These hints may well be pondered 
in contemplation of the meaning of the 
word “tact,” as applied to business deal-- 
ings. 

But the sagacious salesman will not do 
all the talking. With “ear attentive” he 
will deferentially listen to what his cus- 
tomer has to say, and will endeavor for 
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the time being to put himself in the 
other’s place. It will be remembered 
that the two knights who fought with 
fatal consequences, after disputing wheth- 
er a certain shield was made of gold, one 
claiming that it was, while the other in- 
sisted that it was silver, had neither one of 
them seen more than one side of it. Thus 
a misunderstanding as a result of an indis- 
position on the part of the salesman to 
listen, may prevent a sale. By courteous 
listening, the salesman prepares himself 
to offer stocks which are apt to be ac- 
cepted. In this way it is possible to es- 
tablish sympathy between the two par- 
ties, productive of an amiable and recep- 
tive mood very favorable for business 
purposes. In short, a good listener is 
oftentimes as much a salesman as the 
most fluent and voluble of talkers, who, 
perhaps, has no notion of the ideas dom- 
inating the mind of the prospective pur- 
chaser. 





THE DRUGGIST AS A 
MERCHANT. 

UCH talking may not be required 
in selling merchandise, but never- 
theless there is ample opportunity 

for timely remarks by the seller or his 
employee, and a single word in due 
season may be worth more than a 


long paragraph or _ sentence. The 
province of the salesman is clearly 
not without special importance. Re- 


spectful attention to the expressed wish 
of the customer; alacrity in waiting upon 
the person expecting to be served; an in- 
clination to guard against haughtiness 
and imperious address, all favor the suc- 
cessful salesman; and by the same token 
also does a frank, cheerful offering of the 
best duty to the apparently insignificant 
and comparatively impecunious buyer. 
To the infirm, old and personally unat- 
tractive, the skilful salesman will be es- 
pecially devoted in attention, and in case 
of any exhibition of gross ignorance, he 
will give enlightenment without convey- 
ing offence. It should be borne in mind 
that people with money to spend have 
some rights, one being the undoubted 
right to gratify themselves as to how and 
where their money shall be expended. 
This being acknowledged, the task of per- 
suasion becomes simplified and made 
much easier than where this truth is not 
appreciated. 

Just one point is here worthy special 
stress. In the case of a buyer, slow- 
minded and suspicious, or unusually care- 
ful and critical, it will not be wise for the 
salesman to permit even a temporary in- 
terruption of the stand he is making, be- 
cause any slight break in the continuity 
of the thought may produce confusion 
and even revulsion in the mind of the 
customer. 
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HEN the nineteenth century was 
new what did the apothecary dis- 
pense? He made it himself, what- 

ever it was. The pharmacist of the pres- 
ent knows only by tradition the amount 
of work performed by his predecessors 
of even fifty years ago, as the older ones 
who might form a connecting link be- 
tween these periods have nearly all joined 
the silent majority. Many old-time prod- 
ucts and processes are therefore unfa- 
miliar to the student, or even the mid- 
dle-aged apothecary of to-day. The 
laboratory work of the dispenser has, dur- 
ing the last fifty years especially, been a 
gradually diminishing quantity. 


A Missing Factor in Pharmacy. 


In the case of many products this 
change has not only brought relief but 
improved products as well; for muscles 
become weary, while mechanical force is 
tireless. As a factor in the education of 
the young man the absence of laboratory 
work is to be regretted. It is often ap- 
parent in the lack of dexterity which is 
to be acquired by practice only. This de- 
ficiency is manifest in many now manag- 
ing drug stores. The defects in this re- 
spect are sought to be remedied by the 
college of pharmacy in their require- 
ments for laboratory work. 


Dispensing in the Old Time 


because of the conditions which pre- 
vailed, was intimately associated with 
Galenical pharmacy. The so-called per- 
manent preparations were few, but for 
those the apothecary was expected to 
anticipate the demand. Preparing infu- 
sions and decoctions, compounding lini- 
ments, mixing drugs into boluses and 
spreading plasters, constituted a large 
part of his extemporaneous work. The 
collecting, drying and storing of drugs 
(simples they were called) was not an 
insignificant part of his duties; the in- 
structions on this subject given then 
could still be accepted as appropriate and 
valuable. The practice of medicine and 
pharmacy and the status of the science of 
chemistry could not then be taken by way 
of comparison, as indices of general in- 
tellectual advancement. Letters and lan- 
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guage were in advance of general science. 
The best thoughts of the author of our 

“Declaration of Independence” are still 
recalled with admiration. 


Apozems and Epithems Now Out of Date. 


The apothecary as the physician’s assist- 
ant no longer prepares poultices, alum 
whey, starch water, barley water, enemas. 
apozems, fomentations, epithems, gar- 
gles, juleps and draughts. He has 
found his work gradually modified and 
improved, keeping pace with the progress 
of medicine. Not infrequently these im- 
provements have come as the result of his 
study, research or invention. There are 
in biography the names of many noted 
chemists who were but humble apothe- 
caries to their neighbors. They worked 
with very crude apparatus, but they ob- 
tained results which marked epochs in 
the history of their science. It is the 
poor workman who ascribes his failure to 
the character of his tools; nevertheless, 
the skilful chemist is thankful for the 
improvements in apparatus which science 
and inventive genius have produced. 


In Its Day Each Age Is “Modern.” 


Probably those who come after us will 
be amused at our assumption of superior 
knowledge. We smile in reading Dr. An- 
drew Duncan’s preface to the .‘‘Edin- 
burgh New Dispensatory,”’ published in 
1803, in which he points out that the “‘ele- 
ments of pharmaceutical chemistry are 
illustrated and explained in the language 
and according to the principles of modern 
chemistry.” 

Lewis in his ‘New Dispensatory” 
(London, 1799) defines fermentation as 

“a spontaneous motion, excited in dead 
vegetables and animals, which is peculiar 
to those organic substances in conse- 
quence of the principle of vegetable or ani- 
mal life.” In reviewing the work there 
are “alterations of many of the old com- 
positions, whereby they have been de- 
prived of that useless farrago of inert or 
contradictory ingredients with which they 
were crowded.” 

This sort of expurgation has, with ad- 
vantage, been going on for the last hun- 
dred years. 


NOTE.—This article is a continuation of the series published in the Century Issue 
of the American Druggist. It will be followed in later numbers by other articles 
received too late for use in the Century Issue. 
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Things Our Forefathers Dispensed. 


As the science of pharmacy necessar- 
ily takes in those of materia medica and 
chemistry and dispensing remedies is the 
object of its pursuit some quotations from 
works on these two branches are deemed 
appropriate in fixing the status of the dis- 
pensing druggist at that early period. It 
is well understood that many of the pro- 
cesses and productsonce common are now 
obsolete, others have continued with lit- 
tle modification in name or composition 
through several generations. Our great, 
great grandfathers dispensed compound 
decoction of sarsaparilla, spirit of Muin- 
dererus, soap liniment, ammonia lini- 
ment, blue ointment (unguentum coeru- 
leum), lead plaster, cantharides plaster, 
preparations of opium and quite a num- 
ber of tinctures, ointments and compound 
powders familiar to the older generation 
of druggists still in active business. 


The Ways of the Old School. 

Others are not so familiar. By way of 
example take: Oxymel Afruginis (‘‘oxy- 
mel of verdegris”), or aqua cupri am- 
moniati. To prepare the last named take 
lime water and sal ammoniac, put them 
into a copper vessel and let the mixture 
stand “until the ammonia be saturated.” 
Comments on this are: “The mode of 
preparing this solution, adopted by the 
London College, is the remains of a for- 
tuitous pharmacy, now justly exploded by 
the other colleges.” Here was an oppor- 
tunity to discredit a rival institution 
which could not be resisted. Our ances- 
tors were human. 


The Old-time Boluses and Faith in Drugs 


Lewis gives formulas for about twenty- 
five boluses. Their preparation was a 
part of extemporaneous pharmacy, but 
popular compositions were ordered by a 
special name, which was understood by 
both physician and apothecary. They 
were made up as “electuaries,” but of a 
consistence firm enough to admit of a 
division into doses of about sixty grains 
each and to be thus dispensed. In the 
list we find “Bolus Alexipharmacus” (re- 
pelling poison), Bolus Diaphoreticus, 
Bolus Diureticus, Bolus Hystericus, 
Bolus Pectoralis, Bolus Rheumaticus, 
Bolus Sudorificus, etc. 

Faith in the efficacy of drugs was 
strong at this time; polypharmacy was 
the rule and each drug was supposed to 
produce its specific effect. Such com- 
pounds are now aptly termed ‘‘shot-gun” 
prescriptions. 

From ‘“Mithridaticum Medicamentum” 
with its forty-five ingredients, or “Ther- 
iaca Andromachi” made up of sixty indi- 
vidual drugs to “Confectio Opii” of recent 
pharmacy the contrast in the practice of 
medicine is shown. But let us not plume 
ourselves overmuch. We still have War- 
burg’s tincture, one of the ingredients of 
the original formula being the ‘‘Confectio 
Democratis” or “Mithridaticum” just 
mentioned, 

“Venice Treacle” Lewis characterizes 
as a “remnant of the wild exuberance of 
composition which the superstition of 
former ages brought into vogue.’ 

Other Ancient Medicaments. 

A form of compound, similar to the 
electuaries, once in vogue, were linctuses 
of fixed oils, sugar, syrup and powdered 
tragacanth. These were called “lohochs.” 
Of these it was admitted “the form at 
best is very unsightly and disagreeable.” 
An example is “Lohoch de Lino,” a com- 
pound of linseed oil, balsamic syrup, 
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flowers of sulphur and sugar. This dose 
is not much worse than that of “sulphur 
and molasses” of vivid recollection. 


Impressing the Patient. 

Then, as now, the physician aimed to 
make an impression upon the mind of the 
patient, but, unlike the present practice. 
the nauseous dose was the one thought 
to be the most efficacious. The patient 
was impressed with the fact that he was 
taking medicine; faith in its efficacy fol- 
lowed. Later practice has demanded that 
the taste of disagreeable medicines shall 
be disguised. Perhaps the popularity of 
confections, in the olden time, was a con- 
cession to a like demand. Honey was 
much used then. The growing popular- 
ity of sugar is mentioned. Of it, it is 
remarked, “from being a luxury it has 
now become one of the necessaries of 
life.” As vehicles, some of the fruit syrups 
were used. The following are included in 
the list: 

Syrupus Succi Fructus Mori, 
Syrupus Succi Fructus Rubi Idaei. 

Administering disagreeable drugs in 
the form of powder, such as cinchona, 
valerian, etc., accounts for the multipli- 
cation of electuaries, linctuses and lo- 
hochs, the exhausted drug being adminis- 
tered as a “tea” or a decoction. 


Early Use of Acetic Acid as an Extractive 

Vinegar had a place as an exhausting 
menstruum, which, judging from recent 
experiments with acetic acid, it should 
not have lost. There is not likely to be a 
return of the crude form of dosing and 
prescriptions as Galenical preparations, 
presenting the drug in acceptable fluid 
form are becoming fewer year by year. 
A concentrated dose, one of little bulk, 
finds favor. 

The Growing Use of Alkaloids 

(and they had first to be discovered and 
isolated) is a refinement of practice over 
the old form. Occasionally the old phy- 
sician protests against this tendency and 
affirms that he gets better results from 
preparations of the drug. “Opium is bet- 
ter than morphine,” he says. Sydenham, 
in his enthusiasm, predicted a time to 
come, in the use of alkaloids, “when a 
physician could carry around, in the 
head of his cane, the active usefulness of 
an entire drug store.” 


The Discovery of Synthetic Alkaloids. 

From the natural alkaloid to the arti- 
ficial one and thence to the “synthetics” 
generally, the progress has been rapid. 
The labor of the man behind the dis- 
pensing counter, and the remuneration 
which is expected to follow, have been 
much reduced, but chemistry has scored 
great triumphs. In these accomplish- 
ments of the science all broad-minded 
men rejoice. 


The Enthusiasm of the Chemist. 


The pharmacist, by modern therapeu- 
tics which compels him to dispense the 
products of others, finds the work of his 
hands a diminishing quantity. For like 
-eason his mental efforts are directed 
largely toward the mastery of lists of new 
compounds, chemical or perhaps merely 
mechanical. The chemists are a very busy 
class and when one “synthetic” loses its 
popularity, the invention of another to 
take its place seems a very simple mat- 
ter. It is the part of wisdom, in esti- 
mating their value, to charge a certain 
percentage of what is claimed for them 
to enthusiasm. The pharmacist will find 
about 150 new compounds, of the classes 


mentioned, as the record of experiment 
or invention for the year 1899. 


The Occupation of the Apothecary of Old 


Contrasted with this we find the apoth- 
ecary of seventy-five years ago is charged 
with the duty of “training his herb gath- 
erer himself.” A reasonable compensa- 
tion will give him “no occasion to quit 
this occupation.” “He should have a 
garden for the cultivation of medicinal 
plants or herbs” and such as he “can 
gather in his neighborhood he should, 
under no circumstances, buy from a 
dealer.” Those purchased must be bought 
in their whole, natural condition. Prep- 
arations, chemical or pharmaceutical, 
“which he can make himself, he shall 
never buy,” although it is admitted that 
some obtained of manufacturers are 
“handsomer and cheaper.” Some of the 
older druggists recognize in these com- 
mands duplicates of their own experience. 
Pills, for stock, were home-made and 
rarely coated except with silver-leaf, gold- 
leaf or tolu and plumbago. 

A new phrase, not restricted to phar- 
macy but originating in it, was about this 
time added to the language. It was the 
“sugar-coated pill.” This was probably 
the “entering wedge” of the manufacturer, 
as the art was the confectioner’s. 


The Introduction of Elixirs. 

Elixirs (cordials) followed. They, 
with carefully written circulars, theses on 
therapeutics, found immediate favor with 
physicians, some of whom, at least, were 
glad to be relieved of the mental effort 
necessary for the construction of a ra- 
tional prescription. The last of the cen- 
tury finds this class of remedies used 
much less than formerly. These prepara- 
tions inaugurated the era of so-called “‘el- 
egant pharmacy,” and as they have a 
proper place in medicine, they are likely 
to remain. They have, however, lost in 
a great measure their distinctively pro- 
prietary character. The credit for having 
“reduced them to the ranks” belongs to 
a few, skilful, hard-working pharmacists 
of this country. Since their introduction 
into medicine and pharmacy other forms 
of dispensing drugs, nauseous or other- 
wise, have been devised and adopted. 


Tablets and Compressions. 


Prominent among these may be men- 
tioned the cachets (wafer capsules), tab- 
let triturates and compressed pills. They 
belong distinctly to the present period. 
The “tablets” are turned out rapidly by 
machinery and at a low cost. Not much 
skill or knowledge of drugs is -required 
of the clerk who dispenses them. They 
have a proper place in medicine. In a 
certain sense it may be said of them “they 
filled a long-felt want.” The form is 
adapted to a variety of medicinal sub- 
stances. They are portable, soluble and 
present the drug in accurately divided 
doses. The physician who would be help- 
less, awkward and unsafe, doling out 
doses in other forms, finds these “hand- 
me-downs” adapted to his needs. The 
particular medication on hand can gen- 
erally be adapted to the case. It is un- 
fortunate that detriment to legitimate 
pharmacy should have resulted from the 
introduction of an acceptable form of 
medicinal preparation. These, as well as 
other products, are furnished by man- 


ufacturers. Pharmacy has_ accepted 
their aid. The “plants” which have 
brought so much relief to dispens- 


ing pharmacy represent large investments 
of capital, liberal salaries paid to expert 
specialists in charge of different depart- 
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ments, and cheap help for all work which 
requires manual dexterity rather than in- 
telligence. For the druggist to avail 
himself of such aid is altogether proper; 
to be entirely dependent upon it is much 
to his discredit. It is charged against 
him that these latter days find him help- 
less and inefficient in laboratory work. 
The still, which was formerly brought 
much into requisition in the preparation 
of spirits and medicated waters, is idle. 
In reply it may be said that just as good 
products of this character are now pre- 
pared in a simpler way, and for the 
process of percolation -in exhausting 
drugs, we rightfully claim superiority 
over maceration practised quite generally 
up to a period less than two generations 
ago. 


The Introduction of the Capsule. 


At about this period capsules found 
their way into the dispensing depart- 
ment. Asa means for administering dis- 
agreeable drugs they have grown grad- 
ually in favor. Giving in this way a half 
ounce of castor oil in one capsule prob- 
ably marks the limit of size. We are not 
likely to complain because in their prep- 
aration the manufacturing pharmacists 
control the business. Preparing supposi- 
tories was an occasional duty during the 
first half of the century. The dispensing 
clerk of to-day is expected to be expert 
at this kind of work. Excepting the 
glycerin suppositories, those ‘“ready- 
made” have not been much in demand. 


Old Directions for Preparation of Oint- 
ments Still Good. 


Directions for the preparation of oint-~ 
ments, given a hundred years ago are not 
obsolete. They still insure good results. 
Now, as then, much depends upon the 
manipulator. Hog’s lard as a “useful 
emollient” was much used as the fatty 
vehicle for the medicament, but a com- 
bination of olive oil, wax and spermaceti 
found favor for a. number of formulas. 
Petrolatum or lanolin now frequently 
take the place of these in extemporaneous 
prescriptions. 


The Changes Which Have Occurred 


in dispensing or manufacturing phar- 
macy during the period under review 
have been gradual. They are best ap- 
preciated by contrasting the extreme 
periods. Up to the time of the present 
generation the crude, organic drugs of 
the materia medica lists multiplied great- 
ly. Recently, for reasons already stated, 
their use has declined. It is not likely 
that they are permanently in disfavor. 

As a treatment for the ailing the present 
is certainly a great advance over the time 
when, according to Eberle (1822) “of 
all the articles of the materia medica cal- 
omel is undoubtedly the most impor- 
tant.” 


No Metric Equivalents Needed. 


During the last thirty years many con- 
servative, dispensing pharmacists have 
been much disturbed by the persistent ef- 
forts made by certain of their progressive 
brethren to introduce a foreign system of 
metrology, new, of course, to all and un- 
intelligible to many. They may be as- 
sured that with the actual weights and 
measures in hand the difficulties will be 
found to have been imaginary. No for- 
midable array of “equivalents,” except for 
occasional reference, to reassure one as 
to dose, will be necessary. There are 
pessimists who contend that the demand 
for persons skilled and expert in the art 
of dispensing is likely, ultimately, to- 
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cease. This is an uncomfortable state of 
mind. Changes have occurred, but they 
do not justify this conclusion. The com- 
petent pharmacist will find it necessary, 
probably, to be in the future, more than 
in the past, a man of affairs. The essen- 
tials, however, he will not neglect. Be- 


cause the business during the century 
has grown more complex and the medic- 
inal agents many times multiplied, there- 
fore, the responsibility upon him has 
grown greater. He is needed in the com- 
munity. The public, lay and professional, 
will discover him. 


Convention for the Revision 
Of the Pharmacopoeia. 


TO BE HELD AT WASHINGTON MAY 2, 3 AND 4, 1900. 


Programme of the Convention— General Principles to Be Followed 
—Selection of the Committee of Revision—Details of the Work 
and Reports to Be Presented—How the Committee is Organized 
—Revision and the Way It is Done—The Committee on Publica- 
tion—Importance of Research Work. 


N the editorial note printed in our last 
number the general features of the 
work of the Convention for Revision 

of the Pharmacopoeia were outlined. Be- 
low are given further details as to the 
general plan of procedure which will be 
followed in the business of the conven- 
tion and an outline of the methods of 
work followed by the present committee 
of revision. Each new committee of re- 
vision is of course a law unto itself, so far 
as its methods of work are concerned, but 
the excellent results achieved under the 
present system will, no doubt, lead the 
new committee to follow closely the 
methods of the one about to go out of 
office. 


Business of the Convention. 


The first business of the convention will 
be the presentation of an address by the 
President. The present Committee of 
Revision will then present their report, 
including suggestions for drafts of gen- 
eral principles, for the guidance of the 
committee to be charged with the next 
revision. The nominating committee, to 
be composed of one delegate from each of 
the bodies participating in the conven- 
tion, will be announced, the delegates 
from the several bodies selecting some 
one of their number to represent them on 
this committee. This committee imme- 
diately after the adjournment of the first 
session of the convention will meet and 
nominate the officers for the convention 
and also elect the members of the Com- 
mittee of Revision. 

At the second session of the conven- 
tion the draft of general principles will 
be discussed and probably decided. This 
will include such things as the introduc- 
tion of doses and proprietaries, the ex- 
tent to which assays should be prescribed, 
etc. A scheme will also be presented 
providing for the succession of authority 
in case of decease or incapacitation of 
any of the officers ad interim so that pro- 
vision will be made for some one to call 
the next decennial convention. Several 
business matters will undoubtedly be 
taken up and acted upon providing for 


the financial continuity of the conven- 
tion. 


Local Features of the Convention. 

While no announcement has been made 
as regards the social features of the con- 
vention it is highly probable that follow- 
ing the precedent set in former years 
some effort will be made to entertain the 
members during their stay in Washing- 
ton. The entertainment will quite likely 
include as at the convention of 1890, a 
reception by the President. These feat- 
ures, however, are, as a rule, wholly 
subordinate to the real work which brings 
the members to Washington, and are not 
either important or elaborate. 


The Committee of Revision. 


As above stated the committee of revi- 
sion is elected by the convention itself, 
the nominations for membership in the 
committee being made by the nominating 
committee composed of one member 
from each delegation present. The work 
of the new committee of revision begins 
immediately upon the adjournment of the 
convention. The committee is wholly in- 
dependent as to its form of organization, 
selection of its officers and methods of 
work, save that it is required to follow 
the general principles formulated and 
adopted by the general convention. The 
first work upon the convening of the 
committee of revision is the election of of- 
ficers, which is, as a rule, done in the 
manner usually followed in public bodies. 
The officers of the committee comprise a 
chairman, three vice-chairmen, a secre- 
tary and a treasurer: 

Following are the names of the mem- 
bers and officers of the committee of revi- 
sion of 1900: 

Charles Rice, Ph. D., New York, N. 
Y., chairman. 

Joseph P. Remington, Ph. M., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., first vice-chairman. 

Robert T. Edes, M. D., Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., second vice-chairman. 

Charles O. Curtman, Ph.G., M. D., St. 
Louis, Mo., third vice-chairman (De- 
ceased). 

Frederick A. Castle, M. D., New York, 
N. Y., secretary. 

James M. Flint, M. D., Washington, D. 
C., treasurer. 
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Roberts Bartholomew, M. D., LL. D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

P. Wendover Bedford, Ph. G., New 
York, N. Y. (Deceased). 

N. S. Davis, Jr., M. D., Chicago, IIl. 

C. Lewis Diehl, Ph, M., Louisville, Ky. 
<r G. Eccles, M. D., Brooklyn, 


John Godfrey, M. D., Stapleton, N. Y. 

Willis G. Gregory, Ph. G., M. D., Buf- 
falo, N. Y. ; 

C. S. N. Hallberg, Ph. G., Chicago, IIl. 

John M. Maisch, Ph. M., Phar. D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. (Deceased). 

George F. H. Markoe, Ph. G., A. M., 
Boston, Mass. (Deceased). 

W. M. Mew, M.D., Washington, D. C. 

Charles Mohr, Mobile, Ala. 

Oscar Oldberg, Phar. D., Chicago, IIl. 

Frederick B. Power, Ph. D., London, 
Eng. 

a san H. Rusby, M. D., New York, 


Lucius E. Sayre, Ph. G., Lawrence, 


an. 

Alfred B. Taylor, A. M., Ph. M., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. (Deceased). 
we A. Wall, Ph. G., M. D., St. Louis, 

oO. 

Horatio. C... Wood, -M.. D.,. LE... Ds 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

T. F. Wood, M. D., Wilmington, N. C. 

The work of the committee of revision 
is carried on by a series of sub-commit- 
tees, the most important of which is the 
finance committee. The members of this 
sub-committee are elected by the mem- 
bers of the committee of revision at its 
first meeting; the plan adopted by the 
present committee of revision was that 
each member submit a ballot containing 
five names, the five receiving the highest 
number of votes being declared members 
of the finance committée and the partic- 
ular nominee receiving the highest vote 
of all being made chairman of the finance 
committee. 


The Sub-Committees. ° 


The various sub-committees having to 
do with the actual work of revision are 
appointed by the chairman as occasion 
may arise. The general plan pursued by 
the present committee and by the previ- 
ous Committee on Revision is to appoint 
various sub-committees, each of which 
takes up some special subdivision of the 
work under a chairman of the sub-com- 
mittee. Within these sub-committees the 
work is further sub-divided among the 
individual members. The work of each 
member is then passed to each of the 
other members of the sub-committee for 
approval or revision, as the case may be, 
and is then returned to the author, who 
finally revises it and again submits it in 
revised form to the other members of the 
committee. When the work of the sub- 
committee is completed to the satisfac- 
tion of its own members: it is then sent 
out in the form of circulars to the mem- 
bers of the general committee, each of 
whom returns the circular to the chair- 
man of the general committee, accompa- - 
nied by any comment he may choose to 
make and the vote of the general com- 
mittee is then taken upori the report of 
the sub-committee before that report is 
accepted. The editor of the Pharma- 
copoeia is therefore relieved from ali re- 
sponsibility save that of seeing that the 
report as finally adopted is correctly pre- 
sented in the published volume. 

First Step in the Work of Revision. 

The first committee appointed is that 
on Therapeutics, which is composed of all 
members of the cqgmmittee actively en- 
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gaged in the practice of medicine. To de- 
termine this point each member of the 
committee bearing the title of M. D. is 
requested to state whether or not he de- 
sires to be considered as a physician. Sev- 
eral of the members who have this degree 
have been more interested in chemistry 
or in pharmacy than in medicine and at 
their own suggestion have been omitted 
from the Committee on Therapeutics. 
This sub-committee acts upon the ques- 
tion of what should go in and what should 
be taken out of the Pharmacopoeia from 
a therapeutic point of view. The work of 
the sub-committee is reported to the gen- 
eral committee by circulars and they in 
turn act upon the report, adopting it or 
amending it, as the case may be. This is 
the first step in the work of revision. 

The circulars concerning the admission 
of articles to or their exclusion from the 
Pharmacopoeia form the basis for a re- 
port which not only embodies the total 
result of the vote, but by means of ini- 
tials and a system of signs shows the en- 
tire vote in detail so that at a glance one 
can seein the records of the chairman 
what the vote of any particular member 
has been on any particular subject. This 
report, together with copies of all the 
circulars sent out, is kept in a series of 
scrapbooks which, together with the di 
gests of criticisms, may be taken as con- 
stituting the official history of each par- 
ticular Pharmacopoeial revision. 


The Publication Committee. 


The work of the Publication Commit- 
tee practically begins when the work of 
revision is completed, though, of course, 
a great deal of this work is already in 
hand long before the manuscript is ready 
for the printer. The committee having 
charge of the publication of the Pharma- 
copoeia of 1900, which is composed of Jo- 
seph P. Remington, C. Lewis Diehl, Jas. 
M. Flint, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of: Revision were instructed by 
the convention of 1890 to publish the 
work for the account of the committee 
and not to place it in the hands of a pub- 
lisher as heretofore. As soon as this com- 
mittee was organized, which was some 
time before the manuscript of the Phar- 
macopoeia was complete, its members 
agreed upon a general plan for the trans- 
action of business, and invited separate 
bids from responsible houses for the com- 
position, electrotyping and printing of 
the work, for the binding and lastly for 
its sale as agent of the committee. Bids 
were submitted from several houses of 
good repute, any one of which was amply 
able to fulfil its contracts. The lowest 
bid was submitted from a firm in Lancas- 
ter, Pa., but in view of the fact that no 
members of the committee resided in that 
city and several members did reside in 
Philadelphia, from which city the next 
lowest bid was received, it was decided 
by unanimous vote of the Publication 
Committee to award the contract for the 
printing and binding of the work to the 
J. B. Lippincott Co. The most advanta- 
geous offer made for the sale of the work 
came from the firm of P. Blakiston Son 
& Co., and this offer was accepted and 
the Pharmacopoeia of 1890 was, there- 
fore printed and bound by the J. B. Lip- 
pincott Co., while its sale was placed in 
the hands of P. Blakiston Son & Co., un- 
der a royalty arrangement which was sat- 
isfactory to the committee. The sales of 
the Pharmacopoeia of 1890 have amount- 
ed to nearly 20,000 volumes in various 
bindings and the profits accruing there- 
from have been sufficient to enable the 


committee to make considerable appro- 
priations for research work and still leave 
a surplus to be handed over to the next 
convention. 


Research Work. 

The publication of the Pharmacopoeia 
finished the specfic work for which the 
Committee of Revision had heen appoint- 
ed, but the members of the committee 
not feeling content to rest upon their well 
earned laurels undertook a_ systematic 
course of research work an outline of 
which will form the subject of an article 
in a later number of THE AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST. 


Chicago Alumni Propose Pharma- 
copoeial Changes. 


‘The fourth of the series of meetings of 

the Chicago College alumni for the dis- 
cussion of Pharmacopoeial revision was 
held at the Palmer House Wednesday 
evening, March 28. W. B. Day read a 
paper on 


The Proposed Introduction of Powdered 
Drugs Into the Pharmacopoeia. 


He stated that such introduction would 
mean simply the appending to the present 
official description of the entire cellular 
drugs,the microscopical description of the 
powder. The latter description would in- 
volve only a mention or a brief descrip- 
tion of the characteristic structural fea- 
tures. Objections that had been made 
were: Greater difficulty in identifying the 
drug, greater difficulty in determining its 
quality and purity and increased liability 
to deterioration. As against these argu- 
ments, he urged that instruction in the 
use of the microscope and in the study of 
the minute structure of drugs now occu- 
pies a prominent place in the curricula 
of our colleges of pharmacy, and that 
such knowledge is now widely diffused 
among pharmacists; that microscopes of 
excellent quality can be had at low prices; 
that the apparatus and skill required for 
the examination of drugs microscopically 
are not greater than for the chemical ex- 
aminations now described in the Phar- 
macopoeia; that suitable containers are 
more easily provided for powders than 
for entire drugs; that considerations of 
convenience and utility have led to the 
almost exclusive use of powdered or cut 
as compared with whole drugs, and that 
inasmuch as drugs are used so much in 
the powdered form, it would seem best 
that they be recognized by the Pharma- 
copoeia in this form, to the end that 
standards of identity and purity may 
thereby be established. In this respect, 
we may well follow the example of the 
German Pharmacopeia to be issued next 
year, which will contain descriptions of 
the more important drugs in the form of 
powder. 

In the discussion which followed, Pro- 
fessors Hallberg and Puckner and Mr. 
Wooten took part. 

A preliminary report on 


The Therapo-Pharmacy of the 
Preparations for Internal Use 


was presented by Prof. C. S. N. Hall- 
berg. It was stated that the confusion 
that prevailed relative to the many forms 
of these preparations had led him to at- 
tempt a classification based upon their 
general therapeutic purposes and com- 
prising the following groups: (1) those 
affecting the mouth and the respiratory 
organs, and embracing the troches: (2) 


Solid 
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those intended for solution or action in 


the stomach, including the powders 
and triturations with their modifica- 
tions as cachets, capsules and _ tab- 


let triturates; and (3) those intended 
to act through the intestinal tract, for 
which purpose the pill is the form best 
adapted. The drugs comprised in these 
respective groups were indicated by their 
therapeutic properties, as antiseptics, 
astringents, cathartics, diuretics, ete., 
and these properties would indicate the 
pharmaceutical form to be adopted in 
order to secure the desired therapeutic 
effect. General titles and definitions for 
the various classes of preparations, to- 
gether with general formulas for their 
preparation were presented. Should these 
be introduced into the Pharmacopoeia, it 
would not only aid the pharmacist and the 
prescriber in discriminating between 
these various preparations but would have 
a tendency to check the promiscuous use 
of tablets by the medical profession. 

Considerable discussion followed the 
reading of this paper. Among those tak- 
ing part were: A. D. Thorburn, Dr. W. 
K. Speice and T. V. Wooten. 


Pocket Prescription Scale. 

A convenient pocket scale for the use 
of physicians, photographers and others 
who require a scale capable of accurately 
weighing small quantities of drugs, chem- 
icals or other solid substances is here il- 
lustrated. As soon as the box lid is 
opened the standard, which supports the 
scale beam, is thrown into an upright po- 
sition by a spring. This scale beam is 
just long enough to go in the box, and 
the standard is so connected to it that 

















Eandy Pocket Scale. 


there is no connecting or adjusting of 
parts necessary, the scale being ready for 
instant use as soon as the case is opened. 
Another good idea in this design, that 
of Robert W. Harmon, of Lockhart, 
Miss., is to have a sliding beam scale, so 
that there is no picking out and manip- 
ulation of weights, the beam weight be- 
ing simply adjusted at the proper point 
on the beam to balance the opposite pan 
and its contents, when its weight can be 
read on the scale at once. This arrange- 
ment also secures great stability, as the 
box, when opened, forms the base for the 
scales, and prevents their being toppled 
over when in use. 


Sidonal is a new remedy recommended 
in the uric acid diathesis. It is a com- 
pound of piperazin and quinic acid. The 
dose is given from 5 to 8 grams daily, 
and it has been highly recommended by 
von Leyden (Deutsch. Med. Zeit.) in the 
treatment of gout, rheumatism, etc. The 
remedy is said to act without creating any 
disturbance of the elementary tract. 
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Gathered Formulas. 


(Continued from page 204.) 








The Care of the Teeth. 


E continue below the series of tooth 
powder formulas, the first instal- 
ment of which appeared in the 

preceding number: 

I.—POWDER DENTIFRICES. 





Orris washed with alcohol. 500 gm, 
Magnesia ........ secccers 125 gm. 
| ee oe ee 250 gm. 
Cuptiemeh, HOKE. ...0.<000.000 250 um. 
Quinine sulphate .. -. 125 gm. 
ascarilla bark - 30 gm. 

Bee SOMO as nias «0 .- 500 gm. 
Essence of peppermint . 32 drops 
Essence of cinnamon........ 8 drops 
Maseuce Of fieroli.........0 4 drops 
Tincture of amber.......... 4 drops 

II. 
eT 40 gm. 
Powdered cinchona ........ Io gm. 
Perfume to suit. 

Ill. 
Powdered cinchona .......... 5 gm. 
Powdered chalk .........+.. Io gm. 
Powdered myrrh ........... 5 gm. 
ph OS CSS Cs 10 gm. 
Powdered cinnamon ........ 5 gm. 
Ammonium carbonate ...... 10 . 
MOOR CIOVG i. oo oc ccs cases 5 drops 

EYV.. 
Pulv. camphorae ............ 16 ozs. 
Cretae praecipitat ........... 5 lbs. 
RIREMAMEY Gio aisc Keke ns cle decnswe Y% dr. 
APN ROME sia s05:255:c050 5 sk dwiene's's 2 drs. 


This should be passed through a fine 
drum sieve after being thoroughly mixed. 
To bring out the beautiful color the den- 
tifrice should be passed through the sieve 
twenty times. It is an elegant prepara- 
tion properly prepared. 


¥. 
ECC rere 30 gm. 
Lap. pumicis, 
Rad. iridis, of each......... 15.0 gm. 
PERO s SEG, cate oc 9% e4:0bre 94.6548 7-5 gm. 


Mix and perfume with 4 to 6 drops of 
wintergreen oil. 


Tooth Pastes and Tooth Soaps. 


Many of the best authorities recom- 
mend a good grade of tallow soap for the 
manufacture of tooth pastes in which 
‘ soap is an ingredient “good well-boiled 
tallow soap,” says Askinson. As in the 
case of the soap where that made from 
tallow (curd soap) is to be preferred to 
the olive oil or Castile soap, so many of 
the older and more popular brands of 
tooth paste contain sugar where glycerin 
is now more frequently employed. If 
sugar be used it is advisable to previously 
dissolve it in the water. 


TOOTH PASTE. 





PEOOEPET COMBE ois.:0:516:9 sis.0'00%5 9,0 000% 8 ozs. 
Powdered orris root. . 4 02Z8 
Carmine, No. 40........ ova Bere 

il of rose geranium............. jo min. 
RES. a eRe eon 10 min. 
Glycerin..............a sufficient quantity. 


Rub the carmine thoroughly with a 
small portion of the chalk, then triturate 
the remaining solids together, finally add- 
ing the oils and enough glycerin to form 
a paste. 

The foregoing may be varied by replac- 
ing half the chalk with a like quantity of 
powdered soap. 

The flavor may, of course, be made to 
vary widely. Wintergreen is frequently 
used, and is presumably popular. Spear- 
mint oil is an excellent basis for a flavor- 
ing. We would recommend a trial of it 
in admixture with a small proportion of 
clove oil. 


Old Fashioned Tooth Paste. 


An excellent paste of the old-fashioned 
type, which still finds favor with many, 
and which gives a good product is the 
following, which we take from “Practical 
Perfumery,” published by the British and 
Colonial Druggist: 


POWGSER. OFFIS. TOO .60. 6 cccicicsess 4 ozs. 
VCORE OTE osc s0:ss ocesinecones 2 lbs. 

WOMUNNOl SOMEOT, cnc cca een cciacsvedus cs 4 0zs. 
Powdered cuttlefish-bone ........... 4 ozs. 
POWECSCE BIBI osc on dos cessccviesvecsss 1 Ib. 
Finely powdered cochineal.......... 4 ozs. 
WN aici asia <eraceicinciecieneeeaew apes oa 4 Ibs. 
EE GE BIGVOR os pieatgnasesssecsuaaeainen 5 drs 


This requires to be well mixed together 
and placed in a jar sufficiently large to 
hold twice the quantity, and should stand 
three months before being potted, and 
should be vigorously stirred during that 
period until the effervescence and fer- 
mentation has ceased. If required car- 
bolized, 5 drams of pure carbolic acid 
should be well worked in before remov- 
ing from the jar. Although this formula 
seems wholly incompatible, yet when 
completed it will compare favorably with 
many dentifrices at present on the market. 





Paste Dentifrice. 
The following is of French origin: 





POWOUC, BORD soci 056 ssccciscesss gms. 
Do ee +..20 gms. 
Calcined magnesia ........... »o<a0 Ems. 
Precipitated chalk ........sscccses gms. 
Calcium phosphate, prec. gms. 
Carmine solution............. a sufficiency. 
GIVCETIN. ..000 0608 enough to make a paste. 
Oil of peppermint............ 3 to 4 drops 





Salicylic acid ....+.000.. 10 centigrammes 

Mix the solids in a mortar and add the 
carmine, oil of peppermint and the glyc- 
erin, triturating constantly the while until 
a paste of the desired consistency is ob- 
tained. Oil of anise is occasionally sub- 
stituted for the oil of peppermint. 


HONEY TOOTH CREAM. 
Honey Walesa mars aiaisie'siaieineisie HORS 


Curanian aes eae vases 

Oe ION a5 5c vc acc cccesecscctensns 
Oil nutmeg .. 
HET POSE Nesonccnaas cca dnsecetouyss 
Glycerin, enough to form a paste. 


THYMOL TOOTH PASTE. 





Caltitie Carbonate ....c0ccesess 16 oz. 
Magnesium carbonate ........... % oz. 
OPTris: TO6t, POWAES...0. 6006 <cees's 3 OZS. 
FEM cesnscicesies. veaxtnbaesiee 1 dr. 


Mix well, and make a mass with suffi- 
cient of the following mixture: 


Ge DUE iss dodec ici acscdste 70 grs. 
OMMENETR ti csos case chase! ansuangaeee 3 fl. ozs. 
oo ERR re rere eee are 1 fl. oz. 


Dissolve by the application of a gentle 
heat. 


CARBOLIC TOOTH POWDER. 


Terrae albae ........-. eats emis 6 ozs. 
Silica praecip. ........-eeeeeee 6 ozs. 
IGS BEDOTIE vic cco cascswee eee I oz. 
DE al 4 o't-d.c 0.6 a iene os bes I Oz. 
Ce RR re re 1 dr. 
Camophorae. ... 2... eva tow e eo ae 
CP CREGOE: Nowcns 504 sicie sresieais Io min. 
CE GEES Gis siv's.d 3 50 Cone einen 40 min. 
MOA o5,5 Neaiaain sign aside aendauate q. s. 


Rub the camphor with the carbolic 
acid, and then take up with the silica. 
Mix the ingredients separately and finally 
mix together and sift. 


COURT DENTIFRICE. 





Precipitated chalk ozs. 
Carmme ....... drs. 
CE TN viene cob ees wakes min. 
EE EIBIEO Si: 0.5.0 0, 055, o-<%4ereave min. 
Oil of cloves..... min. 
Oil of cinnamon.... .20 min. 
ME OE PENNE, oa: ck oe ccielawte ors 20 min. 
CE ONE ss he ene ee ones IO grs. 
Triturate the musk with the carmine 
and 4 oz. of chalk for five minutes, then 


add the oils one by one with about 1 oz. 
of chalk to each oil. Continue tritura- 
tion for at least ten minutes with half the 
chalk, add the rest, and sift three times. 


COLUMBIAN DENTIFRICE. 


PSGIOteRed CREE: dics ciccsccescecss g 

POWGMEE “SOBRE | ic siccecccsae 

Powdered cuttlefish. bone .... 

Oil of wintergreen ........... 

Solution of Carmine.......sccsceces 

Mix the coloring with the precipitated 
chalk by trituration, sift three times, and 
set in a warm place to dry. Mix the soap, 
cuttlefish-bone, and orris, to this add the 
oil of wintergreen, and lastly the colored 
chalk. Sift four times. 


CROWN TOOTH POWDER. 





Pulv. sodium borate............. YW oz. 
PONV. GONON Glia overs scecesen' Y oz. 
RGA SERIE acted xe i dos shield aw voares Eos. 
GAs (O0Ra GONE Mees v5.6 «dsa'u'eic 14 ozs. 
eo Ae | | ee 2 ozs. 
Cretae praecipitat. ............00. 16 ozs. 
as UIE cc eicciedcicwnesidaé 8 min. 
CHE, WHORE 6s os cceacesecencess 5 min. 


Rub up the perfumes with 1 oz. of the 
chalk, gradually add the rest of the in- 
gredients, and sift twice. 


DENTENAMEL. 

SOVMUMMIE cosccunvs Poccccevegncsasesdte Sm 
COMIGNOD cc oceia Recucasdevsinoens 20. «gts. 
CARINE ce eaciincte jcikesaesncaedase 24 grs 
SMM ls 3.550.405 sigs aneaaneend he 10 grs. 
NUS ENGIN hag oie ovale eeatwes cawen 1% ozs. 
PONG. SOGOT Olea c casinncinnedaccaa I oz. 
DES CORD. SONG. 62 ccc ceca rend YZ oz. 
Cretae praccipitat. .........c.000- 12 ozs. 

RE RE eee ree eee 20 min. 
CE SNORE i siviccecce sc caen’ 3. min. 


Mix the carmine and the saccharin in 
a mortar with the magnesium carbonate 
until perfectly uniform. In another mor- 
tar mix the thymol and camphor, and 
when liquid add the oils; with this mix- 
ture triturate the chalk added slowly and 
in small quantities, at the same time put- 
ting in the magnesia mixture bit by bit. 
Then add the other ingredients and sift 
twice. 


THE DENTIST'S TOOTH POWDER. 





COMM ORUROND. i ince acces eetceuss ses 10 Ozs. 
Magnes. pond. ..... ey 
iy ee en esa 
Pulv. sacchar. alb eaten OME, 
PCI, SOMME 60s ciscccicace von an 
DUG, BEOOUE. 465 cones siees 100% OZ. 
CRS SOBRE oo g ccitcaccsae ..1§ min. 
3 SO eee -. § min. 
CHANGE cc 5c:5y,s,. 10 grs. 
M. A. 

VIOLET TOOTH POWDER. 
DOGG WADTMROE 65.250:0. sccaecesscs 0.050 
PIMC MNIIIE Sie oid denies ) hd cecne euler 0.025 
Ree cere ered Cree 1.000 


Calcium carbonate precinitated. ..50.000 
Ionine and oil cananga, each 1 or 2 drops 


ARECA-NUT TOOTH PASTE. 


Precipitated’ challe .......0ccecs ozs. 
Powdered areca-nut ozs. 





White castile soap.. ozs. 
Powdered orris root 4 ozs. 
Bole Armenian (finely  levi- 

IIE avs oo 5 a6 is 4a nde Riondee % oz. 
GING Sack cudincss. .weageedemcy 2% fi. ozs. 
TRGGE ROU. iia ev ectadvecenadeds 2% fl. ozs. 
SO ME POOR iin inn ciucoteessncoes 4 min. 
COE EIINS ica tiascnysacencgaes 5 min. 
CORE GE AOI 6. a deasccccads 5 min. 


(To be Continued.) 


Prof. Emil Fischer, of Berlin, has been 
elected a member of the French Acade- 
my of Sciences. 


Spanish pharmacists are complaining 
of the military pharmacies supplying also 
the families of military persons with 
drugs. The four military pharmacies in 
Madrid make up a large number of pre- 
scriptions, and to this is attributed the 
closing up of thirty-three pharmacies 
within the past ten years in Madrid. 
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New Re medies—I mprov ed Processes—Modern 


DRUGGIST 


| 
| 


Inventions— 


Wrinkles in Dispensing—Tests and Reactions. 


Vanilla Odor of Phenacetine.—Accord- 
ing to a communication made at a recent 
session of the Austrian Apothecaries’ So- 
ciety by Dr. Gruner, phenacetine fre- 
quently possesses an intense vanilla-like 
odor, which increases in intensity upon 
trituration and is not driven off even by 
prolonged heating. 


Chloral Hydrate as an Antidote to Co- 
caine.—Gioffredi recommends upon ex- 
perimental grounds as well as from clin- 
ical experience the use of large doses of 
chloral hydrate—3 to 4 grams—as an 
antidote in cocaine poisoning. Paralde- 
hyde and sulphonal possess similar quali- 
ties. The converse does not hold true, 
however, for cocaine is not an antidote 
to poisoning by chloral hydrate. 


New Constituent of Orange Oil.—Oil of 
orange is known to contain about 90 to 
95 per cent. of the terpene limonene, small 
quantities of the aldehydes citral, citron- 
ellal, and an aldehyde still unnamed, dis- 
covered by Flatau and Labbé, and, ac- 
cording to the same chemists, myristicol 
and myristinic acid, and an ester whose 
acid contains 21 atoms of carbon in the 
molecule. During some work, still in 
progress, on this oil Ernest J. Parry 
(Chemist & Druggist) has been able to 
detect a very small quantity of a body 
hitherto recognized in only one other es- 
sential oil. This body is the methyl ester 
of ortho-amido benzoic acid (methyl an- 
thranilate), which the brothers Erdmann 
and Schimmel & Co. announced they had 
discovered in oil of neroli. 


Magnesium Paper for Illuminating In- 
teriors—The following particulars of a 
method of preparing a magnesium paper 
for the illumination of dark interiors has 
been advocated (Photogr. Times): Two 
sheets of waterproof paper are coated 
with starch paste and covered with mag- 
nesium powder. The sheets are laid one 
upon the other, with the magnesium sur- 
faces in contact, and allowed to dry. Two 
sheets of paper coated with potassium 
chlorate are then gummed to the outside 
surfaces of the double sheet of magne- 
sium. The whole is covered with or- 
dinary paper, to protect the chlorate of 
potash from moisture. A thick card is 
thus produced, which may be cut into 
narrow strips for use. 


A New Guttapercha Plant.—Von Dub- 
lowski and Fron (Jour. de Pharm, Jan. 
page 40) have published a report on a 
guttapercha plant, which will grow in 
temperate climates. Heretofore, no gutta- 
percha plant has been found which will 
grow outside the tropics. The plant in 
question was described in 1892 by Oliver 
& Weiss in a report of the Linnean So- 
ciety and given the name of Eucomia 
ulmoides. The plant belongs to the fam- 
ily of Euphorbiaceae and the sub-order 
crotonoides. The tree was found in China 
and has stood the winter weather of Paris 
in the open air without being damaged. 
Its culture has been begun in Annam, 


Tonkin and in North Africa. The leaves 
yield a comparatively small percentage. 
2.25, whereas, the fruit is very rich 
(27.34 per cent.) in a substance which is 
declared to be an excellent quality of 
guttapercha. 


Odorless Petroleum.—According to the 
Revue Scientif., petroleum may be deod- 
orized by shaking it first with 100 gm. of 
chlorinated lime for every 4.5 liters, add- 
ing a little hydrochloric acid, then trans- 
ferring the liquid to a vessel containing 
lime, and again shaking until all the 
chlorine is removed. After standing, the 
petroleum may be decanted. 

The Examination of Narcotic Extracts. 
—Anton Altan (Bucharest, 1899) in a 
monograph on a study of various nar- 
cotic extracts arrives at the conclusion 
that with the exception of cannabis in- 
dica, which has not yet been thoroughly 
examined, these extracts should be pre- 
pared only in their dry form. The ex- 
tracts should first be prepared in the form 
of fluid extract, which should be freed 
from gummy, pectinous and allied bodies, 
and then evaporated to dryness in 
vacuo. The extracts should all be re- 
quired to contain a definite quantity of 
the active principle, while the moisture, 
ash and percentage of potassium carbon- 
ate in the ash should be required to come 
up to a certain definite standard. Altan 
recommends the process of Keller (titra- 
tion with iodeosin as an indicator) for the 
extracts of aconite, belladonna, hyoscy- 
amus, and strychnine. The extract of 
opium is best estimated by Dieterich's 
method using iodoeosin as an indicator. 
For determining the digitoxin in extract 
of digitalis and of cornutin in the extract 
of ergot, Altan prefers Keller’s processes. 


Psathura.—Heckel & Schlagdenhauffen 
(Rep. de Pharm.) have received speci- 
mens of psathura angustafolia from the 
Island of Réunion, where it is known 
under the name of “Bois Passant,” and 
where the leaves are used in the form of 
an infusion, which is aromatic, stimulant 
and diaphoretic and stimulates the diges- 
tion. According.to Kobert they contain 
analkaloid closely resembling, if not 
identical with caffeine. Heckel & Schlag- 
denhauffen, however, have recently exam- 
ined the leaves and find neither caffeine 
nor any other active principle of the 
xanthin group present. The leaves 
yielded to petroleum ether about I per 
cent. of fat, wax and chlorophyll and to 
alcohol about 19 per cent. of tannin, 
phlebaphene, chlorophyll and red color- 
ing matter. The alcoholic extract con- 
tained neither alkaloid or glucoside and 
not even a trace of any bitter substance 
whatever. With general alkaloidal re- 
agents precipitates are formed, though on 
examination nothing besides tannin and 
phlobaphene was found in the precipi- 
tates. Hot water extracts about 6.5 per 
cent. of gum, tannin and coloring matter. 
On incineration about 4 per cent. of fixed 
constituents are left. principally sulphates 
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of calcium, potassium, magnesium and 
sodium; calcium carbonate is present in 
large quantities besides some calcium 
phosphate, iron and traces of lithium in 
the form of chloride. 


Relations of Constitution to Physiolog- 


ical Action of Aloin—t!. Esslemont 
(Arch. exp. Path. U. Pharmakol., 1899, 
43, 274) has presented a valuable report 
of a series of studies made by him con- 


cerning the relation oi the chemical con- 
stitution of various purgative drugs to 
their physiological action. The principal 
deduction drawn from his observations is 
that the anthracene nucleus is the essen- 
tial purgative constituent. It is present 
in barbaloin, aloemodin (dioxymethlan- 
thraquinone) alochrysin, alonigrin, and 
chrysophanic acid (trioxymethylanthra- 
quinone) which are active purgatives, 
but is absent from nataloin, which has no 
purgative action. Of the above-named 
compounds the most powerfully purgative 
are aloe-emodin and alochrysin. Since 
the latter principles, which are derived 
from barbaloin are more active than the 
barbaloin itself, it is probable that the lat- 
ter body is decomposed in the intestinal 
tract, yielding the former. 

Artemisin, an alkaloid obtained from 
Artemisia maritima, has recently been 
highly commended for use in combination 
with quassin and ferric oxalate for the 
treatment of chlorosis and anemia. In 
France this combination has been placed 
upon the market under the name “Dra- 
gees de Fer Briss.” According to Merck’s 
Bericht the following is the formula for 
these Dragees: 

Artemisin 
Quassin, crystallized 
Ferric oxalate 

Mix with a sufficient quantity of muci- 
lage of acacia, make into 100 pills and 
coat with sugar. 


0.01 gm 
9.0% gm 


Modern Blood Preparations.’ 


The modern blood preparations to be 
used in cases of deficient blood, poor as- 
similation, etc., are numerous. The rea- 
son to be assigned for this large field is 
the supposition that the human system 
absorbs iron in combination with animal 
products more readily than the iron com- 
pounds of inorganic radicals. Chief 
among the substances serving as a basis 
for preparing other compounds is haemo- 
globin, the coloring matter of the red 
blood capsules. Haemoglobin taken in- 
ternally splits up into albumen and hae- 
matin. 

In order to determine the nature and 
purity of haemoglobin in the preparations 
now in the market, they were examined 
spectroscopically by W. Rosenstein in the 
pharmacological laboratory of Dr. Lewin, 
of Berlin. The absorption lines were 
determined, as to their number and 
breadth, both before and after determin- 
ing the reduction strength of the prepa- 
rations with standardized yellow ‘ammo- 
nium sulphide. From the data thus ob- 
tained the preparations were divided into 
three groups as follows: 

Group I contains the haemoglobin un- 
changed, or only small quantities of meta- 
haemoglobin. 

Group 2 contains meta- haemoglobin 
and haematin in combination in varying 
proportions. 

Group 3 contains substances not nor- 
mal to blood, or derivatives of blood con- 
stituents. 


1Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, through Phar- 


maceutical Review. 
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Group I. 

Haemoglobin Extract (Pieuffer’s), a 
blood-red, syrupy mass containing about 
43'p: < of haemoglobin. Contains both 
oxy- and meta-haemoglobin. 

Haematogen (Hommel’s), prepared 
from defibrinated ox-blood, with the ad- 
dition of Malaga wine and glycerin. It 
is a dark red liquid. When diluted, meta- 
haemoglobin lines are prominent. Upon 
further dilution, both oxy- and _ meta- 
haemoglobin lines appear, and after re- 
duction an increased haemoglobin band. 

Fortuna-Haematogen (Goldmann) be- 
haves as a meta-haemoglobin. containing 
preparation. 

Haemoglobin Olbumate (Theuer’s) is 
a reddish-brown liquid containing Malaga 
wine, and “welche alle Bestandtheile des 
gesunden Blutes in natiirlicher verdau- 
licher Form enthalt.” This preparation 
shows the lines of both the oxy- and meta- 


haemoglobin, and after reduction the 
haemoglobin band. 
Group II. 
Physiological Haemoglobin Albumen 


(Pfeuffer) is in the form of tablets, choc- 
olate coated, and contains 1.0 p. c. of 
thaemoglobin. 

Haemoglobin (Nardi), ‘natural blood 
coloring matter,’ appears both in powder 
form and chocolate coated tablets. 

Dynamogen (Sauer) is a liquid organic 
preparation containing iron and haemo- 
globin. 

Haemoglobin Tablets (Radlauer) con- 
tain 0.5 p. c. of haemoglobin albumate in 
each tablet. 

Haemoglobin Lamelle (Merck) are 
reddish-brown, glistening plates, soluble 
in water. 

Ferrhaemin (Hertel), “latest organic 
iron albuminate,” is an organic iron prep- 
aration of fresh ox-blood, to which 20 p. 
c. of Spanish wine has been added as a 
preservative. 

All of the above preparations show the 
meta-haemoglobin lines, and after reduc- 
tion the haemoglobin band, increased, 
and especially the haemochromogen lines, 
which indicates the addition of haematin 
to the preparation. 


Group III. 


Haemalbumen (Dahmen) is a_ black 
powder, readily soluble in hot water, 
without the coagulation of albumen. 

Haemol (Kobert) is a gray powder, 
‘prepared from defibrinated blood, by the 
addition of zinc dust. The powder is 
‘but slightly soluble in water, 


Haemogallol (Kobert) is prepared by 
the action of pyrogallic acid upon 
stroma free, concentrated solution of 
blood. This also is but slightly soluble in 
water, 


These preparations, with the exception 
of the latter, show the lines of haematin 
‘before reduction; and after reduction all 
show the lines of haeemochromogen. 

Sanguinoform (Wartenberg), a prepar- 
ation which it is claimed contains haemo- 
globin, to which 2 p. c. of iron carbonate 
has been added, and 


Sanguinalpillen (Krewel), claimed to 
‘contain 10 p. c. of crystallized haemo- 
globin, could not be verified in either 
‘case, with the statements of the manufac- 
turers. The haemoglobin may be present 
in some changed form not detectable by 
the above method. 


poo 
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| Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for in- 
formation bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordi- 
ally invite our friends to make use of this column. 
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Loeffler’s Solution —F. W.—A number 
of solutions are prepared under this name. 
There are Loeffler’s solution methyl- 
blue, Loeffler’s flagella stain, the article 
which is best known under the name 
Loeffler’s solution is a toluenated tincture 
of ferric chloride, which is used as a gar- 
gle or applied on a swab in diphtheria 
and follicular tonsillitis. There is still a 
fifth Loeffler’s solution, a modification of 
the last named. We shall quote all five 
formulas. : 


LOEFFLER’S SOLUTION METHYLENE 


Concentrated alcoholic solution 
methylene blue ............. 30 Cc 
Potash solution, 1—10,000..... 100 Cc 


pu 
LOEFFLER’S FLAGELLA STAIN. 


Gallic acid solution (1 in 4)....10 Ce. 
—— sulphate solution (satu- 


aN 


_ Fischer’s modification of the forego- 
ing consists of 


Tannin solution (1 in 10)....... 20 Cc. 
Ferrous sulphate solution (1 in 2) 4 Ce. 
Alcoholic fuchsine solution...... z Ce. 
EV: 
TOLUENATED TINCTURE OF FERRIC 
CHLORIDE. 


(Loeffler’s Solution.) 


Solution of ferric chloride... 40 Cc. 
SURE Wikesg cota avant <gidcannta ib acete 8 370 Cc. 
Absolute alcohol, enough to 

GE eWeek e0Ks. Gaeacuen ces 1,000 Ce. 


V. 
LOEFFLER’S SOLUTION WITH MENTHOL. 


Solution of ferric chloride... 40 Ce. 
MN bb ciao pewewite waccte 100 Gm. 
i Ce eae eee 300 Ce. 
Absolute alcohol, enough to 

WU stekas \<scqsucneees 1,000 Cc. 


Extract of Parotid Gland.—W. .P.—The 
prescription reproduced below has proved 
a puzzler to our correspondent who asks 
if there is really a preparation bearing the 
name given. He also asks what he should 
have done in the circumstances, not being 
able to fill a prescription which it was 
alleged had been already filled several 
times elsewhere. 

Our correspondent is very evidently 
fully impressed with the idea that the 
substance prescribed is either a myth or 
else the fanciful name for something 
agreed upon between a physician and a 
druggist who has obtained the exclusive 
right to fill the prescriptions of the physi- 


cian. The prescription follows: 
Parotid gland extract... 22300. caes 0.18 
Capsules such ddses............ No. 24 
Sig. One 3 times daily. 


We can assure our correspondent that 
if he holds them both of his assumptions 
are erroneous. Extract of parotid gland 
has a real existence and is occasionally 
used in medicine. 

The parotid gland is situated in front 


of the ear. It is the one which, when 
inflamed, gives rise to mumps. Frequent- 
ly, according to Dr. C. McWalter 
(American Druggist, November 10, 1898), 
when imflammation leaves this parotid 
gland it settles in the ovaries or testicles. 
Hence it has been thought that an extract 
from the parotid might be useful in 
Ovarian disease, and indeed ovarian af- 
fections have been cured by administer- 
ing parotid substances. 

Parotid gland extract may be made 
from the organs of rams or ewes by ex- 
traction with sterilized glycerin, or a mix- 
ture of glycerin and carbolic acid, under 
certain precautions, but it will be found 
best to purchase the substance ready 
made through such houses as Parke, 
Davis & Co., Detroit, or Armour & Co., 
Chicago. 


Domestic Carbolic Salve—F. F.—The 
formulas for this preparation are many 
and varied. One of the most satisfactory 
ointments, so far as appearance is con- 
cerned, and bearing in mind the class of 
people that is likely to purchase it, is af- 
forded by the following: 


POR 30-5 occeeciucaencaad Ibs. 
tk, reer errr 8 ozs. 
WEP NBII 55.01 sca 0 Xs is sleds 8 ozs. 
SE VARA ee! 8 ozs. 
as cevacacanecws 1% ozs. 
pe Oe eee 3 OZ6. 


Dissolve the wax by a gentle heat; add 
the petrolatum, and after the two sub- 
stances are well incorporated, remove the 
vessel from the fire and stir until the mass 
begins to harden; add the other ingredi- 
ents and continue stirring until the mass 
begins to harden, then add the remaining 
articles and continue to stir until the 
cerate is nearly cold. 


Wood Stains—S.—An ageous solution 
of picric acid makes a good yellow stain 
for white woods; but an alcoholic solution 
of anilin will be found more Safe and con- 
venient. The solution should be made of 
the required intensity of color and ap- 
plied with a soft brush. The best effects 
in cherry and mahogany stains are ob- 
tained with some combination containing 
dragon’s blood as the active tinctorial in- 


gredient. The following are approved 
formulas: 
MAHOGANY. 
RINE. HIGOOH sa «55000 vaced.<ces 4 ozs 
RPE Perr re 2 ozs 
WO occas nad. wtawsicoaw des 10 OzS 


Boil and make up to 40 ounces with 


water. 
CHERRYWOOD. 


SARA SCORE 6 keirndcvesnn cas daltin 15 grs. 

MM a White ls. .$'00:0.6.<.d n-ne at kes 30 grs 
Dragon’ s blood 30 grs. 
PR oes Seas’ Se ee ones 16 ozs. 


Mix, and macerate for three days. 

This stain works best if applied after 
painting the wood with a Io per cent. 
solution of nitric acid. 
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Chicle Chewing Gum.—A. H.—A  prac- 
tical process which does not require the 
use of elaborate machinery or any ex- 
tensive manipulation follows: 

Gum chicle ....... icneen tee > pounds 


SNE icon 8555 5 wiv nie 4 pounds 
Glucose ....... 5 bpseraines > nye ol 
Caramel butter ..............2 pounds 


Cook the sugar and glucose to 240° 
on the thermometer (special confection- 
er’s thermometer); add the caramel but- 
ter, and lastly the gum chicle, which has 
been previously softened by mashing 
into small pieces, and warmed up. Mix 
well into a paste, roll out with finely pow- 
dered sugar, and cut into thin strips. 


Preparation of Pure Gelatin and Insol- 
uble Gelatin—W.—The process of pre- 
paring a pure gelatin is described by 
Allen (Allen’s Commercial Organic 
Analysis, Vol. IV., second edition). The 
best quality of the commercial article is 
soaked in successive quantities of cold 
distilled water for some days to remove 
salts, dissolved in boiling water, and the 
hot solution filtered into 90 per cent. al- 
cohol. The gelatin is precipitated in 
white stringy masses, which are collected, 
redissolved in hot water, and reprecipi- 
tated by alcohol. 

The finest grades of gelatin are those 
used by photographers, the ordinary gel- 
atin of household use being almost worth- 
less for their use, hence the following list 
of gelatins intended for use in the manu- 
facture of dry plates, bromide papers, etc., 
will be useful. Those especially men- 
tioned by W. W. Abney, an authority on 
photographic processes, are: Coignet’s 
gold-label, Coignet’s special, Nelson’s 
No. 1 photographic, Nelson’s opaque, 
Nelson’s amber, ordinary French not 
branded, Swinburne’s No. 2 patent isin- 
glass, Cox’s gelatin. 

As to rendering gelatin insoluble if 
potassium bichromate be added to a so- 
lution of gelatin in hot water, the jelly 
which forms on cooling becomes insolu- 
ble in warm water after exposure to light. 
An acid solution of chromic acid is 
recommended as a reagent for gelatin, it 
converting the gelatin into an insoluble 
compound. 

By treating an aqueous solution of gel- 
atin with 40 per cent. formaldehyde and 
evaporating the liquid to dryness, the gel- 
atin is converted into an insoluble sub- 
stance known as formo-gelatin. 


Bronzing Liquid—W. H. S.—This is 
usually made by incorporating bronze 
powder such as may be obtained at any 
painters’ supply store with a dammar 
varnish made by dissolving one part of 
dammar resin in four parts of benzine. 
The bronze powder should be added to 
the benzine solution in the same propor- 
tion as that observed with the resin var- 
nish, namely: I part of bronze powder 
to 4 parts of the varnish. 


Works on the Soda Fountain —K.—As 
a rule the drug journals are the best 
sources of information about soda water 
beverages, the manufacture of fruit juices 
and syrups and the management of the 
fountain. The files of THE AMERICAN 
DruacIst, in particular, will be found ex- 
tremely valuable in this respect; the sev- 
eral prize competitions inaugurated by 
this journal having brought out a rich 
store of new formulas and ideas for the 
soda fountain manager. As for books of 
collected formulas we can quote the fol- 
lowing: 

The Standard Manual of Soda and 
Other Beverages. By A. Emil Hiss, Ph. 
G. Publishers: G. P. Engelhard, Chi- 
cago; $4.00. Modern Guide for Soda 


Dispensers, by Wesley A. Bonham. Pub- 
lishers: A. O. Ellison, 317 Roanoke 
Building, Chicago; $2.00. 

The above are, perhaps, the two best 
independent publications. Other works 
are: Saxe’s New Guide, by D. W. Saxe. 
Publishers: The Saxe Guide Publishing 
Company, Chicago; $5.00. Practical 
Suggestions for the Management of the 
Fountain, by Smith & Painter, Wilming- 
ton, Del.; gratis upon request. Book of 
Instructions and Sundry Catalogue; by 
Charles Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia; 
gratis upon request. A number of other 
soda fountain and fruit juice and syrup 
manufacturers issue handy little books 
containing reliable formulas, and copies 
of these can, we presume, also be ob- 
tained upon request. 


Correspondence. 


On Checking Prescriptions. 


To the Editor: 

Sir:—An article on checking prescrip- 
tions by W. B. Winston, which recently 
appeared in your columns, serves to direct 
attention to a most important feature in 
prescription work which is but too often 
neglected, especially by country drug- 
gists. My experience in a country drug 
store near New York city has taught me 
that accurate checking is, if anything, 
more important for the country druggist 
than for his city confrére. It may interest 
your readers to have some confirmation 
of this drawn from my own experience. 

Not long ago a lady brought in a pre- 
scription. It was a copy and came from 
a pharmacy in New York city, and was 
originally written by a New York physi- 
cian. It was as follows: 

ychnine sulph. .......+++++++ 2 gr. 
. greene McArthur’s 8 3 
Sig. 3j. t. i. d. 

Shortly after it was prepared the lady 
came rushing in, disheveled and half hys- 
terical and said we had poisoned her. She 
had taken a dose; it was intensely bitter. 
She had gone to some friends and they 
had deciphered the copy of the prescrip- 
tion we gave her and they found it called 
for “strychnine.” She was sure we had 
put in too much, for she had had the 
prescription prepared many times by a 
New York druggist, and it had never 
contained the slightest trace of bitter 
taste. Well, another clerk had prepared 
that prescription and I had checked it, 
and saw the strychnine weighed, and I 
knew that it was absolutely correct. 
Therefore I could talk from the facts of 
my own knowledge. After she had 
stopped for a moment to take breath, I 
said to her: “Madam, I don’t know how 
your New York druggist prepared this 
prescription, neither do care. I do 
know that this bottle of medicine was 
put up by us absolutely as called for by 
the prescription. It takes two men to 
prepare a prescription in this store; this 
young man prepared it and I witnessed 
its preparation. I know that it is abso- 
lutely correct.” 

She cooled down somewhat then, but 
demanded her money back. I said‘no; 
she had bought and paid for the article 
ordered; the order was correctly filled, 
and she could take it or not; it was quite 
immaterial to us, but we would not re- 
fund the price paid. 

She left the bottle on the counter and 





went out. Three days afterward she came: 
back, made humble apology, and took the: 
bottle. She had written an account of 
the circumstances to her doctor and he 
had answered that whoever put up the 
prescription without bitter taste had put 
it up wrong, and said that, properly pre- 
pared, it would of course have the in- 
tensely bitter taste of the strychnine. 


Copies of Prescriptions. 

Out-of-town copies are usually unsat- 
isfactory prescriptions to prepare, nine 
times out of ten the customer kicks. “It 
don’t look like the last I got. It don’t 
taste right. You charge more than they 
do in New Haven,” or: some other town. 
But when your prescription is filled as 
written and checked you can talk back. 
I always tell them that I don’t know or 
care how it was put up before; I know 
that it is right, exactly right, absolutely 
right, this time. I have never lost a 
customer by it, either. I had another 
“out-of-town” copy to prepare awhile 
ago that was brought back. One of its 
three ingredients was “pepto mangan,” 
which made a dark mixture of it. The 
party said the other druggist’s was “light: 
and clear.” When I told the man what 
I did not know about the other fellow’s 
mixture and what I did know about mine 
—that two men put it up and could swear 
to its correctness—he was convinced, and 
he had us repeat the prescription half a 
dozen times since. In this case it is 
probable that the other druggist had used 
‘Justasgood’s” instead of “Gude’s.” 

W. A. DawseEn. 


Hempstead, L. I. 


Prof. Schneider’s 


Work. 


Prof. Albert Schneider, of the North- 
western University School of Pharmacy 
(Illinois College), is now engaged on a 
work on powdered drugs which will com- 
prise about 200 pages of large octavo text 
and 170 full-page illustrations. There 
will be introductory chapters on powder- 
ing of drugs and fineness of powders; 
causes leading to the deterioration of 
powdered drugs as moisture, age, animal 
and vegetable parasites, etc., adultera- 
tions, substances employed as adulter- 
ants and how to detect them by micro- 


Forthcoming 


scopical means, etc. The _illustrations- 


have been made by the author with the 
aid of an Abbé camera lucida. Each 
drawing represents the characteristic his- 
tological elements as they appear in the 
powder. The page opposite each full- 
page illustration will have a complete de- 
scription of the powder; its usual fine- 
ness, color and consistency, taste, odor; 
its histology and a mention of the more 
probable adulterants. 

The book will be somewhat similar to 
Moeller’s Pharmakognostischer Atlas; 
though much more complete in all partic- 
ulars. It is intended as a text-book and 
reference book for students of phar- 
macognosy and practising pharma- 
cists. The book will probably be out 
some time during the summer or early 


fall. This book will be the first of its. 


kind by an English or American author. 


Patent Medicines in Servia. 


The sale of patent medicines and made- 
up drugs is now regulated by the internal 
sanitary laws of Servia, which require 
an official analysis and license. The Ser- 
vian Government also claim the right to 
fix the price of all patent medicines sold 
in the country. 
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Under this heading we shall conduct a practical discussion of 
store methods and advertising for retail druggists. The Department 
Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, suggest improve- 

| ments and answer all questions coming within the scope of this de- 
| partment, provided they are accompanied by the name and address of 


the writer. 


Utysses G. MANNING, 
| 


DEPARTMENT Epiror. 
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THE HEART OF IT. 





HERE is very little advertising done 
where the immediate results yield a 
profit on the investment. It is 


not often done in the advertising 
of department stores in large cities, 
where everything is favorable for 


immediate returns. In any case ad- 
vertising results are apt to be irregular; 
some ads will bring marked returns, 
others will apparently fall flat. Immedi- 
ate results are always welcome, but they 
are not essential if the cumulative ones 
are secured; these seldom fail if the 
advertising is persistent. 


Editor Advertising Ideas: 


I enclose herewith a batch of ads to be en- 
tered in the prize contest. I have used consid- 
erable newspaper space for my cough cure ads, 
and while failed to get any direct returns, I 
am certain they were prominent enough to at- 
tract attention, and they probably helped indi- 
rectly. 

I have not yet been able to trace any direct re 
sults from newspaper ads, excepting last year in 
a small way, where the ad presented a coupon 
ood for 30 cents on a 65-cent bottle of Celery 
‘ola. This did sell a few bottles. I get dis- 
couraged sometimes after spending an hour or 
two hard plugging on an ad which I think should 
be a winner, and then not get a call for the 
article advertised. However, I do occasionally 
have a ray of sunshine when a customer comes 
in with an old booklet, in which he has marked 
the ad of one of the specialties mentioned in it. 
The only way I suppose is to keep everlastingly 
st it, even though it is mighty discouraging some- 
imes. 

Your advertising department in the American 
Druggist puts more backbone into me for my 
advertising work than any other helps I get. — 

; C. G. Hunttey. 

Oregon City, Ore. 


Druggists are usually entitled to results 
at holiday time, or when advertising spe- 
cially seasonable goods, or when special 
Prices are offered. By this rule Mr. 
Huntley should have gotten immediate 
returns. He advertised cough syrup at a 
presumably seasonable time and he of- 
fered a price reduction. The failure to 
secure a demand may be due to the ads 
or some hidden cause. 
good as many that do bring results. I 
think they should have contained more 
argument and it may be that this lack was 
responsible for their failure. They may 
or may not have appeared consecutively. 
It is often advisable to hammer away 
steadily for several weeks on a season- 
able specialty, changing frequently with 
no break in the series. This method of 


hammering away frequently gives the ad- 
In a recent 


vertising cumulative force. 





The ads are as 
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instance where three cough syrup ads 
were run consecutively, the first two 
brought no noticeable results, while the 
third sold two or three dozen. I do not 
think this was due to the merit of the 
third ad; it simply took three ads to get 
them started. Possibly, in Mr. Huntley’s 
case one or two more ads would have 
done the business. I doubt, however, if 
the work of his three ads is lost; many 
people read them who had no immediate 
need of cough cure. When the need 
comes these ads are apt to influence them. 
There are many peculiar features of ad- 
vertising that the novice must learn from 
experience. For instance, it is hard for 
him to realize that an ad on cough cure 
may bring him a customer for household 
drugs, or that an ad on wall paper may 
bring him a customer for paints, or that 
the ad of to-day may make a sale six 
months hence, or that a single sale of 
some item advertised may mean a new 
customer brought to the store whose later 
trade may be worth ten times the cost of 
the ad. He may not know that if per- 
sistent advertising increases his business 
but 10 per cent. the first year, the same 
amount of advertising is apt to bring an 
increase of 20 per cent. the second year; 
yet these are common results. 

In advertising it takes more or less 
time to get up momentum. It takes time 


. to get people into the habit of reading 


your ads; it takes more time to.get a 
grip on them and influence their buying; 
it takes time to get the cumulative re- 
sults from your work. That is why per- 
sistence and frequent changes count for 
so much. If you advertise spasmodically 
you fail to get thesmomentum. Your 
failure to keep ag it or neglect of fre- 
quent changes loosens your grip on peo- 
ple; you are putting on the brake when 
you should be getting up speed. 

It is the cumulative results that count 
for most and it is only the persistent ad- 
vertiser who gets them. They have to 
be waited for, so a certain amount of 
faith is necessary. Any druggist who is 


doing good advertising is pretty sure to 
have some early evidence that people are 
reading his ads, but it may be necessary to 
wait six months or even a year to be sure 
The 


that he is getting substantial results. 
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place to find these results is in the in- 
creased volume of business; not always 
in the increased sales of the particular 
articles advertised. 

If persistent advertising with frequent 
changes does not increase the general 
volume of business after a reasonable 
time has elapsed failure can usually be 
attributed to one or both of two causes: 
First, that the ads lack selling force; sec- 
ond, that the medium used does not 
reach the people you are after. - If the 
ads are concise and definite and give 
people good reasons for the purchase of 
the goods advertised the fault is apt to be 
in the medium. Find out how much cir- 
culation your paper has and where it 
goes. If it doesnot cover the field 
supplement your newspaper work with 
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Thermometer 


is a greater necessity than 6 
thermometer used for reg 
lating the temperature of 
rooms. This is especially 
true in a family with a child 
subject to night fevers and 
unable to explain its condi- 
tion. 

fever thermometer tells the 
exact condition of the little 
one. It allays fear or warns 
the mother when the fever 
is dangerous and it is best to 
call a physician. It also en- 
ables you to tell the condi- 
tion of the patient while the 
doctor is away. : 
good one for $1.00. If you 
are sorry you bought it, 
here’s your dollar back. But 
you won't be sorry. 
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é Woore’s harmacy 
= Sandwich, Illimois. 
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Prize Advertisement. 

circular advertising, mailing the circulars 
to those you can not reach by direct dis- 
tribution. Most of Mr. Huntley’s ads I 
have seen have been good, but I judge 
that his work is a trifle irregular as to 
merit. 

These cough cure ads are not very 
good. They attract attention but do not 
convince. They do not say all they 
should, while a prescription ad enclosed 
says too much, In one case there is 
twenty-five words in a sixteen-inch space 
and in the other about 250 words in @ 
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thirteen-inch space. This looks as though 
the writer was a little hazy as to what to 
put into his ads. The prescription ad 
should be broken up into two or three 
and the cough: syrup ads would be im- 
proved by a little more argument. If 
this advertiser is using a medium that has 
proper circulation, if he is changing his 
ads at least once a week, and if he has 
been hammering away for a year or more 
without seeing enough results to encour- 
age he is a rare exception and I 
would like to know more about his ad- 
vertising. While no advertiser sees direct 
returns from all his ads, he usually gets 
visible returns from some of them and is 
quite certain to become conscious of the 
cumulative results after a few months. 
There is a sort of arithmetical certainty 
about the results from good, persistent 
advertising that experienced advertisers 
calmly depend upon. While the returns 
may not always be apparent, in the end 
they work out like a mortality table. 


es St 
The Prize Advertisement. 

The American Druggist offers a prize 
of books to the value of $2, each tissue, 
for the best retail druggist’s advertise- 
ment. The prize is this time awarded to 
A. J. Estabrook, Sandwich, IIl. 

Honorable Mention. 

Crocker & Hawley, Fairbault, Minn. 

E. J. Ward, Ellisville, Miss. 

ee 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


him, 





Editor Advertising Ideas: . 

Enclosed find ads for criticism and for entry 
in the prize contest. I have written these ads 
for my employer, Moore’s Pharmacy, for some 
time, and they have paid. The manager tells me 
that Inst year’s sales were increased at least 
$1,500 because of them. These are not the sort 
of advertisements from which direct results can 
always be seen, but as these ads in the local 
paper are practically all the publicity used by 
Moore’s Pharmacy, it is possible to draw more or 
less correct conclusions regarding the source of 
returns. If the ads have this merit, much credit 
is due to your helpful criticisms and suggestions. 

A. J. Estaprook. 

Sandwich, II. 

The ads submitted were all excellent, 
the two reproduced being the best. Ads 
as good as these can be depended upon to 
bring results if the advertiser is persist- 
ent. The point made by Mr. Estabrook 
that many of the ads used are not of a 
character to bring immediate results, but 
that the business grows, is an example of 
the cumulative force of advertising re- 
ferred to in the comment on Mr. Hunt- 
ley’s letter. It is practically impossible 
for anybody to write an ad on_ hair 
brushes, tooth brushes, prescriptions and 
a score of other subjects that will bring 
noticeable returns at once, unless some 
special price inducement is made. Yet it 
would be folly to neglect to advertise 
these things. Taken singly the results 
from the ads may be slight, but the com- 
bined results will be worth securing. 
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Overdisplay. 


Editor Advertising Ideas: 

I enclose herewith some specimen ads, writ- 
ten by myself, and which appeared in our local 
paper. Would thank you for any criticism, com- 


ment, etc., and if worthy would be piecased tv see 


one or more of them appear ae your dep ert 
ment. What do you think of ad on last page of 


school announcement. 
H. B. Warp, with E. J. Ward. 

Ellisville, Miss. 

Most of these ads are overdisplayed. 
The setting is so ornate as to be confus- 
ing. They would hit the eye harder and 
be more readable if the display was lim- 
ited to a simple border and one bold 
heading with the remainder of the mat- 
ter set in a single paragraph. It is pos- 
sible to make an ad so ornamental as to 
injure its force. The ads sent are all 
general in character and statement. It 





The 
Test of a 
Tooth Brush 


is in using it. It either wears 
or it. does not wear. If it 
wears, you're satisfied. If the 
bristles wear down, break off 
or pull out in too short a time, 
you're dissatisfied, and we lose 
your trade. 


The 
“DUPONT ” 


tooth brush _ will 
you're tired of 
same old brush. 
shedding, “money back if 
you want it” sort of brush. 
It’s the most practical tooth 
brush made—it cleanses and it 


wear until 
using the 
It’s a non- 





lasts. We sell it at 
25 cents 
as aleader. It’s a brush worth 


more. 


Moore's Pharmacy 


Sandwich, Illinois. 











Prize Advertisement. 

would be well to not attempt to cover 
too much ground in a single ad, but to 
give some definite information in each 
about some item of stock or some single 
store method. 

There is a tendency in a good many ads 
to try to sel] everything to everybody at 
once. This can’t be doge; it is better to 
attempt to sell somebody some definite 
thing. A general ad about methods may 
not be amiss at times, and of ads of this 
character one of those sent is a pretty 
good one. It is reproduced in smaller 
space. 

The ad in the school announcement 
covers entirely too much ground to have 
selling force. 
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The Color Scheme. 


Editor Advertising Ideas: 

We enclose an ad we have been running in 
our local paper. The color work was accom- 
plished by a rubber hand stamp, and is an en- 
tirely new feature in this town. We obtained 
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and thought of substi- 
“thousands” 


results from the ad, 
a week or two the word 
hundreds.” 
Crocker & HAWLEY. 
The paper.ran this advertiser’s space 
blank with the exception of the words 


good 
cdting in 
for the word 


“price 25 cents,” which was printed in 
black. Above this the advertiser stamped 
in red: 


Hundreds are using 
White Pine Cough Syrup, 
made and guaranteed by 

Crocker & Hawley. 


Something of this kind is often good as 
an attention arrester and where the edi- 
tion is limited the plan followed by this 
druggist will do. It is better, however, 
to use a more comprehensive ad while 
you are about it, and this can be done 
better by having the paper run the ad in 
red ink. All they have to do is to run 
their edition through twice. Where the 
edition is small the cost is slight, and if 
the scheme is worth using at all it is 
worth doing right, even if the edition is 
large. ‘Those who wish to use the scheme 
had better choose a time when they want 
to use a large ad on some particularly 
seasonable subject. 

Women Pharmacists in Russia. 

In Russia women have been for some 
years employed as apothecaries’ clerks, 
and it is said that the public as well as the 
apothecaries themselves manifest a pref- 
erence for them over men. In Germany, 
too, a movement in this direction has 
been started, the Wiirtemberg Minister of 
Education having resolved to give wom- 
en a chance to secure the necessary in- 
struction and pass examinations. On this 
subject the Berlin review, “Die Frauen- 
bewegung,” has an article by Dr. W. 
Wachter, which gives the impression 
that, if women do secure this privilege, it 
will be anything but a sinecure. German 
apothecaries’ clerks have to undergo a 
very severe course of studies, and, when 
they receive a position, they are expected 
to be on duty from seven or eight in the 
morning to ten or eleven at night, be- 
sides attending to the night bell every 


other night, if mot every night. 
For all this they receive from fifteen 
dollars to eighteen dollars a month, 


with board and lodging, or thirty dollars 
to thirty-seven dollars without board and 
lodging. In a few exceptional cases an 
assistant may receive as much as fifty dol- 
lars a month. Under stich circumstances 
it is hardly a wonder that young men do 
not crowd into this field of employment. 
It is, indeed, the difficulty of getting as- 
sistants, especially in villages, that has 
made many of the apothecaries willing to 
consider the candidacy of women. Dr. 
Wachter, however, sounds two notes of 
warning. Women clerks, he urges, should 
under no circumstances accept lower 
wages than the men, and they should, if 
possible, organize for protection; nor 
should they ever consent to act, when bus- 
iness is slack, as assistant to the apothe- 
cary’s wife, thus enabling her to dispense 
with a servant.—N. Y. Evening Post. 
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DR. RAY V. PIERCE. 


PRESIDENT Wor.p’s DIsPENSARY 


MEDICAL 


AssociaTION, BuFFALO; FORMER 


PRESIDENT PROPRIETARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 


One of the pioneers in proprietary medicines who has made a name for him- 


self as well as a fortune from his medicines is Dr. 
whose wonderful executive abilities have been recognized by his fellow 
etors by repeated election to the responsible post of president of the 
Pierce was born on August 6, 1840, at 
., and was educated in Venango county, Pa. He 
commenced the study of medicine at the age of eighteen, graduated f 

later and entered on the practice of his profession in Titusville. 


etary Association of America. Dr. 
Stark, Herkimer county, N. Y. 


R. V. Pierce, of Buffalo, 
ropri- 
ropri- 


our years 
After four 


years he moved, in 1867, to Buffalo and engaged in the manufacture and sale 
of his specialties, and in four years time his pr : ey had a world wide 


fame. 


He was elected a member of the Senate o 
1877, and before the expiration of his tern was elected to Congress. 


the State of New York in 
Aside 


from his proprietary medicine interests Dr. Pierce has wide and varied com- 
mercial interests, embracing gold mines, machine shops, trust companies, and the 
same qualities which won success in the proprietary medicine field have made 


his other ventures prosperous. 


being exemplified by the attitude of 

the co-operative-buying associa- 
tions of the country towards the Big Five 
plan. If my memory serve me, several 
of these concerns intimated at the outset 
that they would forego the privilege of di- 
rect buying the moment the N. A. R. D. 
became ready to enforce a plan. Mr. 
Holliday has been working to such good 
purpose in New England, that this point 
has been re the kicking 
begins. he Philadelphia Wholesale 
Drug Company, an organization of re- 
tailers, says flatly that, plan or no plan, 
they will not quit buying the Big Five 
goods. Other associations of the kind 
seem to be displaying a like temper. I 
don’t just see what they expect to make 
out of this spirit of contumacy at this 
time. The question involved, is not the 
buying of proprietary goods in general, 
but of the goods of those concerns in 
particular who adopt the N. A. R. D. 
plan. How do they expect to get those 
goods, when the manufacturers and all 
distributors refuse to supply them? They 
might, of course, obtain small supplies of 
them by doing some sneaking—but cer- 
tainly not sufficient for their needs. There 
would really be practically little difficulty 
in cutting them off—and they should 
have the good sense to see this. It may 
be that they entertain grave doubts of the 


7 HE “cussedness” of human nature is 








ultimate success of the N. A. R. D.—but 
even so, they are not justified in their 
present action. If the Big Five plan 
should prove successful in reducing the 
aggressive cutters to the limits of 
good behavior, it would be adopted by 
all other manufacturers and the very 
thing the co-operative buyers set out 
originally to achieve would become an 
accomplished fact. It is sheer wrong- 
headedness to attempt to fight the Big 
Five plan. 
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It is a sorrowful reflection that the first 
serious attempt to block the way of the 
National Association, comes, not from 
manufacturers or wholesalers, but from 
retail druggists. It was the retail drug- 
gists of certain sections that destroyed 
the Campion plan—but one would 
imagine that adversity would have taught 
them such sharp lessons in the interven- 
ing years, that they would now act with 
greater wisdom and judgment. What 
real difference will it make to any indi- 
vidual member of a co-operative-buying 
association if he have to get the Big Five 
goods from a jobber instead of from his 
association? The difference in cost, if 
there were any difference, would be tri- 
fling. And surely the benefit of having 
these particular goods kept up to a stand- 
ard price would be all the compensation 
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any reasonable man could ask. It would, 
indeed, be so great a boon that druggists 
possessing ordinary business capacity 
might be expected to cheerfully sacrifice 
something to further its accomplishment. 
Is it possible that they imagine co-oper- 
ative buying to be a better and safer 
means of meeting the cutter than that 
proposed by the National Association? 
Does it not occur to them that directly 
these co-operative associations become 
big enough they will compete with each 
otlher—an association in New York un- 
derselling a Boston or a Philadelphia as- 
sociation, and so bringing about the mad- 
dest kind of disruption and demoraliza- 
tion? Is it not palpably better to limit 
the number of distributors in the manner 
suggested by the National Association? 
Wouldn’t fifty distributors be more read- 
ily controlled than 500? Co-operative 
buying is a good thing, but it is of doubt- 
ful value so far as controlling prices or 
dealing with aggressive cutters is con- 
cerned. Let the members of the buying 
unions stop long enough to pull on their 
thinking-caps. Now is the time to do it. 
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And it is the co-operative association, 
of staid old Philadelphia that has tung 
down the gauntlet and defied the repre- 
sentative of the N. A I find it 
hard to reconcile this with the statement 
that over 70 per cent. of the retail drug- 
gists of Philadelphia are members of the 
national body. have known it to occur 
in drug affairs before now, that one man 
has taken upon himself to speak for the 
entire body of his fellows. Is that the 
explanation of the somewhat anomalous 
condition in Philadelphia? Is some indi- 
vidual, or coterie of individuals, trying to 
grind a little private ax while the other 
fellows humbly and obediently turn the 
stone? Seventy per cent. of the trade 
would most likely embrace the majority 
of the members of the Philadelphia 
Wholesale Drug Company. Is it the mi- 
nority that is doing the kicking? The 
three tailors of Tooley street, famous in 
song and story, issued a proclamation 
beginning, We, the People of England! 
I really wish I knew the whole truth 
about this curious manifestation of un- 
friendliness to the N. D. which 
comes forth from the conservative town 
of Philadelphia. It is not usual to see 
conservative people uniting on a platform 
and then voting against the candidate. 
I take comfort in the thought that the 
next conference between Brother Holli- 
day and the Philadelphians will see the 
matter so well threshed out that all ob- 
scurity and contradiction will be removed. 
I am afraid that, all in all, Mr. Holliday 
has had an uncomfortable time of it since 
he undertook his double office, and has 
found more suspicion and general cussed- 
ness to the square inch than one lone man 
should be expected to deal with. 
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The Conclusions of Mr. Kline. 


I take interested note of a recent utter- 
ance of M. N. Kline, of Philadelphia, re- 
garding plans past and present, existing 
trade conditions, and a course to be fol- 
lowed which his judgment and experi- 
ence suggests. There is probably no 
man in the United States who knows 
more thoroughly the history of the cut- 
rate problem, or is more capable of giv- 
ing sound advice as to ways and means. 
He was, himself, one of the most active 
workers in the Campion plan of ’84, 
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spending several hours of every day in 
the executive office of that association of 
manufacturers and wholesalers, and large- 
ly directing its affairs by his own per- 
sonal effort, enthusiasm and intelligence. 
He has been identified with every general 
plan since attempted. He has been 
learning all the time; and is willing to 
confess that he knows a good deal more 
now than when he began. He has not 
only been a student of trade conditions 
in the widest sense, but he has been, and 
is to-day, a hard working man of busi- 
ness, directing a manutacturing and 
wholesale business of great proportions. 
In all his career he has been known as an 
eminently practical man of affairs—not a 
maker of flowery after-dinner speeches, 
but a man of committees, a man to con- 
struct solid and meaty reports, a very 
pointed and unrhetorical debater, a plain, 
downright worker without a particle of 
nonsense about him. He has always 
been listened to with respect, because he 
always had something to say worth lis- 
tening to. And what he has just said to 
us, is characterized by his usual modera- 
tion and great good sense and is well 
worth quiet reading and thinking over. 
The sum of it is this: Full prices can not 
be restored in the large centers. Cutters 
must not be fought with, for “war means 
waste.” Dispassionate reason is a better 
weapon, The retail druggist is not to be 
deprived of his right “to originate, pre- 
pare and advertise household remedies of 
his own.” These several points, he says, 
have been the mistakes of the past and 
the cause of failure of every plan put into 
effect, or attempted, in the past seventeen 
years. He evidently hopes for some 
amelioration, but not the cure, of the cut- 
rate evil, through the agency of compro- 
mise and good temper. 


aH e 


A Campaign of Compromises. 


Not unnaturally, the Philadelphia 
Wholesale Drug Company, in its execu- 
tive part, will be somewhat impatient of 
anything Mr. Kline has to say, regarding 
him as a rival jobber who would be glad 
to legislate them out of existence. But 
this would be a narrow and bigoted view, 
totally unfair and unreasonable. He is 
as much a manufacturer to-day as a job- 
ber, if that argument be necessary to an 
impartial consideration of his utterances. 
He is beset by all the disabilities and 
dangers that other manufacturers have to 
face; his material welfare is just as closely 
bound up and identified with the retail 
trade as is that of any. And above and 
beyond this, is his record of many years 
as chairman of the proprietary commit- 
tee. He knows, if any man in the world 
does, that drastic methods in dealing 
with cutters are invariably fruitless—that 
to fight a cutter is to raise the original 
Adam in him. After seventeen years of 
practical experience, he advises compro- 
mise.and urges good temper. Very neg- 
ative advice, a carping spirit may cry. 
But based on great good sense, neverthe- 
less. If you can’t thrash your enemy, 
you would best make a deal with him. 
More than one manufacturer has told me 
of sorrowful experiences in trying to force 
the cutter; and on the other hand, of 
greatly improved conditions resulting 
from treating with him. The cutter is in 
business for profit. He has no more ap- 
petite for selling things at cost than have 
any of his neighbors. But he does not 
believe in war prices, as some of them still 
seem to. He knows too well the temper 


of the purchasing public. So far as the 
goods of the Big Five are concerned, 
and that is the question that is at present 
on the carpet, there is probably not a 
cutter in the United States who would 
refuse to maintain a schedule established 
in his town, providing the schedule were 
a reasonable one. I do not believe for a 
moment, that the difficulty of enforcing 
the Big Five plan is going to lie at the 
doors of the cutter. Indeed, the only 
real difficulty so far encountered, seems 
to be experienced at the hands of the co- 
operative buying clubs, who are slow to 
realize that compromise is as much their 
duty as that of the units composing them. 


HF 
The Right Man for the Place. 


The more I see of Mr. Holliday’s meth- 
ods the more convinced am I that he is 
a good man for the work entrusted to 
him. I greatly feared at the outset that 
he would be too manifestly the agent of 
the wholesale interest to be able to suc- 
cessfully treat with the manufacturers. 
They must inevitably suspect his motives 
and doubt his entire good faith and im- 
partiality. But he has mastered this 
in a notable manner. Now it is the co- 
operative-buyers who are suspicious, re- 
garding him apparently as the hired as- 
sassin of their enemies, the jobbers, com- 
ing to them with a plausible smile on his 
lips but with a large knife behind his back. 
It should be apparent to all that he is 
really doing his honest best to build a 
platform upon which the three mutually- 
suspicious elements of the trade can stand 
with comfort—and to do this, he has to 
ask that each shall sacrifice a small mat- 
ter of elbow-room. And this sacrifice is 
much more apparent than real. The ag- 
gregate sale of any proprietary article 
comes back inevitably to the demand 
which the manufacturer can create and 
maintain for it. he trade will sell just 
as much of it under the regulations pro- 
posed by the present plan as they would 
if they were left quite unhampered. And 
being left to follow their own devices and 
desires with regard to it, means, as all the 
world knows, disorder and disruption. 
There may be a slight check in the sales 
at first, but in the end this will be evened 
up. It is, therefore, no hardship to the 
individual members of the buying-clubs 
which Mr. Holliday is proposing. They 
should, as individuals, do their utmost to 
prevent the executive part of their clubs 
from hampering in any way the progress 
of a movement calculated to develop a 
general good. The responsibility of the 
matter now lies at the doors of these in- 
dividual members. It may be, of course, 
that other obstacles arise which will bring 
fihal wreck to the movement, but the re- 
tail drug trade for whose behoof the 
movement is begun, should make it their 
business to see that they are not in any 
way responsible for the failure. They 
should take as their slogan “compromise 
and good temper.” 


se Ht SF 


Hard Lines for “Eth-pharmal” Products. 


It seems to me that the manufacturers 
of the so-called ethical products are, now- 
adays, suffering equally with the manu- 
facturers of so-called patent medicines— 
and from the same cause. Physicians 
are showing themselves to be quite as 
fickle and changeable as the public at 
large. They take up with strange new 
gods, clasping them to their bosoms and 
swearing by them, with every change of 
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the moon. It is a common saying that 

“the physician is a bad man to pin to.’ 
He seenis to have no more abiding con- 
victions on the subject of remedies than 
has the rest of the American public. 

that like the bee he ranges, 

Still seeking flowers more fresh and rare, 

His fickle fancy changes. 

The propagandist work of the smart 
detail men is responsible for this. The 
majority of physicians are not so busy 
that they can not give time to this indi- 
vidual—indeed, they seem rather to wel- 
come his call, for he is usually a well- 
informed man on the subject he discusses, 
and is thus able to furnish many helpful 
ideas. He consequently leaves the physi- 
cian deeply impressed with the value of 
the product and decided upon adopting 
it into his practice. And he does adopt 
it, gets good results, and is enthusiastic 
about it. Then another smart detail man 
with a rival product, comes along and 
goes into committee of the whole with 
the doctor. He knows all the arguments 
of the man who went before him, and has 
a brainful of new and more convincing 
ones. The physician is easy of conviction 
and at once adopts that product and 
swears by it—until the next agent comes 
along. It has, therefore, come to be one 
of the commonest things to see an eth- 
ical product spring into popularity, and 
then fade away as fall October leaves. 

Advertising and detail work are pow- 
erless to revive it. The physician is 
working about ten removes from it with 
one of its lineal descendants, and has all 
but forgotten its name. It seems to be 
the same in all departments of manufac- 
turning in this country. 


ee 


The Thirst for Novelty. 

There is a public thirst for novelty. The 
salesman in a shoe shop has only to say, 
“this is the latest last,’ and the pur- 
chaser takes it in preference to the last 
he wore the previous year, and which 
was perfectly satisfactory. It is difficult 
to obtain a cigar that one smoked five 
years ago; it is out of the market and the 
tobacconist says he never heard of it. 
“But here is the newest cigar, just put 
upon the market and very widely adver- 
tised.” An importer of crude drugs and 
heavy chemicals who had been brought 
up in the London market, told me that, 
ordinarily, it was impossible to induce a 
retail chemist of Great Britain to buy 
any goods whatever from a house he had 
not previously bought of. He might be 
convinced the goods were better, more 
conveniently presented, and cheaper—but, 
nevertheless, he would not buy them. If 
they came to him through his regular 
house, he would naturally welcome them 
—but he would ignore them utterly if he 
had to go outside to obtain them. Con- 
sequently, a British house has a perma- 
nent business which can be depended on. 
On the other hand, an American house 
has usually not one solitary customer in 
the whole country it can definitely depend 
upon for business. The next salesman 
who happens along can seduce the buyer 
by a quotation a fraction lower, or by the 
slightest apparent advantage. This na- 
tional fickleness is no doubt a tremendous 
commercial stimulus. It permits of no 
quiet after-dinner nap, no comfortable 
feeling that everything is well and one 
may take one’s ease on Easy street. There 
is no Easy street for the American manu- 
facturer and business man. He has to be 
eternally vigilant to the day of his death 
if he wants to remain in business. 
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Louisville Retailers Form a Co- 
operative Company. 


Louisville is to have a laboratory for 
the manufacture of pharmaceutical goods. 
The enterprise is to have a capital of 
‘$250,000, divided into 5,000 shares of $50 
each. It is to be known as the Southern 
Pharmacal Company. The movement is 
one of retail druggists alone, the stock- 
holders being limited to such dealers. 
Simon N. Jones, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists, 
is the acknowledged promoter of the 
project. 


Stamp Tax Ruling on Perfumery. 


The Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
has caused a thorough and systematic in- 
vestigation to be made of some of the 


principal manufacturers of perfume 
throughout the country—Paul Rieger, 
San Francisco, Dabrooks, Detroit, and 
Colgate, New York city, with the view of 
determining, if possible, the dividing line 
between retail and bulk packages of per- 
fumery. The results of these investiga- 
tions tended to show that it was errone- 
ous to suppose that there is any ratio be- 
tween the quantity and price of retail and 
bulk packages of perfume—that is to say. 
Paul Rieger states his t-ounce packages 
of extracts are sold to dealers for 35 
cents, and are ordinarily retailed for 50 
cents, and are stamped to correspond 
with this retail price. But he goes on to 
show that his 8-ounce packages are sold 
to the dealer for $1.40 and are retailed for 
$2. It will be observed that the profit 
to the retailer on the 1-ounce and 8-ounce 
packages is the same, 30 per cent. It 
was further shown that while dealers 
might, and usually did, retail from these 
8-ounce packages at a price from 40 cents 
to 75 cents an ounce, and thus secure to 
themselves an increase of profit, these 8- 
ounce packages were nevertheless very 
often sold in the original packages to 
the consumer for $2, and were stamped 
accordingly. 

Packages of perfume in larger quanti- 
ties than 8 ounces (pints, quarts, half-gal- 
lons and gallons), it was stated, are 
classed as bulk packages, and are usually 
sold to druggists and small manufactur- 
ers, who draw the goods off into pack- 
ages containing from one-half to eight 
ounces. Such bulk packages are 
stamped according to the number of 8- 
ounce packages contained therein. This 
perfumery is of the class known as 
standard extracts. 

As a result of this investigation, the 
Commissioner has published the follow- 
ing ruling: 

“With reference to standard extracts, 
and for the purpose of securing a uni- 
form method of computing the tax, it is 
held that 8 ounces shall be considered to 
be the largest retail package; that quan- 
tities in excess of 8 ounces are to be con- 
sidered as bulk packages. Retail pack- 
ages, as heretofore, must be stamped in 
accordance with the price at which they 
are ordinarily sold to the consumer. Bulk 
packages must be stamped in proportion 
to the number of 8-ounce packages con- 
tained therein, and according to the re- 
tail price of such 8-ounce packages. It 
would appear, therefore, under this rul- 
ing, that the perfumery in 8-ounce pack- 
ages found in your district stamped to the 
amount of 5 cents is properly stamped.” 


TA. AA. 


R. 9. 


ROLL OF HONORARY PROPRIETORS. 


The Need of the Hour--The Stamp Tax Hearing—Ward Organi- 
zation in Chicago—Additions to List of Members—Organiza- 
tion on the Pacific Slope—Report of Committee on Trade 


Marks. 


They Stand by the Retailer. 
\)= NUMBER of prominent proprietors 
A have recently given their individual 

assurances to the N. A. R. D. that 
in the future they will confine their sales 
at best prices absolutely to a uniform list 
of jobbers, who, will be selected to act 
as their wholesale This course 
has been repeatedly urged by both the 
N. W. D. A. and the N. A. R. D., and 
was also strongly recommended to its 
members by a resolution of the Proprie- 


agents. 


tary Association of America at its New 
York meeting in June, 1899. The follow- 
ing are the proprietors, each of whom 


has adopted this policy and stated that 
he will rigidly adhere to it: 


The J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass. 

C. I. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass. 

Lydia E. Pinkham Med. Co., Lynn., Mass. 

Drs. F. E. & J. A. Greene, Boston, Mass. 

Wells & Richardson Co., Burlington, Vt. 

World’s Dispensary Med. Ass’n, Buffalo, 
N 


ee 
Dr. D. Jayne & Son, Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Piso Company, Warren, Pa. 
California Fig Syrup Company, 
Francisco, Cal. 
The Centaur Company, New York City. 
The Peruna Drug Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Columbus, 0. 
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y. 
Dr. Miles Medical Company, Elkhart, Ind. 
Tarrant & Co., New York City. 
J. W. Campion & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Kickapoo Indian Medicine Company, New 
Haven, Conn. 
J. M. Grosvenor & Co., Boston, Mass. 


San 


Following is the authorized statement 
issued by the first five proprietors sign- 
ing the agreement and which may be 
taken as expressing the views of propri- 
etors generally: 


Ist. It is the sentiment of each of the 
following five proprietors, Ayer, Greene, 
Hood, Pinkham and Wells & Richardson 
Co., to render the agreement effective, 
all jobbers should agree to stop selling 
all goods, sundries, pharmaceutical and 
proprietary, to cutters and department 
stores, immediately upon the adoption of 
special list of jobbers by the manufac- 
turers; but for the purpose of carrying 
this plan into practical working, the pro- 
prietors will waive their objection to the 
selling of druggists’ sundries and phar- 
maceuticals, if the sentiment of the jobbers 
shall so favor. If jobbers are to continue 
to sell cutters for a considerable time 
while coming to an agreement, the man- 
ufacturers should have the same privil- 
ege. 


2d. Jobbers, through their salesmen, 
must refrain from running down proprie- 
tary goods, and give instructions to sell 


what is called for without giving prefer- 
ence to any particular article which may 
happen to pay a higher profit. 

3d. The jobbers agree to refrain from 
asking any further discounts than those 
at present allowed. 

4th. Each jobber for himself will agree 
to discontinue his non-secret department. 

5th. All manufacturers as far as practi- 
cable, certainly all large manufacturers, 
must agree upon the same list of distribu- 
tors. 

6th. Retailers, in exchange for this con- 
cession on the part of the manufacturers 
to limit the distribution of goods, and 
on the part of jobbers to refuse all or- 
ders from cutters and department stores, 
will agree not to substitute when stand- 
ard proprietary articles are called for, 
but in each case will give the customer 
what is asked for without argument. 





The Need of the Hour. 


Chicago, March 31, 1900. 

The national officers are receiving from 
time to time valuable suggestions as to 
needed reforms, which the N. A. R. D 
ought to undertake. These suggestions 
are gratefully received, and will have the 
attention they deserve, but the crying 
evil of the hour, price cutting, is deserv- 
edly receiving just now most of the at- 
tention of the executive officers. This, 
together with the work of organizing new 
societies and strengthening those already 
in existence, the repeal of the war revenue 
tax, and the amending of the trade-mark 
and patent laws, is furnishing an outlet 
for an infinite amount of energy, but all 
other needed reforms will, in due time, 
receive attention. 


The Stamp Tax Hearing. 


A hearing of arguments in favor of re- 
pealing the war revenue tax will be given 
by the Ways and Means Committee to the 
members of the drug trade on Tuesday, 
April 17, at 10:30 a. m._ It is expected 
that each branch of the trade will be 
represented and that each will present its 
own views of the working of the law and 
the hardships it imposes. It is gratifying 
to report that the indications point to 
success for the efforts in favor of repeal. 
Despatches from Washington state that 
President McKinley has under advise- 
ment the sending of a special message to 
Congress before adjournment advising 
a reduction of the war tax, while many 
prominent senators and representatives, 
among them several members of the 
Ways and Means Committee, strongly 
favor repealing the more objectionable 
features of the bill, among which ought 
certainly to be ranked the tax on medi- 
cines. 

The retail drug trade of the country is 
without doubt entitled to the credit of 
bringing about this change of sentiment. 
In almost every State the retail druggists 
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have plied their congressmen with reso- 
lutions, petitions and personal letters, 
have sent them newspaper articles favor- 
ing repeal, have visited them when at 
home and in other ways brought forcibly 
to their attention the injustice of the tax 
on medicine, nearly all of which tax they 
(the retailers) have been obliged to pay. 
The N. A. R. D. and its affiliated socie- 
ties have worked steadily and vigorously 
for many weeks and are elated at the 
prospects of success. “Druggists who will 
not find it inconvenient to be in Wash- 
ington on the date named are requested 
to join the retailers who will appear be- 
fore the committee, at the Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, at 9 a. m. of the day men- 
tioned. Chairman Thomas Stoddart, of 
the committee on national legislation, has 
the matter in charge and will be glad of 
accessions to the delegation. There should 
be po relaxation of the efforts being 
made to influence favorable action on the 
part of the Ways and Means Committee. 
This accomplished, it is not doubted the 
repeal of the features of the law objected 
to by druggists will be a certainty. 


N. A. R. D. NOTES. 


Additions to Membership. 


The following associations have re- 
cently been admitted to membership: 
March 19—Fountain county (Covington), 
Ind.; no cutting; officers, A. M. Booe, 
president; J. P. Buckner, secretary. 
March 21—Los Angeles county (Los An- 
geles), Cal., 70 members; officers, F. C. 
Wolf, president; Frank N. Drake, secre- 
tary. March 19—Tacoma, Wash.; L. U. 
Satterlee, president; A. Davidson, secre- 
tary. March 26—Santa Clara county 
(San Jose) Cal.; no cutting; C. W. 
Fisher, president; J. G. Munson, secre- 
tary. Each of those associations repre- 
sents most of the trade of their respective 
territories and are working to bring into 
their memberships the druggists not now 
affiliated. National Treasurer Heller has 
received donations from the Asheville (N. 
C.) and Santa Clara county (Cal.) associ- 
ations: also from Dr. Evans, Mt. Horeb, 
Wis.; W. H. Dement, Meville, Ia.; and 
N. Buseith, Deerfield, Wis. 


Live Druggists on the Pacific Slope. 


The Associated Retail Druggists of San 
Francisco is a live organization and has 
done some excellent work. Secretary 
Ladd writes, under a recent date: “The 
first of the year a new form of municipal 
government was adopted in this city, and 
under that law all druggists are called 
upon to pay a license of $21 per quarter 
for the privilege of selling spirituous 
liquors. The arrangement is manifestly 
unfair and has caused much dissatisfac- 
tion, and we are bending every energy to 
get relief, with some hope of success. 
We hope in a short time to have a Pacific 
Coast organization well under way.” 


Ward Organization. 


The organization of the Chicago drug- 
gists by wards is progressing in a thor- 
oughly satisfactory manner. Each ward 
club organized becomes a component part 
of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, which is to be changed to a delegate 
body composed of representatives of each 
of the thirty-five wards. Vigorous work 


is being done in every section of the city. 
Minor News Notes. 


An organization will be formed of the 
500 retail druggists in four tiers of coun- 


ties in Northern Illinois, exclusive of 
Cook county. 

Over 90 per cent. of the members of 
the Philadelphia Association of Retail 
Druggists paid their semi-annual dues 
without solicitation. 

The Columbus (O.) Association 
adopted the Louisville certificate plan. 

Since the first of the year the drug- 
gists of Asheville, N. C., have been re- 
ceiving full prices for all proprietaries, 
another instance of the beneficial influ- 
ence of the N. A. R. D. 

Write a postal to Thomas V. Wooten, 
secretary, 153 LaSalle street, Chicago, for 
blank applications for membership, con- 
stitution and by-laws suited to local as- 
sociations, literature or anything needed 
for association work. The N. A. R. D. 
needs the help of every druggist in the 
county who values his calling and is in- 
terested in its financial success. 

In order to clear up any misunderstand- 
ing that may exist in reference thereto, it 
should be stated that the assessment upon 
the members of the affiliated societies for 
the fiscal year ending December 31, 1900. 
is 50 cents. The assessment for the fiscal 
year ended December 31, 1899, was 25 
cents per capita. 


PATENT AND TRADE-MARK 
LAWS. 


has 


Retailers’ Views Expressed. 

Chicago, April 3.—The attitude of re- 
tail druggists of the United States toward 
patent and trade-mark laws is shown by 
the following report which was presented 
to the commissioners at their recent meet- 
ing in Chicago by John C. Gallagher, 
chairman of the committee on trade- 
marks and patents of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists: 

To the Commissioners appointed to revise Patent 
and Trade-Mark Laws of the United States: 

Gentlemen: The chairman of the Committee on 
Trade-Marks and Patents of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists has the honor to sub- 
mit to you for your consideration an account of 
the unjust features of the present Trade-Mark 
and Patent laws, in so far as they affect the 
pharmaceutical trade of this country. He trusts 
that the very apparent evils that have resulted and 
are continuing under the present law, will fur- 
nish a compelling and unresisting argument to 
your Commission of the urgent necessity to revise 
the existing Trade-Mark and Patent laws, so that 
the ends of fairness and justice may be for- 
warded and secured. Our wbjections are based 
against the unjust features as follows: 

I. Of the Patent laws in that they grant (a) 
monopolies on the drug itself, thereby stifling 
invention and encouraging exorbitant prices; 
(b) too liberal concessions to foreigners; (c) their 
laxity. 

II. Of the Trade-Mark laws in that they grant 
(a) trade-marks on the name of the article. 


Unjust Features of Patent Laws. 

(a) The present patent laws are supposed to 
grant a limited monopoly to the inventor, as a 
reward for the good that his ingenuity and labor 
has conferred on the people at large; often this 
reward is out of proportion to the deserts of the 
inventor, for by granting Letters Patent on the 
article itself and not on the process of manufac- 
ture only, we stifle the inventive energy of this 
country, and deprive the community of the addi- 
tional benefit that would thereby accrue by rea- 
son of the cheapness and improvement of the ar- 
ticle itself through the discovery of improved and 
more economic methods of manufacturing; hence 
the monopoly is too extensive and stimulation of 
personal greed results as opposed to the general 
good. The classes and not the masses are directly 
and indirectly benefited, exorbitant prices are de- 
manded and exacted. An illustration of this fact 
may be adduced from the well known medicinal 
remedy, Antipyrine, which, when under the pro- 
tection of our patent laws, that throw too many 
safeguards around the article, instead of the 
process of manufacture, retailed for one dollar 
and a half ($t.50) an ounce; after expiration of 
the. patent the same article may be bought for 
eighteen cents ($0.18) an ounce. 


No Product Patent in Foreign Countries. 


(b) Foreign countries, viz.: Argentina, Austria, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Denmark, France, Germany, 
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Ilungary, italy, Japan, Norway, Portugal, Russia, 
Swecen, Turkey, Uruguay, do not grant patents. 
on medicinal preparations and chemicals; some 
grant the patent on the process only—not on the 
product; surely our country which makes the 
proud beast of encouraging and protecting home 
industry, should not be less solicitous of its citi- 
zens’ welfare than the countries already enu- 
merated are. Some of these countries compel 
the inventor as a condition upon which the patent 
is granted to manufacture the article within the 
confines of the country that grants the Letters 
Patent; we do not, and the result is that an ar- 
ticle patented in this country may be manufac- 
tured in another country and imported, much to 
the detriment of our home industries; here again. 
the general good is ignored and private gains aug- 
mented. Protection to other industries has pro- 
duced such good results that to-day they are ex- 
porters instead of importers, while in the drug 
industry the opposite obtains, owing to the fact 
that our government grants by the present Patent 
laws more concessions to foreign countries than 
they will give to us. 

(c) It is a notorious fact that’ many Letters 
Patent are granted on drugs and chemicals that 
cannot substantiate their claims of conferring 
additional good on mankind. This is due to the 
laxity of our present Patent laws, and owing to 
the failure of proper investigation and experi- 
mentation being instituted to attest these claims, 
the average time given to the consideration of an 
application is not sufficient to fully.establish the 
merits or demerits of the invention. 


The Remedy Desired. 


_ The remedy we desire is: First—That adequate 
time be given to investigate the merits claimed’ 
by the inventor so as to demonstrate that it is 
novel, and thereby confer additional good on the 
country at large. 

Second—Patents should be granted on the 





process only—not on the product. 


Third—Articles made according to the process. 
patented must be manufactured in this country. 

Fourth—No foreigner be granted greater 
privileges in this country than is given to him 
by his own. 

As an alternative for second, we desire that 
the revised Patent laws forbid the granting of 
Letters Patent on medicines, as that term is un- 
derstood in the art of healing. 


Trade-Marks. 


The predominant iniquity of our present Trade- 
Mark laws is that they secure to the owner a 
too exclusive right to the name of the article. 
This name might be a word coined by him, or one 
or a combination of two or more words in ordi- 
nary usage; they allow possessors of patents to 
continue the life of the monopoly granted by the 
Letters Patent by claiming a perpetual protection 
by reason of their registered trade-mark or trade- 


marks. 
The Remedy Desired. 


The remedy: (a) No trade-mark be granted on 
a name or combination of names coined or other- 


wise. 

(b) That the trade-mark rights be confined en- 
tirely to brands, symbols, signs and devices. 

In conclusion, the chairman of the Committee 
on Trade-Marks and Patents of the National As- 
sociation of Retail Drurgists prays the Commis- 
sioners appointed under the act, approved June 
4, 1898, to revise and amend the statutes relatin 
to patents, trade and other marks, and trade pes | 
commercial names, that they give due considera- 
tion to the argument as briefly stated by him 
against the iniquities of the present Patent and 
Trade-Mark laws, as they affect the pharma- 
ceutical industry of this country. He cannot too 
strenuously emphasize his objections to the in- 
justice of granting patents on the product in- 
stead of the process, and of trade-marking the 
name instead of the sign, symbol or device as dis- 
tinguishing the brand. “‘Charity begins at home;” 
under the present Patent and Trade-Mark laws 
we have gone abroad to dispense the good, that 
we should have, to foreigners who will not grant 
to us equal if not similar benefits. The reci- 
procity that now obtains puts us at the mercy of 
the foreign manufacturer; most exorbitant prices 
are demanded and received, against which the 
present law contains no remedy. The chairman 
of the above named committee further prays the 
Commissioners that the results of their revision 
will be such that amelioration of the present dis- 
satisfaction and unjust conditions will ensue on- 
the event of its acceptance and passage by Con- 

ress, so that an everlasting benefit may be con- 
erred on the sick, sore and afflicted citizens of 
these, our United States. He asks this as the 
representative of thirty-eight thousand (38,000) 
retail druggists of the Unitea States, who voice 
their wishes with the power that 7 of organ- 
ized effort gives, and are determined’ to agitate 
these measures for relief until Congress shall see 
the justice of their demands. 

JOHN C. GALLAGHER, Chairman, 


Committee on Trade-Marks and’ Patents of the 
National’ A’ssociation: of Retail Druggists. 
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ASSOCIATIONS WILL MEET. 


Calendar of Coming Events. 


MAY A GREAT CONVENTION MONTH. 


May a Busy Month—Many Associations Meet thus Early in the Year—The Pharmaco- 
peial Convention Leads off—Next the American Pharmaceutical Association—Seven 
State Associations}will hold their Annual Gatherings—N. W. D. A. Meets in Sep- 


tember at Chicago. 


A complete and detailed account of the programme Pharmacopceial Convention 


will be found on another page in this issue. 


Calendar for May. 


Association Place of Meeting. Date. 
Pharmacopoieal 

Convention Washington May 2 
A. Ph. A. .......Richmond, Va. May 7 
Alabama ......... Mobile May 15 
TEAS Ararat ato Dallas May 15 
Gecreit Ws... Savannah May 22 
Indian Ter.......Muskogee May 22 
PRASAB cipm ss s.06 Hutchinson May 22 
New Jersey .....Asbury Park brand 23 

May 


South Carolina..Charleston 


American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 


In accordance with resolution of Coun- 
cil, approved by the Association at large, 
the following program for the forty- 
eighth annual meeting has been sub- 
mitted by Charles Caspari, Jr., general 
secretary; T. Ashby Miller, local secre- 
tary; and George W. Kennedy, secretary 
of the Council: 

“Program: 

MONDAY, MAY 7. 


10.00 a. m.—Session of the council. 


3.00 p. m.—First general session. 
8.30 p. m.—Reception of visitors. 
TUESDAY, MAY 8. 
9.00 a. m.—Second general session. 
12.00 p. m.—Carriage drive. ; 
3.30 p. m.—First session of section on com- 
mercial interests. 
8.30 p. m.—Concert. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9. 
10.00 a. m.—Second session of section on com- 
mercial interests. _ abe 
3.00 p. m.—First session of section on scientific 
papers. | . ; 
8.00 p. m.—Second session of section on scien- 
tific papers. 
THURSDAY, MAY 10. 
9.00 a. m.—Trip to Old Point Comfort, via 
Cc. & O. R. R., returning about 
7.00 p. m. 
FRIDAY, MAY 11. 
9.00 a. m.—Third session of section on scien- 
tific papers. ; 
2.00 p. m.—First session of section on educa- 
tion and legislation. 
4.30 p. m.—Trolley car ride. ; 
8.30 p. m.—Second session of section on edu- 
cation and legislation. 
SATURDAY, MAY 12. 
10.00 a. m.—Third session of section on educa- 
tion and legislation. 
3.00 p. m.—Final general session. 
8.30 p. m.—-Entertainment in roof garden of 


Hotel Jefferson. 
The above program will very probably 
be adopted without material change. 


Iowa Pharmaceutical Association. 


The date of the next annual meeting 
of the Iowa Pharmaceutical Association 
has been fixed for July to, 11, 12. Fur- 
ther details may be obtained from’ the 
secretary of the. association, Fletcher 
Howard, of Des Moines. 


N. W. D. A. 





Program for the Chicago Meeting. 

The committee on arrangement and 
entertainment for the annual meeting of 
the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation met at the Auditorium Hotel, 
Chicago, on Monday, March 26, and se- 
lected September 10 to 15 as the time 
and the Auditorium Hotel as the place 
of meeting for the Association. The 
Auditorium Hotel has made the following 
special rates for members and visitors 
attending the meeting: European plan. 
$2 per day; room, with bath, $2.50 per 
day; American plan, $3.50 per day, room 
with bath, $4 per day. G, P. Englehard 
was chosen secretary and M. L. Barrett, 
treasurer, of the committee, and the 
chairman of the general committee. Chas. 
F. Weller, Omaha, was declared ex- 
officio chairman of all sub-committees, 
Mr. Englehard to act as chairman in his 
absence. . 

Below is the program approved by the 
committee with the names of the mem- 
bers of the sub-committees having each 
particular feature in charge: 

MONDAY EVENING, SEPT. 10. 

“‘Smoker,’’ Etc.—Searle, Ball, Buehler, Cobb, 


Kearney. 
TUESDAY EVENING. 
President’s Reception.—Weller, 
Buehler, Searle, Barrett. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 
Carriages for Ladies.—Kearney, Ball, Ken- 
field. : 
WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Theatre Party.—Odena, Kathrens, 
Engelhard. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON. ! 
Carriage Drive.—Same committee as ‘Carriages 
for Ladies,” above. : 
THURSDAY EVENING. 
Banquet at Hotel.—Buehler, Stone, Cook, Ball, 
Van Ness Person. 
Committee on Engelhard, 


Odena. 
FRIDAY, 10 A. M. 
Excursion to Mackinac by steamer Manitou. 
—Kenfield, Kathrens, Weller, Stone, Barrett. 
Entertainment on steamer and at Mackinac.— 
Engelhard, Weller, Searle, Ball, Kenfield. 
he remaining sub-committees are: 
Ways and Means.-—Kathrens, Buehler, Kear- 
ney, Barrett, Searle, Owen, Ball. 
Totes —deadioune. Odena, Cook. , 
Entertainment and Flowers for Ladies.—Bar- 
rett, Buehler, Searle, Engelhard, Wheeler. 
Badges and Souvenirs.—Kenfield, Odena, Kear- 
ne ’ 


Engelhard, 


Kearney, 


Speakers.—Weller, 


DP rintin —Engelhard, Stone, Van Ness Person. 
Place of Meeting.—Weller, Odena, Searle. 
Committee Rooms.—Toms. ‘ 

General Committee on Reception.—Engelhard, 
chairman, and balance of committee. 

Registration.—Stone. 

The full list of the committee on ar- 
rangements and entertainment follows: 

Charles F. Weller, chairman, Omaha, Neb.; 

G. P. Engelhard, secretary, 358 Dearborn street, 

Chicago; 7 Barrett, treasurer, 219 Lake 

street, Chicago; F. M. Odena, Parke Davis & Co., 
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Detroit; E. D. Kenfield, 199 Randolph street, 
Chicago; Clarence G. Stone, 2 East Forty-second 
street, New York; E. Buehler, 134 Lake 
street, Chicago; Joseph Kearney, 197 Randolph 
street, Chicago; thomas A. Cobb, Charles Baum- 
bach Company, Milwaukee; J. E. Toms, Wood- 
ward Faxon & Co., Kansas City; G. D. Searle, 
73-75 Wells, Chicago; James kK. Owen, Lord, 
Owen & Co., Chicago; J. R. Kathrens, Pabst 
Brewing Company, Milwaukee; Godfrey H. Ball, 
57-59 S. Water street, Chicago; E. C. Homan, 
Paris, Allen & Co., New York; D. Y. Wheeler, 
Denver; D. Van Ness Person, Chicago; Thomas 
P. Cook, New York. 


New Jersey Association. 


_The_ thirtieth annual meeting of the 
New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association 
will be held at the West End Hotel, As- 
bury Park, May 23 and 24. 

_The local committee, comprising Geo. 
E, Williams, F. F. Colemen, M. D., S. 
D. Woolley, Henry Thornton, and F. L. 
Wilcox, promise visitors a good time, 
and will spare neither time nor pains to 
make the affair a thoroughly successful 
one in every detail. They have secured 
ample accommodation at the “West End” 
at the special rate of $2.50 per diem. This 
hotel is very well located near the beach, 
lake, and on the trolley line. Following 
is the programme of the meeting: 

Program. 

Wednesday, May 23, at 10 a. m.—Address of 
welcome. Address of the president. Report of 
the secretary. Report of the treasurer. Report 
of the Board of Pharmacy. Appointment of 
Nominating Committee. Appointment of Com- 
mittee on Place of Meeting. Communications. 

Afternoon Session, at 2:30 p. m.—Report of 
Membership Committee. Report of the delegates. 
Report of Legislative Committee. Report of 
Trade Interest Committee. Report of Muery 
Committee. Reading and discussion of papers. 
Miscellaneous business. 

‘Thursday, May 24, at 9 a. m.—Report om Com- 
mittee on President’s Address. Report of Com- 
mittee on Place of Meeting.- Report of Executive 
Committee. Election of new members. Report of 
Nominating Committee. Election of officers. Ap- 
pointment of delegates and local committee by 
newly elected president. 


A Congress of Pharmaceutical Spe- 
cialty Manufacturers. 


The International Congress of the In- 
dustry and Commerce of Pharmaceutical 
Specialties will be held in Paris during 
the Exhibition. It will be open on Sept. 
3. The president will be M. Victor Fu- 
mouze, a well known patent medicine 
manufacturer. The Congress is to be di- 
vided into three sections. The first will 
deal with the trade in pharmaceutical spe- 
cialties between different countries, the 
comparative importance of the produc- 
tions of such specialties in each country 
and its colonies, and the means for facil- 
itating and developing the trade in patent 
medicines. Section 2 will treat of the reg- 
ulation controlling the manufacture and 


sale of patent medicines in differ- 
ent countries, as well as_ the 
question of custom house _ duties. 


Section 3 is to discuss the guarantees 
given by trade-marks from an interna- 
tional point of view. This Congress is be- 
ing arranged by patent medicine manu- 
facturers in opposition to the very marked 
anti-patent movement that exists here, 
and it is more than likely that the pro- 
moters of the Congress will take steps to 
keep the discussions in their own hands, 
as all papers intended to be read at the 
meetings have to be submitted in ad- 
vance. The Committee of the Internation- 
al Pharmacy Congress has decided that 
no discussion on the subject of patent 
medicines will be tolerated at the meet- 
ings which open on Aug. 2. It was M. 
Denize, a rampant anti-patent agitator, 
who proposed the discussion on patents 
at the Pharmacy Congress, and one of 
his friends, M. Gamel, was emphatic as be- 
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ing against such discussion. He is of 
opinion that they have not the right as 
Frenchmen to proclaim to foreigners 
that they are powerless to fight against 
patent medicines. 


The Massachusetts Meeting. 

The announcement is made that the 
nineteenth annual meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Pharmaceutical Association will 
take place at Newburyport on June 19, 20 
and 21, and Charles L. Davis has been se- 
lected as local secretary. The programme 
for the meeting has not yet been made 
public. 


The tenth annual meeting of the Okla- 
homa Pharmaceutical Association will be 
held in Shawnee, Wednesday, April 4. 
This organization has always been one 
of the most loyal and active supporters of 
the national association. It is probable 
that the attendance this year will be un- 
usually large. 


Louisville College Commence- 


ment. 
twenty-ninth annual commence- 
Louisville College of Phar- 
2:30 o’clock on March 
The graduating 


The 
ment of the 
macy took place at 
23, at Library Hall. 
class was composed of the following 
members: Arthur Kipp, Indiana: C. T. 
Kipping, Kentucky; William H. Fischer, 
Kentucky; Edley M. Spence, Arkansas; 
W. M. Ernst, Kentucky; Leslie P. Baker, 
Kentucky; Charles Rikert, Kentucky; B. 
L. Williams, Mississippi, and A. D. Ad- 
cock, Kentucky. 

Edley M. Spence, of Lonoke, Ark., and 
Anderson D. Adcock, of Carrollton, were 
valedictorian and _ salutatorian of the 
class. The following honors were taken 
by Mr. Kipp: Alumni gold medal for best 
general essay; Louisville College of 
Pharmacy medal, for best thesis; Peter 
Bauer medal for best chemical laboratory 
examination, and Robinson-Pettet gold 
medal for best materia medica examina- 
tion. 

Mr. Williams secured the following hon- 
ors: Edward C. Pfingst memorial = 
medal for second best general averag 
and George Zubrod gold medal for “ot 
microscopic examination. 

Of the thirty-three members of the 
Juniors Edward B. Schultz, of Batesville, 
Ind., secured the M. C. Peter gold medal 
for the best general average. 


Vermont Board of Pharmacy. 


A meeting was held at Rutland on 
April 4. The next meetings of the board 
will be held at the following places: White 
River Junction, July 11, 1900; Burling- 
ton, October 3, 1900; Montpelier, January 
I and 2, 1901 (the second for examina- 
tions). Attention is called to Section 
4660 of the Revised Statutes of Vermont, 
which reads as follows: 

Each pharmacist licensed by said board shall, 
during the month of January, 1897, and _ bi- 
ennially thereafter, apply for a renewal of said 
license and pay therefor to the treasurer of said 
board the sum of two dollars. Any pharmacist 
failing to apply for said renewal, and to pay 
such renewal fee, on or before the first day of 
the following April, shall have his license re- 
voked by the board, and shall cease to have 
authority to carry on the practice of pharmacy, 
until he shall have successfully passed the reg- 
ular examination prescribed by the Board of 
Pharmacy, and paid to the treasurer the regular 


examination fee. ; 
All pharmacists in the State who have 


not complied with the above, and paid 
the renewal fee of $2, due January 1, 
1899, have forfeited their licenses, and are 
required to forward the same to Secre- 
tary J. G. Bellrose, Burlington, at once. 


The Dakota Board. 


The North Dakota Board of Pharmacy, 
consisting of H. L. Houssamen, of Graf- 
ton; Secretary, W. S. Parker, of Lisbon, 
and H. E. White, of Jamestown, finished 
their work on March 14 and reported that 
out of a class of twenty but six were 
demed qualified to practice pharmacy. 

Out of twenty candidates the following 
were successful and certificates of regis- 
tration will be issued to them: Rasmus 
O. Hatlelid, Grafton; Fred M. White, 
Wyndmere; Carl Sundstrom, Barnesville, 
Minn.; Andrew Erickson, Cooperstown; 

J. Murphy, Courtenay, and T. A. 
Boss, Fargo. 

The next meeting of the board will be 
held at Fargo on Wednesday, October 
17, IQOO. 


Virginia Board of Pharmacy. 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the 
Board of Pharmacy of Virginia was held 
in Richmond, March 19 to 24. Of the 
sixty-one candidates presenting them- 
selves the following passed successfully: 

Pharmacists.—W. W. Tyler, Cape Charles; J. 
E. Boon, Roanoke; F, T. Cassiday, Richmond; 
W. Kent Vaughan, Elizabeth City; G. F. Grant, 
Abingdon; W. F. Driver, Timberville; J. W. 
Barnett, Bedford City; S. S. McGee, Roanoke; 
E. J. Conrad, Salem; W. S. Nicklin, Winchester: 
Frank R. Tyler, Fredericksburg; W. H. Barnes, 
Greenville, S. C.; C. N. Gibson, Newport News; 
R. J. Marks, Richmond; W. K. Goolrich, Fred- 
ericksburg; L. B. Montague, Norfoik; C. N. 
Price, Lexington; B. T. Thompson, Berkley; Dr. 
Cc. F. Hall, Snow Hall, Md.; A. T. Snellings, 
3oydton; Oscar Doster, 


Richmond; J. W. Rison 
Richmond; R. C. Hume, Petersburg; R. H. 


Scott, Richmond. 

Assistant Pharmacists.—Thomas J. Jeffries, 
Newport News; E. J. Willson, Rockville, Md.; 
R. R. Totty, Petersburg; Charles L. McDonald, 
Hot Springs; E. P. Wilkins, Norfolk; H. T. Mor- 
rison, Luray; J. Paul Jones, Onancock; A 
Surgess, Elizabeth City, N. C.; J. Allen, 


Danville; ig [. Price, Ash- 
land; G. B. Sheppe, Dayton; Lawrence Washing- 
ton, Alexandria; H. H. Aldhizer, Broadway, Va. 
At the reorganization of the Board. J. 
Avis, of Harrisonburg, was re-elected 
ty and E. R. Beckwith, of Peters- 
burg, secretary and treasurer. 


Staunton; J. M. Lea, 


The Georgia Board of Pharmacy. 


The Georgia State Board of Pharmacy 
met on March 2oth in the ballroom of the 
Kimball House, Atlanta, Ga. A full at- 
tendance of the board was present, which 
is composed of Dr. S. C. Durban, chair- 
man, Augusta, Ga.; Dr. Harry Sharp, At- 
lanta, Ga.; Dr. J. P. Turner, Columbus, 
Ga.; Dr. Max Morris, Macon, Ga., and 
Dr. George F. Payne, secretary, appoint- 
ed from State at large, Atlanta, Ga. There 
were forty applicants for license, twenty- 
eight succeeded in passing the examina- 
tion required, and twelve failed. The fol- 
lowing is the grade and address of the 
successful applicants, in alphabetical or- 
der: 

Robert H. Anderson, pharmacist, 
ville, Ga. ; O. W. Bethea, pharmacist, 
S. C.; M. J. Blackman, apothecary, 
Ga.; Edgar K. Braselton, druggist, 
Virgil C. Cooke, apothecary, Atlanta, Ga.; D. L. 
Franklin, apothecary, Atlanta, Ga.; H. C. Free- 
man, druggist, Columbus, Ga.; M. T. Gilmore, 
pharmacist, Milledgeville, Ga.; Horace Gray, 
druggist, Atlanta, Ga.; Isadore Hermann, drug- 
gist, ~<a ig oe J. P. Harrell, apothecary, 
Quitman, Ga.; L. Jamerson, druggist, Yates- 
ville, Ga.; W. E. PP acy M.D., druggist, At- 


Crawford- 

Florence, 
Columbus, 
Perry, Ga.; 
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lanta, Ga.; J. R. Jordan, pharmacist, Barnesville, 
Ga.; F. G. Miller, apothecary, Milledgeville, Ga.: 
James W. Powell, druggist, Sylvania, Ga.; Chan 
dler Raymond, apothecary, a a Ga.; C. 
Reeves, ‘pharmacist, Selma, Ala.; J. Sidney Rob. 
erts, apothecary, Atlanta, Ga.; W. A. Sams, 
apothecary, whe. Sage, Maggs Ga.; Stovall Simpson, 
druggist, Atlanta, Ga.; H. S. Smith, apothecary, 
Cartersville, Ga.; R. W. Spier, pharmacist, Guy- 
ton, Ga.; R. E. Stone, M.D., druggist, Atlanta, 
Ga. ; Cosby Swanson, pharmacist, Newnan, Ga.; 
a. D. Timmons, pharmacist, Edgefield, S. ; 
Charles G. Watson, pharmacist, Cuthbert, Ga.: 
A. G. Verderman, apothecary, Sparta, Ga. 

O. W. Bethea secured the highest 
mark, and was awarded a complimentary 
interstate license free of charge. C. C. 
Reeves, of Selma, Ala., made the second 
highest percentage. Mr. Bethea now 
stands highest on the score for the 
Sprague Gold Medal, which is offered by 
Mr. Sprague of New York, a representa- 
tive of Sharp & Dohme, for the young 
man making the highest general average 
during the year. There is one other ex- 
amination which takes place before the 
close of the competition for this year’s 
medal, which will give some one else an 
opportunity to exceed Mr. Bethea’s per- 
centage. This class of forty is by far the 
largest that has ever come before the 
board at one time. ~This shows the in- 
creased interest and activity of pharma- 
cists in the enforcement of the law. Dr. 
S. C. Durban, chairman of the board, ap- 
pointed Dr. George F. Payne as a com- 
mittee of one to get up portable pre- 
scription cases for using in practical ex- 
aminations at the next meeting, the 
State Pharmaceutical Association at its 
last meeting at Warm Springs, having 
appropriated on the motion of Dr. Payne 
a sum of money for this purpose, to be 
used at the discretion of the board. 

The next meeting of the board will be 
at Savannah, May 2ist, the day preceding 
the annual meeting of the State Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 





Chicago College of Pharmacy 
Alumni. 


The annual business meeting and elec- 
tion of officers of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of the Chicago College of Pharmacy, 
the School of Pharmacy of the University 
of Illinois, was held at the Palmer House 
on the evening of Wednesday, March 28. 

The treasurer’s report was read, and 
showed a balance on hand of $226.10. 
The election resulted as follows: Presi- 
dent, W. B. Day; first vice-president, 
Herman Fry; second vice-president, Max 
Sobel; secretary, E. D. Irvine; treasurer, 
W. P. Knoche: executive committee, W. 
A. Puckner, P. F. A. Rudnick, C. C. 
Cook, J. A. Hellmuth, E. A. Zahn and A. 
D. Thornburn. A committee of three 
was appointed to arrange for the annual 
banquet to the graduating class of the 


college. the banquet to be given on 
Thursday evening, April 
Following the business meeting, the 


fourth of the series of meetings for the 
discussion of pharmacopoeial revision 
was held. A report of this meeting is 
published in another column. 


A Testimonial. 


“T’ve called,” said the patent medicine 
man, who was after a testimonial. “be- 
cause I understand our tonic did you 
good, and—” 

“Yes,” the victim interrupted; “it did 
me good and proper. Two more bottles 
would probably do me completely. What! 
going? Good day.” 
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REMOVE THE TAX. 


A Movement to Secure the Repeal 
of the Law. 


INTERVIEWS WITH LEADERS IN 
THE TRADE. 


NIE determined efforts now being put 
1 forth by the entire drug trade of the 
country to secure either a repeal or 
a reduction of the stamp taxes on med- 
icinal proprietary articles and prepara- 
tions as imposed by Schedule B of the 
War Revenue Act, will reach a climax 
on Tuesday, April 17, when there will 
be a hearing at Washington before the 
Ways and Means Committee on House 
Bill No. 7093, introduced by the Hon. 
Henry S. Boutell, of Illinois, and the ob- 
ject of which is the relief sought. 

It is believed that no less than 200 
leading druggists and proprietary medi- 
cine men will be present at this hearing, 
and rooms at the Raleigh Hotel have 
been already secured as _ headquarters. 
Prominent among those who will attend 
will be Thomas Stoddart, of Buffalo, the 
chairman of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion of the National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists; George L. Douglas, Chi- 
cago, counsel to the committees, and ten 
prominent druggists from Western 
points. Mr. Douglas will visit New York 
to confer with members of the Proprie- 
tary Association here before going on 
to the Capitol. 

While the full list of manufacturers and 
others from this city who will attend 
cannot yet be given, it is known that all 
of the pharmaceutical associations of this 
city have appointed delegates to attend. 
The Manhattan Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion will send C. O. Bigelow, the Ger- 
man Apothecaries Society, Felix Hirse- 
man, and the Kings County Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society, William Muir. 


Outspoken Opposition. 


Wm. Wilson, well-known as proprietor 
of several Broadway drug stores, is one of 
those who have always been outspoken 
against the tax, and although he will not 
be able to go to Washington, he has 
been an active worker in the cause. 

“We retailers have really had to bear 
the brunt of this tax,” he said, “and I 
am gladtohearthat retailers will be large- 
ly represented at the hearing at Wash- 
ington. As a rule retail druggists are 
unable to leave their business affairs, but 
in a case like this the self-sacrifice is 
worthy of the cause. 

“The time has come when the Govern- 
ment can well afford to repeal this tax. 
It is not needed for revenue and the rev- 
enue receipts show it. If there had been 
an equal division of tax between the 
manufacturer, the retailer, and the con- 
sumer it would have been all right. But 
many of the manufacturers have billed 
their goods to us with the tax added, and 
the price is an advertised one, so that we 
cannot add the tax if we were so inclined. 
Consequently the entire burden falls on 
the retailer. 

“Tt is hard to see, too, how the Gov- 
ernment really profits by the tax of a 
fractional part of a cent. For instance, 
on 5 cent articles we must add an eighth 
of a cent and to 10 cent articles a quar- 
ter cent stamp. Surely the cost of en- 
graving, of printing, of expressing, and 
of clerical work in getting these stamps 
to the druggist must cost more than the 


revenue. That they can well afford to 
stop the tax, too, because of the money 
now in the treasury over and above all 
demands on the Government, is conclu- 
sively shown by the figures that have 
been drawn up. 


The Stamp Tax an Extreme Injustice. 


“To my mind,” said Thomas F. 
Main, of Tarrant & Co., “there is little 
doubt that the tax on proprietary medi- 
cines and pharmaceuticals should be the 
first of the war taxes to be taken off. It 
was put on as a war tax, and now that 
the war is over it is piling up a big sur- 
plus in the treasury. 

“Now, a big surplus in the treasury 
means appropriations for objects that 
would not stand a chance with the drug 
trade if the tax had been levied for those 
purposes. In other words, the money of 
the wholesale and retail druggists of the 
country will be expended for things in 
which the trade has not the slightest in- 
terest. A big surplus conduces to ex- 
travagance and is not a good thing. 

“Besides that the stamp tax as applied 
to the drug trade is an extreme injustice 
and is the worst possible form of class 
legislation. A tax is supposed to be a 
levy on the general public. In this par- 
ticular instance it is not. It is paid either 
by the manufacturer of drugs or the re- 
tailer, and is not a tax on the public at 
all. There is no good reason why it 
should continue to exist.” 


Mr. Harding-Points to the Surplus in the 
Treasury. 

H. B. Harding is among those who in- 
tend being present at the hearing. He 
said: 

“The war tax inessure was passed in 
Congress with the distinct understanding 
that it would be repeale:! when the war 
was over. That surplus of $16,000,000 
wouid tend ito show that the war is over. 
That is about the strongest point that we 
can make, and I hepe it will carry the 


day. 


Small Chance for Its Repeal. 


A prominent wholesale druggist in dis- 
cussing the coming trip to Washington, 
said: 

“While I am as greatly opposed to the 
revenue tax as anybody, I must admit 
that there seems little chance that it will 
be repealed before the next session of 
Congress. This present hearing, as I 
look upon it, will serve its purpose in 
educating and informing the committees 
of the real wishes of the trade, but there 
is so much unfinished business now ge- 
fore Congress that I do not believe it will 
be reached.” 


The Pure Food Congress. 


The National Pure Food Congress 
convened in Washington March 7. The 
principal point of interest in the pro- 
ceedings of the Congress was the 
effort which was made by a _ con- 
siderable portion of the delegates, largely 
composed of men who might be sus- 
pected, at least, of having some selfish 
interest in the matter, to switch the Con- 
gress from an indorsement of the Brosius 
bill, which it practically originated in 
1898, again indorsed at its meeting in 
1899, to the Babcock bill, the difference 
between these two lying largely in the 
administrative feature, or the first sec- 
tion. 

The Brosius bill places the administra- 
tion under the charge of the Secretary of 


Agriculture, assisted by the Bureau of 
Chemists of the Agricultural Department. 

The Babcock bill provides for the crea- 
tion of a new office with a presidential ap- 
pointee, to be known as the Food Com- 
missioner in Charge. It is provided in 
this bill that this officer shall receive a 
salary of $5,000 per annum, and shall hold 
office for four years, or until his successor 
is appointed. 

The probabilities are that a good many 
of those who now hold the position of 
food commissioners in the various States, 
felt that things might come their way if 
this alteration in the passage of this bill 
could be effected, but a very large ma- 
jority of the congress believed that to 
keep it under the charge of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, who is a member of the 
cabinet, and selected, it is safe to assume, 
with somewhat more care by the Presi- 
dent than would be an ordinary appointee, 
such as the Food Commissioner would 
be, should be the man to administer the 
bill if it ever becomes a law. 

In addition to this, those who opposed 
the Babcock bill believed that the prop- 
osition to take up this measure and drop 
the Brosius bill would seriously hinder 
the passage of the bill, for the reason that 
the people would begin to suspect that 
those urging this legislation were con- 
cerned more in creating an office than in 
preventing an evil. The Committee on 
ri tes gs by a majority of 24 against 

, happily indorsed the Brosius bill, and 
the Congress, after a long and very ani- 
mated discussion, did the same by a sig- 
nificant majority. 

The druggists who were present at this 
congress organized with George A. Kelly 
acting as chairman and W. L. Cliffe as 
secretary, and they recommended a few 
changes in the Brosius bill; namely, the 
striking out oi all reference to cosmetics, 
and sine the striking out of the words 
“or a drug,” in line 25 of section 6, and 
then they unanimously indorsed a reso- 
lution supporting the Brosius. bill as 
amended. 

During the consideration of various sec- 
tions of the Brosius bill by the congress, 
it was moved that all reference to the 
National Formulary be stricken out, and 
this action was taken. 


An Interview With Ed Wells. 


Edward G. Wells, of M. J. Breitenbach & Co., 
returned a week or two ago from a month’s 
sojourn in the Bermudas. He had a pleasant 
vacation and talks entertainingly of his experi- 
ences. In conversation with an AMERICAN Druc- 
GIST representative Mr. Wells said: 

“Although I did not take the trip for any such 
purpose one of the matters I investigated to the 
best of my ability while I was on the island was 
the feasibility of manufacturing a concentrated 
esssence of onions without odor or taste of a 
disagreeable character for a cough syrup. There 
were several English merchants down there look- 
ing the.matter up, and if the plan had proved 
practicable it is quite possible that men like 
Arthur Stilwell, John M. Peters and Joseph Toy 
would have invested in the venture. But as 
far as the experimenting had gone when I left 
it could hardly be called an assured success. 

“T also looked up the practical uses of the root 
(sic) of the paw-paw tree while I was down 
there. The paw-paw tree was discovered in Ber- 
muda by the Portugese in 1620, and I learned 
that the extract of the roots (sic) was used by 
the natives to destroy the effects of the bites of 
venomous and poisonous serpents like the taran- 
tula and the centipede. The juice of the roots 
(sic) is extracted and put in alcohol and then 
sold in the drug stores. 

“Now as a rule the laborers in the fields and 
marshes are negroes. All the white people are 
engaged in the cities. It is these negroes who 
call for the root extract, and I found on look- 
ing the matter up as a pharmacist (Haemoglob- 
ogenetic?) that there is little real power to kill 
the virus in the juice. It is merely a supersti- 
tion, nothing more, but it is deep-seated and will 
perhaps never be eradicated. 
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THE ALCOHOL REBATE 
CLAIMS. 





Review of the Situation. 


The following able review of the exist- 
ing situation regarding the alcohol tax 


rebate cases brought under the Hoar 
amendment is taken from an _ editorial 
article in the New York “Sun.” It pre- 


sents clearly and succinctly the circum- 
stances leading up to the repudiation of 
the claims by the Supreme Court and 
the introduction of bills looking toward a 
rehearing of the arguments for the pay- 
ment of the rebate claims: 

Here is a story of the nullification of 
law by the Executive Department of the 
United States Government, and of con- 
sequent wrong to many American citi- 
zens, which we believe to be without par- 
allel in the record of legislation. The 
case has all the elements of public in- 
terest. 

When the Wilson revenue bill of 1894 
was enacted in the second term of Presi- 
dent Cleveland, Mr. Carlisle was the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The Wilson 
bill raised the beverage tax on alcohol 
from go cents a proof gallon to $1.10. The 
increase was advocated and enacted as a 
revenue measure. 

But alcohol not only enters the cesoph- 
agus as a beverage; it also enters as a 
raw material into the products of numer- 
ous. American manufacturing industries, 
products for export as well as for do- 
mestic consumption. To force the Amer- 
ican manufacturer to pay for the alcohol 
which he uses in the arts or in medicinal 
preparations a beverage tax of goo per 
cent. or more, for that is what it amounts 
to, was so manifestly unjust and against 
public policy, that special provision was 
made for the legitimate interests of the 
manufacturer in Section 61 of the Wilson 
act. This section was added to the bill 
‘during its passage through the Senate, 
at the instance, if we remember rightly, 
of Senator Hoar, of Massachusetts. It 
was in force until July 3, 1896, when Con- 
gress repealed it: 

“Any manufacturers finding it necessary to 
use alcohol in the arts, or in any medicinal or 
-other like compound, may use the same under 
regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of 
‘the Treasury, and on satisfying the Collector of 
Internal Revenue for the district wherein he re- 
sides or carries on business that he has com- 
plied with such regulations and has used such al- 
cohol therein, and exhibiting and delivering up the 
stamps which show that a tax has been paid 
thereon, shall be entitled to receive from the 
‘Treasury of the United States a rebate or repay- 
ment of the tax so paid.” 

We have given the exact language of 
the section. because the surprising situ- 
ation which has ensued depends upon the 
technical construction of the words, and 
not upon any question of equity or dis- 
puted facts. 


In the Nature of a Contract. 


Under this distinct statutory provision, 
this contract between the Urrited States 
Government and the American manufac- 
turers, the latter proceeded to buy and 
use such alcohol as they needed in their 
respective industries, paying temporarily 
as they thought, the goo per cent. tax 
thereon. In not a single case, it is said, 
was the price to the consumer raised on 
account of the apparent increase in the 
cost of alcohol. On the contrary, manu- 
facturers reduced the prices of their prod- 
ucts, and in many instances actually sold 
them at cost, relying for their profit upon 


the rebate of the alcohol tax, which the 
law plainly promised them. 

They never got a cent of that rebate. 
In spite of the mandatory direction to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to prepare the 
regulations under which the tax tempo- 
rarily collected should be returned to the 
manuiacturers, Mr. Carlisle refused to ex- 
ecute the law. 

No Excuse for Nullification. 

The excuse given for his astonishing pol- 
icy of nullification was that there was no 
specific appropriation to enable the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau to supervise prop- 
erly the use of alcohol in the arts. It has 
been shown since that this pretext was 
wholly without foundation. The appro- 
priations for that year included $1,700,000 
for salaries, beside $1,900,000.000 for mis- 
cellaneous expenses, and every dollar of 
the same was available for the perform- 
ance of the duty which Section 61 of the 
act of 1894 devolved upon the Secretary. 
Section 42 of the Revenue Act of 1890 
provided in similar although less manda- 
tory terms for the prescription of regula- 
tions to enable the American winemakers 
to enjoy their legal exemption from a tax 
on the alcohol used by them to fortify 
their wines. There was no specific ap- 
propriation in that case, either; yet Sec- 
retary Windom promptly executed the 
law, as was his duty, and it has been ex- 
ecuted ever since, down to the present 
day. Mr. Carlisle was the first and only 
Secretary of the Treasury who ever un- 
dertook to veto a section of a tax law en- 
acted by the Congress constitutionally in- 
vested with the power to say what shall 
be taxed and what exempted from tax- 
ation. He was the first Secretary of the 
Treasury to set up the theory that the 
ultimate power of taxation or exemption 
is with the officer charged by a law With 
the execution of that law. e 

A test case was made up in the hae of 
a suit brought in the Court of Claims by 
the Messrs. R. Dunlap & Co., the New 
York hatters, for the return of: about 
$7,200 paid in internal revenue taxes on 
alcohol used by them in their business of 
hatmaking while Section 61 was in force. 
The Court of Claims found for the claim- 
ant on all questions of fact as to the use 
of the alcohol and the payment of the 
tax, but dismissed the petition on the 
purely technical ground that because the 
rebates were to be paid only on alcohol 
used “under regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury,” the al- 
cohol had not been so used, Secretary 
Carlisle having failed to prescribe regu- 
lations, and there could be no recovery. 


The Constitutional Aspects of the Ques- 
tion. 

Then the test case was appealed to the 
Supreme Court. The appellants were 
represented by distinguished counsel, 
among whom was the Hon. Joseph H. 
Choate. The broader Constitutional as- 
pects of the question were ably presented. 
but were not taken into consideration by 
the Court. It would not be profitable to 
discuss here the opinion by which the 
Supreme Court. by a bare majority of 
one, four justices dissenting, held that the 
original failure of Secretary Carlisle to 
respect the mandatory provision of Sec- 
tion 61 constituted a technical bar ex- 
cluding these manufacturers from the 
remedy which is equitably theirs in the 
opinion of all men, and which would be 
legally theirs if the Secretary had obeyed 
the law. 
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A Remedy Proposed. 

A petition for a rehéaring in the casé of 
Robert Dunlap & Co. has been denied. 
Another test case has been prepared, in 
which the American Aristotype Company 
is to represent the common interests of 
all the manufacturers who paid the alco- 
hol tax at beverage rates and have failed 
to get their promised rebate. And to pre- 
vent the interposition a second time of 
the ghost of Secretary Carlisle, shutting 
out wronged citizens from the remedy to 
which they are justly entitled, bills have 
been introduced in both houses of Con- 
gress, in the Senate by Senator Platt of 
Connecticut, and in the House by Repre- 
sentative Russell, providing as follows: 


“That the failure of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to prescribe regulations for the use of 
alcohol in the arts and in medicinal and other 
like compounds, as required by Section 61 of 
the Revenue Act of Aug. 28, 1894, shall not 
operate as a defence on the part of the United 
States, to any suit of a manufacturer under said 
act brought in any court of the United States.” 


A Measure of Justice. 


It will be observed that this measure of 
obvious justice appropriates no money. It 
merely opens the way to the adjudication 
of legitimate and equitable claims of 
American manufacturers in twenty or 
more branches of industry. They have 
paid into the Treasury six millions or so, 
on the pledge of the statute that the 
money should be returned. Not one dol- 
lar of the six millions was intended by 
Congress to be withheld by the Govern- 
ment from its rightful owner. The money 
is locked up in the Treasury solely by the 
technical proposition that the failure of 
an executive officer to prepare regula- 
tions is a bar to recovery. It must be 
borne in mind that when the recent taxes 
for war revenue were imposed by law 
and fell so largely on these same manu- 
facturers of proprietary articles, the Gov- 
ernment held that the delay in issuing 
regulations was no bar to the legality of 
the taxes or to the practical collection of 
the same. It is a rule that should work 
both ways. 

The bill ought to be reported prompt- 
ly and passed unanimously. We do not 
see how any senator or representative can 
fail to see the importance of asserting 
the principle that the taxing power is 
with Congress, and that with Congress, 
and not with the Secretary of the Treas- 
sury, is the decision as to what shall be 
taxed and what exempted. 





Thomas D. Reed. 

We regret to have to announce the 
death on Friday, March 30, of Dr. 
Thomas D. Reed, of Montreal. Dr. Reed 
had a wide circle of acquaintances 
among American pharmacists as he was 
a fairly constant attendant upon the meet- 
ings of the national pharmaceutical as- 
sociations, both wholesale and retail. He 
attracted attention wherever he went by 
his quaint appearance. He shaved his 
upper lip and wore a long black beard 
trimmed to a point. A high bald fore- 
head and piercing black eyes made up a 
rather startling figure, which was only 
relieved by a genial smile and a manner 
that was at once engaging and frank. He 
prided himself on his knowledge of math- 
ematics and used to propound prob- 
lems to whomsoever he could buttonhole 
and get interested. For some years past 
he was editor of the “Montreal Pharma- 
ceutical Journal.” He was a member of 
the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, having joined in 1896. 
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Items of Personal Interest. 


A recent visitor in town was Henry Miles, of 
Leeming, Miles & Co., Montreal. 


Mr. Jaros, of the Vin Mariani Company, is 
booked to sail for Europe next month. He goes 
abroad for a pleasure trip. 


Charles H. Coe, the well known druggist of 
Birmingham, Conn., is reported ill. His friends 
hope for his early recovery. 

George J. Seabury, of Seabury & Johnson, left 
on the 5th inst. for Hot Springs, Va. He will be 
absent from the city about two months. 


F. W. McGee, of Cameron & McGee, Ruther- 
ford, N. J., has been spending the past month 
at Lakewood, in that State, enjoying a _ well- 
earned vacation. 

Charles N. Crittenton is visiting the friends of 
his boyhood days at his old home, in Adams, 
Jefferson county, N. Y., where he will recuperate 
from his recent illness for a few weeks. 


J. H. Reinhold, the druggist, of Erie, Pa., who 
has been abroad for two months, returned on the 
4th inst., and is now once more to be found be- 
hind the counter. 


The copartnership heretofore existing under 
the firm name of Martin & Stallman, drug brok- 
ers, was dissolved on March 31, 1900, by mutual 
consent, A. C. Stallman retiring from the firm. 
Either party can sign in liquidation. G. B. Mar- 
tin will continue business at the old stand, 93 
William street, under his own name. 


A. H. Kennedy is becoming famous as the 
“Rapid Pricer of Fulton Street.” In the course 
of an hour during the rush between 3 and 
o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. Kennedy has been 
known to price fully 300 orders from jobbers, 
say “How d’ye do” to a score of visitors, and 
answer three dozen questions regarding the 
weather, Dewey’s chances as a Presidential can- 
didate, and the Puerto Rican tariff. 


Henry E. Marvin, of the Walding-Kinnan & 
Marvin Company, Toledo, O., accompanied by 
his wife, returned from a three months’ Medit- 
erranean trip on the Augusta’ Victoria on the 4th 
inst. They were met here by Mr. and Mrs, 
Croxton, of Philadelphia, and the quartette, after 
visiting the trade and the Drug Club, departed 
for the Quaker City, and then to Toledo, by way 
ef Washington. 


Herman Breiting, the progressive and popular 
SS at Eighty-eighth street and 

roadway, has recently added to his establish- 
ment a plant for pasteurizing water. The plant 
is constructed in accordance with the most ad- 
vanced scientific ideas and is said to be one of 
the most perfectly equipped in the city. He has 
recently issued a very attractive little booklet on 
the subject of drinking water. 


Geo. E.. Evans, the well known importer of 
brushes, soaps and perfumery, of No. 3 East 
Fourteenth street, New York, has just returned 
from an extensive trip abroad, where he has 
materially strengthened his connections with the 
various European brush, soap, perfumery and 
druggists novelties houses. During his stay in 
Europe he secured several important new agen- 
cies, of which the trade will be informed at an 
early date. 


The death is announced of George Lamping, 
one of the oldest of Connecticut’s druggists. 
Mr. Lamping, who was 55 years of age, expired 
of pneumonia on the rst inst. at Meriden. He 
leaves a widow. Mr. Lamping was well known 
and extremely popular in New York. At differ- 
ent times he was engaged in business in New 
Haven, New Britain and Meriden. Some 25 
years ago Mr. Lamping, who is a native of Hol- 
land, was shipwrecked in mid-ocean. He was 
one of but three survivors out of many hundreds 
of passengers. 


DR. BIRD BANQUETED 
Dr. J. H. Bird, who has been connected with 
the Eastern branch of Parke, Davis & Co., 90 
Maiden Lane, for a number of years, recently 
announced his intention of severing his connec- 
tion with the firm and resuming the practice of 
his profession in Chicago. Dr. Bird occupied 


New York. 


| = 


DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


the Five Boroughs—Notes of 
New Stores—Trade Gossip. 


the first desk to the left 
from Maiden Lane. His geniality of manner is 
well known to every frequenter of the big 
offices and warehouses wherein the Eastern bus- 
iness of Parke, Davis & Co. is conducted, and 
it is not surprising that his friends in the house 
united to make his leave-taking a pleasant one. 
On Friday, April 6, some twenty heads of de- 
partments and others tendered him a _ farewell 
dinner at the Drug Club. Col. E. W. Fitch, 
manager of the New York office, acted as toast- 
master, and many excellent speeches, compli- 
mentary to the guest of the evening were made. 
Among those who joined in tendering the com- 
plimentary dinner to Dr. Bird were Col. E. W. 
Fitch, Prof. F. G. Ryan, of the Philadelphia Col- 


from the door leading 


lege of Pharmacy; W. B. Kaufman, Dr. J. Taka- 
mine, H. Turrell, S. H. Carragan, F. P. Tuthill, 
G: S$. Martager, W. P. Rich, W. J. Carr, F. 


Cuddy, H. Thornton, C. E. Smith, Geo. E. Read, 
A. G. Hostetter, A. G. Bissell and C. Bruun. 


StepHan B. Pappazoctou, 
Junior Member of the Firm of Botu Pappazoglou 
& Co., Kazanlik, Bulgaria. 
Stephan B. Pappazoglou, who is now visiting 
the United States, has had a most interesting 


career. Mr. Pappazoglou, who is the junior 
member of the firm of Botu Pappazoglou Co, 
at Kazanlik, in Bulgaria, was born in that town 
on Aug. 25, 1872. He received a collegiate edu- 
cation in the Robert College, an American insti- 
tution located in Constantinople, and conducted 
by Dr. George Washburn, of Massachusetts. On 
graduating from this institution with the degree 
of A. B., in 1894, he went to Paris, and took 
up the study of law at the University of Paris, 
being admitted to the French bar, and was later 
admitted to practice at the Bulgarian bar. He 
joined the Bulgarian Army in 1898, and after 
seven months of active service, passed the neces- 
sary examination for promotion to sub-lieutenant 
in the reserve. On leaving the army he entered 
the firm of Botu Pappazoglou & Co., and has 
devoted himself actively to furthering the inter- 
ests of this concern, which is one of the largest 
exporting houses in Kazanlik. This is Mr. Pap- 
pazoglou’s second visit to the United States, and 
he is very enthusiastic about the future between 
the United States and the Orient. 


Pharmaceutical Association No. 2. 
The Greater New York Pharmaceutical 
Society, with principal office in Manhat- 
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tan Borough, was incorporated at Albany 
on April 5. Its object is stated to be the 
fostering of trade and social intercourse 
among its members. The directors are: 
Leon E. Block, O. S. Donaldson, Thos. 
Stevenson, Guy E. Currie, of Brooklyn; 
A. L. Goldwater, David Kanton, William 
J. Robinson, Jacob Scheinblum and Chas. 
H. Halper, of New York city. 


MILITARY PHARMACISTS. 


Legislature Gives Them Commis- 
sioned Rank. 


The bill to increase the rank and pay 
of hospital stewards in the National 
Guard of the State of New York has 
passed the Legislature and now only 
awaits the Governor’s signature to be- 
come law. 

This bill provides for the appointment 
in each regiment of a military pharmacist 
with the rank of first lieutenant; the ap- 
pointment of two hospital stewards in the 
place of two assistant stewards, as now 
provided for in’each regiment; and for 
an increase in the hospital corps from 
thirteen to twenty-five men. The bill also 
provides that the military pharmacists, as 
well as the hospital stewards, must be reg- 
istered pharmacists. In order to be eligi- 
ble for appointment as a military phar- - 
macist, the candidate must have served 
one year preceding appointment in the 
National Guard or the Naval Militia of 
this State. 

An appeal is now being made to the 
druggists of the State to write letters to 
Gov. Roosevelt in support of the bill and 
requesting him to sign it. A hearing on 
it will probably take place before the gov- 
ernor at Albany in the last week of April, 
to which all local associations are strong- 
ly urged to send representatives. The 
committee which has had the movement 
in charge are receiving the very general 
support of the trade. 

In sending a subscription of $20 to aid 
in the expenses attending the movement 
Isaac E. Emerson, commander, com- 
manding First Naval Battalion, Maryland 
National Guard, writes to the editor of 
this. journal: 

“Having devoted sixteen years of my 
life to the retail drug business, ten years 
to the business of manufacturing chem- 
ist, six years as an Officer in the National 
Guard of Maryland, and having volun- 
teered six months’ service as an officer 
in the United States navy, in the war with 
Spain, it is with much pleasure and grat- 
ification that I note and approve the ef- 
fort that is now being made in behalf of 
the hospital stewards of the National 
Guard and the regular service, and I de- 
sire to compliment you upon your efforts 
in this matter and wish you success. 

“Enclosed herewith please find our 
check for twenty dollars ($20), which you 
will kindly turn over to the treasurer of 
the committee with our compliments. 

Other firms are expected to contribute 
with equal generosity, and all such sub- 
scriptions will be acknowledged in the 
pharmaceutical press. 


Laws and Rumors of Laws. 


As has been already announced in these 
columns the bill to amend the Pharmacy 
Chapter of the Charter for Greater New 
York has passed the Legislature and now 
awaits favorable action by the mayor be- 
fore it can be sent to the governor for 
his signature. No date has yet been set 
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for the hearing before Mayor Van Wyck, 
but when the hearing does take place 
there is likely to be fun. A new pharma- 


ceutical organization, the Greater New 
York Pharmaceutical Society, has been 
incorporated recently, some of whose 


founders are distinctly unifr 
men who are behind the bill to amend 
the existing law, and that they will ask 
the mayor to veto the bill goes without 
saying. The mayor, besides, is opposed 
to all charter-tinkering, and is further op- 
posed to any and all city bills bearing the 
sponsorship of Messrs. Mazet and Henry. 
Meanwhile the All-State Pharmacy Biil, 
dividing the State into districts, and the 
purpose of which is to create a new State 
3oard to supersede all existing boards, 
has just passed the Legislature, though 
with a string attached. The bill passed 
the Senate on April 4. Afterward, how- 
ever, Senator Armstrong, of Monroe 
county, moved that the vote be reconsid- 
ered. Senator Davis, of Erie county, 
moved as an amendment that Mr. Arm- 
strong’s motion be tabled. This was 
done. This still leaves the bill tied up 


iendly to the 


Lehn & Fink to Build. 


For some time past it has been an open 
secret that Lehn & Fink, the big whole- 
sale drug firm of No. 128 William street, 
were cramped by the size of their present 
quarters, and that it was seeking some 
place where it could stretch out. 

Its business was constantly on the in- 
crease, and it has felt the need of facili- 
ties that would enable it to handle its im- 
mense trade as it should be handled. 

The opportunity to carry out its 
wishes, however, did not come until a 
few days ago, and then it was seized with 
avidity, so that the house is now able to 
announce that it has completed arrange- 
ments by which it will be properly housed 
within a year. 

Arrangements have been completed for 
the purchase of two excellent sites, No. 

120 William street, and No. 79 John 
street. These two plots adjoin at the 
rear, making an “L” from William street 
to John street, containing about 7,000 
square feet. The purchasers will tear 
down the buildings now on the site and 
erect a modern structure, which will be 
occupied entirely by their own business. 
The price paid for the combined prop- 
erties is $151,000. 

At present the ground is covered by old 
buildings, whose usefulness has long since 
passed. That on William street has been 
occupied for years by Gifford, Sherman & 
Innis, and that on John street by Felix 
Campbell. Both will be torn down, and 
in their places will be erected a modern 
structure, especially designed and adapted 
in every way to the business of Lehn & 
Fink. 

Every possible modern improvement, 
every facility for the rapid and correct 
execution of business and filling of orders 
will be included. There will be passenger 
and freight elevators, electric lights, fire 
sprinklers, etc. 

The new location of the firm will be in 
the very heart of what is now recognized 
as the drug center, a fact made more 
conspicuous by the ‘recent purchase of a 
site by Mallinckrodt. 


The work of tearing down the_ old 
buildings will shortly begin, and it is 
hoped that the new structure will be 


ready for occupancy within a year at the 
most 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


SCARCITY OF DI DRUG CLERKS 
IN BUFFALO. 


Poor Pay the Reason. 


A CO-OPERATIVE DRUG COMPANY IN 


BUFFALO. 
Buffalo, April 6.—Buffalo druggists are 
again taking courage over the spring 


trade and find that certain lines are pay- 
ing quite well whether others do or not. 
The late cut announced by the depart- 
ment stores on patent medicines was ex- 
pected to do a lot of harm, but somehow 
it does not appear to have had any such 
effect, some druggists within a short dis- 
tance of the cutting center stating that 
they did not hear from it at all. There 
is a great scarcity of drug clerks, both in 
Buffalo and the surrounding towns. So 
hard has it become to get a good clerk 
that a rise of wages is likely to be adopted 
as the only way out of the difficulty. 
Good men are leaving the business be- 
cause they could see no chance of sup- 
porting a family on the wages offered. 
Still the pay is as much, in most in- 
stances, as the business will warrant, and 
there is not much prospect of any gen- 
eral improvement in it right away. 


The Buffalo Co-operative Company. 


The Buffalo Wholesale Drug Com- 
pany has now about got down to busi- 
ness and will soon be known as a factor 
in the jobbing line. It has already 
stocked up considerably and will proceed 
to show the good public that it is not a 
mere combination of retailers who were 
prepared merely to buy stock at whole- 
sale for the purpose of exchanging it 
among themselves, but it will be found 
that any retailer can buy of the company 
at regular jobbing rates. The company 
paid no attention to the effort to shut out 
new concerns who may have been under 
suspicion of belonging to the doubtful 
class and so had nothing to say when the 
effort came to nothing. The fact is that 
the company is a distinct step in advance 
of any retailers’ combine, for most of the 
members were as far advanced as that 
long ago and were not satisfied with it. 
Hence the new move. 


Lockport Druggist a Baron’s Heir. 

George W. Weaver, a Lockport drug- 
gist, claims to be one of about 300 heirs 
of Baron Sitler, who died about 150 years 
ago in Alsace. The estate, which is now 
the neat sum of $65,000,000, has been 
waiting a long time in order to collect the 
whole of the heirs. There are several 
other heirs in the vicinity of Lockport, 
all of whom have joined in an organiza- 
tion, as those in other States have done, 
They are, of course, very sanguine of 
success in the effort to land the property. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club is active 


these days. On March 29 Messrs. Reimann, J. 
\. Lockie, Keller, Perkins, Dedo, Schack, Hoff- 
mann and Schaefer, together with Curran, a 
— druggist, and Eugene Laurier, a Niagara 
Falls druggist, went to Rochester, where they 
took two games out of three from the Roches- 
ter club, making 2,976 points to Rochester’s 


2,902. Mr. Keller was high man that evening. 


The visitors were finely taken care of by Capt. 
Lutt and the Roche ster club, and a return game 
will be played before long. 


AND PHARMACEUTICAL 


RECORD. 


The drug store of Charles N. Riggs, whic 
has so long been a feature of the Iroquois omy 
is to be moved five blocks down the street, to the 
Lehigh building and located where the Lehigh 
ticket office now is, the latter taking the place 
of the drug store. The many patrons of the 
Riggs store will be sorry to lose it, especially as 
there is now no pharmacy left in that immedi 
ate Vicinity. 


The Red Cross Company announces the resig 
nation of President Henry Altman and prepara 
tions for holding of a special election to choose a 
successor. Mr. Altman’s health is poor, which 
probably accounts for his retirement. The com 
pany is of course greatly a with the big 
endorsement its pile remedy lately obtained from 


Dr. Amos Gray, of the District of Columbia 
Health Board, in the United States Health Re 
port. Not omly was this mention made without 


the solicitation or knowledge of the company, but 
it was unable to get copies enough of the pub 
lication to make a general distribution of them. 


Manager Bates, of the Dr. Chase Remedy 
Company, is ‘away on a Western trip. It is re 
ported that the company is preparing to make a 
large increase of capital to enable it to add ma- 
terially to its business in Canada and incident- 
ally on this side of the border. 


E. Dewitt, chairman of the committee of the 
vcgetoonee Association of America, writes from 
Chicago that he is preparing to select a big dele- 
gation tor work on the bill to repeal the stamp 
tax, and will soon announce the appointment of 
Buffalo representatives. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


A BUSY BOARD. 
Moving Against the Stamp Tax. 


BOSTON DRUGGISTS MEET. 


3oston, April 5.—The March meeting 
of the Boston Druggists’ Association 
was held at Young’s Hotel on the even 
ing of March 27. Hon. Joseph B. Mac- 
cabe, Samuel H. Bravo and Prof. Wilbur 
c Scoville were the guests of the even- 
ing. The question of continuing mem- 
bership in the Massachusetts State Board 
of Trade was discussed at length and it 
was finally voted not to sever connection 
with that organization. Hon. Joseph B. 
Maccabe spoke on “A Ramble in Tan- 
giers,’ and Mr. Bravo, recently returned 
from a trip to Jamaica, gave an account 
of the trade conditions in that islané. 
Elliott W. Keyes and Charles E. M. Har- 


rington were elected to membership. 


Registered by the Board. 


The board of registration in pharmacy 
held sessions for examination March 20 
and 21. Twenty-nine candidates were ex- 
amined, and the following were success- 
ful and were granted certificates: Frank 
J. Connolly. Cambridge; Patrick H. 
Burke, Natick; Bertha M. Haynes, Som- 
erville; Adolphus C. Loewe, Waverley: 
Wiliam Donaghy, Everett; Charles J. 
Sullivan, Lowell. Messrs. Connolly, 
Burke, Loewe and Miss Haynes are stu- 
ents at the M. C. P. The board is very 
busy at the present time and is holding 
many sessions. The reason for this is the 
rush of applications for liquor certificates. 
Up to the present tine 720 certificates 
have been granted and applications are 
still pouring in. The board wiil hold 
another examination beginning April 17. 


Class of 1900 Elects New President. 


C. O. Jordan has relinquished the pres- 
idency of the class of 1900 M, C. ing 
through illness, and gone to his home 
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in Maine. The class has since held an 
election of officers, with the following re- 
sult: President, Augustus G. Gigger; 
vice-president, Charles A. Wells. At the 
class exercises next month the opening 
address will be made by President Gig- 
ger, the prophecy by Helena M. Maloney 
and the valedictory by Mary E. Collins. 
On commencement day the class will be 
photogr raphed in caps and gowns. On 
the evening of May 16 the members of 
the class will entertain their friends by a 
ball in Pierce Hall with the usual accom- 
paniment of music and a caterer. 


Reduce the War Tax. 


The reduction of war revenue taxes is 
receiving much attention here and the 
National Association of Retail Druggists 
is being commended for its action in the 
matter. The association has_ recently 
issued blank forms to druggists who are 
actively engaged in securing signatures 
to the same. These petitions are to be 
forwarded to representatives in Washing- 
ton and bear a request that the taxation 
on proprietaries be removed. Many phy- 
sicians and professional men are attaching 
their signatures. Johnson & Johnson, of 
New York, have issued a similar memo- 
rial to retailers. The Boston Druggists’ 
Association has also taken the matter in 
hand and the executive committee will 
hold a meeting to-morrow to consider the 
subject. 


HUB NOTES. 
E. Levitan, 34 McLean street, is a petitioner 
in bankruptcy. Liabilities, $2,080. 


C. W. Towse, of the Junior class M. C. P., 
has assumed charge of the laboratory of the 
French Cocoa Wine Co. in India street. 


Edward P. Worth, M. D., instructor of general 
chemistry in the M. C. P., is serving for one 
month in the medical department of the Boston 
dispensary. 


The Association of the Alumni, M. C. P., will 
hold an annual meeting at the American House 
on April 12. There will be an annual election of 
officers and. a vote will be taken upon an amend- 
ment to the constitution. 


The police are again agitating the question 
of selling cigars on Sunday and on April 1, 
victuallen victualles did not sell the weed openly 
because they had been warned of the danger. 
The drug trade escaped the ordeal and made sales 
as usual in the convenient technicality that such 
sales were as drugs purely and simply.  Re- 
ports indicate druggists did a rushing business 
on the day in question. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Frank M. Breed, of Lowell, 
Sawyer. of Haverhill. 


succeeds G. Y. 


Preparations are going forward actively for 
the forthcoming meeting of the State Associa- 
tion, June 19-21. 


Fifteen Malden druggists have applied for 
sixth-class licenses and their petitions have been 
referred to the license committee. 


The following Woburn druggists have applied 


for sixth class licenses: Kelley & Callahan, 389 
Main street; Frederick P. Brooks, 361 Main 
street; Samuel Highley, 394 Main street; Harry 


A. Wilcox, 15 Pleasant street. 


One of the selectmen of Wakefield believes 
that some of the druggigsts of that town are 
selling liquor freely. As a consequence the 
chief of police has been ordered to keep a strict 
watch on these establishments with a view to a 
stricter enforcement of the law. 


“Ought not to pass” 


was reported recently at 
the State 


House on the bill to nrevent the revo- 
cation of pharmacists’ registrations upon con- 
viction of a violation of the liquor law. The 
same report was submitted on the bill to pro- 
vide that formulas of patent medicines must be 
printed on the bottles. Leave to withdraw was 
reported on the bill to tax department stores, 
and this report was accepted in the Senate with- 
out debate. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHANGES AT THE COLLEGE. 
Essential Oils Go Up in Fire. 


LIMITATIONS IN THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF CIRCULARS. 


Philadelphia, April 6—During the lat- 
ter part of March city councils passed an 
ordinance relative to the distribution of 


circulars and pamphlets, and it was al- 
most immediately signed by the mayor. 
The ordinance is as follows: 

Section 1.—The Select and Common Councils 
of the city of Philadelphia do ordain: That the 
fourth section of the ordinance approved the 


7th day of March, 1882, 
supplementary to an 


entitled an ordinance 
ordinance entitled ‘An 
ordinance relating to nuisances, gulag 
Sept. 23, 1864,’ which now rea To 
cast or place in the streets of the 
on the footways thereof, any paper, advertise- 
ments, hand bills or other waste paper. Any per- 
son or persons violating any provision of this or- 
dinance shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty 
(20) dollars for each and every offense, to be 
sued for and recovered in the manner that debts 
for penalties of like amount are by law sued for 
and recovered, be amended so as to read: To 
cast or place in the streets of the city or on the 
footways thereof, or into the vestibules or yards 
or upon the porches of any dwelling or ‘other 
building within the limits of the city any paper, 
advertisements, hand hills, circulars or waste 


city or 


paper. Any person or persons violating any pro- 
vision of this ordinance shall forfeit and pay 
the sum_ of twenty (20) dollars for each and 
every offense, to be sued for and recovered in 
the manner that debts and penalties of like 
amount are by law sued for and recovered. Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
held to apply to newspapers and addressed en 
velopes. 


For some time past the large propri- 
etary houses in this city have been work- 
ing to have this measure defeated, as it 
was contended that their business was 
different from the ordinary groceryman. 
Notwithstanding their endeavors the bill 
passed by a large majority. Hereafter all 
communications or a circular nature that 
nave been freely distributed by the patent 
medicine houses will be sent out in a dif- 
ferent way and it is understood that these 
houses will place with the drug stores 
throughout the city large amounts of 
printed matter which will be given to the 
patrons. Some of the houses, however. 
intend to send many of their publications 
through the mails, which will entail a 
considerable cost upon them. It is also 
understood that arrangements have been 
made with a prominent envelope address- 
ing house to have a large number of en- 
velopes addressed, as by this means the 
matter can be distributed. 


Changes at the College. 

As told exclusively in the last issue of 
THE AMERICAN Drucotst, Howard B. 
French was unanimously elected — presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy on March 26. It appears, however, 
that the nominations for president were 
William J. Jenks and Howard B. French. 
Mr. Jenks had held every position except 
that of president, and some were of the 
opinion that he should be elected to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Pres- 
ident Charles Bullock. Mr. Jenks, how- 
ever, was averse to accepting this posi- 
tion, but nevertheless, he was unanimous- 
ly elected president. which position he 
declined and then Mr. French was chosen 
to be the head of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy. Mr. Jenks was then elected 
first vice-president and Dr. Richard Mat- 


tison, of Keasby & Mattison, second vice- 
president. Dr. C. A. Weidemann 


was 
elected recording secretary. Wallace 
Proctor, Edward T. Dobbins and Gus- 


tavus Pile were re-elected trustees. Geo. 
D. Rosengarten was elected a trustee. He 
is a new member. As previously stated, 
Thomas S. Weigand, who has been actu- 
ary of the college ever since this position 
was created, retired and W. Nelson 
Stemm, who has been assistant actuary 
since January 1, was elected actuary and 
Thomas Weigand was chosen librarian of 
the college. 


An Explosion in Essential Oils. 


On April 3 an explosion occurred in 
the rooms of John Dittman on the south- 
east corner of Front and -_ streets, 
which caused a loss of $2 The ex- 





plosion set fre to the seta and had 
it not been for the prompt arrival of the 
fire department the conflagration might 
have been more serious. Mr. Dittman 
has for some time past been making ex- 
periments with essential oils and as he 
was desirous of getting quicker results he, 
instead of placing his experimental glass 
jars in hot water, placed them on a gas 
stove. The heat cracked the jar the mo- 
ment it was placed on the iron plate and 
an explosion ensued, in which Mr. Ditt- 
man was badly singed. The other tenants 
of the building were panic-stricken by 
the shock but sustained little loss. The 
occupants of the building were Murray 
& Murray, dealers in oils; John A. Mc- 
Cullough & Co., wools; John Dittman, 
essential oils; John P. Wyant & Co., 
printers. 


QUAKER CITY NOTES. 


R. W. Maris, ‘Twenty-second and Market 
streets, died of appendicitis March 16, after a few 
days sickness. 


A. S. Hollopeter, who for some time past has 
conducted a drug store at Frankford avenue 
and Vienna streets, has suddenly disappeared 
and the store is now being conducted by his 
father. Mr. Holopeter has been away for over 
two weeks and there are a number of people 
who would like to hear from him. 


who has lately celebrated his 
twenty-first anniversary since he mov#d into the 
building at Howard and York sfreets, has 
bought a new store at Front and York streets, 
and when alterations are made it is stated this 
will be the largest drug store in the city. He 
is having it fitted up with all modern appliances 
and he is sparing no expense in making it at- 
tractive. 


Robert McNeill, 


Thompson D. Riter, the head salesman of 
William B. Burk & Co., has a happier look than 
ever, and it’s all on account of an increase in 
the family; a boy. Mr. Ritter some six years ago 
had _ his family increased by the addition of a 
little girl. He was so pleased with the birth of 
a boy that, notwithstanding he lives several miles 
from the office, he found the cars too small to 
hold him and he journeyed from home to Sixth 
and Arch on foot. 


Pickney N. Pinchback, who has been owner 
of the University Pharmacy in West Phila- 
delphia for a number of years, died on March 
24 at Phoenix, Arizona, and on April 2 his 
body was brought to this city, where it was in- 
terred. Mr. Pinchback was the son of ex-Gov- 
ernor Pinchback, of Louisiana. Some time ago 
he was taken with pulmonary troubles and he 
went West for his health, but the change of 
atmosphere only sufficed for a time, as the disease 
finally overcame him. 


M. N. Kline is not only at the head of the 
drug business and his opinions are sought after 
by those in the trade, but he is in demand by 
State and city as well. There is hardly any event 
of note that he is not chosen a committeeman, 
and recently the sheriff was so well taken with 
the spirit in which he attended to his own affairs 
as well as working for the good of the city, 
selected him as one of the jurors to represent 
this great commonwealth. Mr. Kline is now 
posting himself in regard as to how lawyers try 
to circumvent the law and how so many inno- 
cent men are brought up for crimes which they 
say they have never been guilty of. 
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HEARD IN CINCINNATI. 
y. Ashley Lloyd has returned from Indian- 
apolis. 


R. E. Roberts has opened’a store at Lancaster, 

7. 

E. Y. Johnston has sold out his Louisville 
pharmacy. 


L. B. Rosenfield has bought out the Berry 
pharmacy at Cochrane, Ky. 


Dow’s pharmacy, at Seventh and Race, has 
been resplendent with purple during the week. 


Prof. C. G. Lloyd, the well known Cincinnati 
botanist, is expected home from Samoa soon. 


_Ed C. Jungkind, the well known druggist of 
San Antonio, Tex., has returned to the Lone 
Star State. 


Werner & Simonson have received a large 
number of cases for analysis lately from various 
parts of the country. 


A Terre Haute, Ind., druggist and four of his 
clerks were recently placed under arrest charged 
with entering a conspiracy to blow up a drug 
store. 


Prof. French, the well known chemist who was 
recently det out of the faculty of the University 
of Cincinnati, will make an extended Western 
trip soon. 


Kentucky pharmacists are much pleased over 
the recently enacted law to provide for periodi- 
cal inspections. This will probably do away with 
grocers selling patent medicines. 


_ George Eger, the well known veteran pharma- 
cist, is sojourning at Hot Springs, Ark., where 
he is taking the baths for rheumatism. He is 
reported to be improving rapidly. 


_ Kylius’s pharmacy has recently been the Mecca 
for hill-top cresidents who want car _ routes 
changed. 


Local druggists have been receiving the an- 
nual report of the Indiana Board of Phar- 
macy for 1899. 


Willie Kerr, of Frankfort, Ky., has been exon- 
erated of all blame in the recent shooting of a 
Mr. Sanders. 


John D. 
Clarksville, 
pneumonia. 


Moore, a prominent druggist of 
Tenn., recently died of catarrhal 
He was a Mason. 


Boehmer’s pharmacy, at Eighth and Central 
avenue, has recently been renovated and painted 
by local artisans. 


Walter Taylor has left the employ of Leech 
& Ellis at Glasgow, Ky., for whom he worked 
a number of years. 


Liquor License Troubles in 
Indiana. 


A number of Indianapolis druggists 
have been arrested on the charge of 
transgressing the liquor license laws. In 
commenting on the arrests the Indianap- 
olis “News” says: 

There are drug stores and drug stores. Many 
druggists of the city are careful to sell liquor 
only for what they believe to be for medicinal 
purposes. Others conduct a virtual saloon busi- 
ness. It is the latter class that are particularly 
obnoxious, and that every effort should be made 
to punish. This business should be broken up 
if there is gd pet in the law to break it up. 
The present raid of the grand jury and the treat- 
ment of the offenders seem to us to be somewhat 
lacking in discrimination. Good druggists and 
bad are treated alike; that is to say, druggists 
that sell by the drink and druggists that sell 
only for medicinal use, are treate alike, indicted 
alike and fined alike. Even the good druggists 
violate the law as the law stands, and so there is 
no defense, but certainly they ought not in the 

ublic mind or by the operation of the courts to 
¢ put on an exact equality with the men that 
notoriously use the drug trade as a blind for a 
virtual saloon business. The proper course for 
the druggist is to sell liquor only on physicians’ 
prescriptions. 


Druggists Favor Poison Bill. 


Many Ohio druggists express them- 
selves in favor of the poison bill intro- 
duced in the Legislature by Dr. Frank 
Hendley, as it is claimed that it will reg- 
ulate the sale of strychnin, morphin, co- 
caine, cyanid of potassium and other dan- 
gerous products used for criminal pur- 
poses. 


CHICAGO STUDENTS IN 
DETROIT. 





PHARMACISTS AND DOCTORS IN- 
SPECT LABORATORIES. 


Detroit, March 24.—-A body of 116 stu- 
dents from the Chicago College of Phar- 
macy and Rush Medical College came to 
this city Thursday evening, the 22d inst., 
as the guests of Parke, Davis & Co. Pro- 
fessor Hallberg accompanied the phar- 
mics to see that they preserved their Chi- 
cago behavior, and Professor Parker had 
the medics in charge. Friday morning 
was spent in going through the extensive 
and fascinating biological department 
and stables where the various serums and 
vaccines are made, where nearly 5,000 an- 
imals of various kinds—horses, cattle, 
guinea pigs, roosters, frogs, etc.—are 
kept for these purposes, and where cer- 
tain drugs are tested physiologically— 
i. e., upon the living animal. The process 
of manufacturing diphtheria antitoxin in 
the blood of the horse was explained, and 
one horse was injected with the toxin and 
another bled for the serum in order that 
the boys could see how the operations 
were performed. 

In the afternoon a tour was made of 
the rest of the laboratory, after which the 
party was marshalied in the main court 
yard and a fire alarm sent in, that the fa- 
cility and completeness of the fire depart- 
ment of the plant might be seen. Within 
forty seconds after the alarm two streams 
were sent flying upward, and an instant 
later three more followed amid the en- 
thusiastic cheers of the visitors. Light 
refreshments were then served in one of 
the large rooms of the new annex, after 
which the “aggregation,” as Prof. Hall- 
berg termed it, was taken back to the 
Russel House. 

The visit was most pleasantly consum- 
mated in the evening by a banquet. After 
the many course dinner had been enjoyed, 
and an orchestra and a male quartette 
had enlivened the occasion by music, 
speeches were in order. Mr. James E. 
Bartlett acted as toastmaster. Mr. Wet- 
zel, secretary of Parke, Davis & Co., told 
the boys how honored he felt that they 
“had left their happy homes for Parke, 
Davis & Co.,” to which, with ready wit, 
the president of the senior class of the 
pharmics later replied in his speech that 
“they would like to leave them again.” 
Professor Hallberg made one of his en- 
tertaining, pungent and able speeches, 
and he was followed by Professor Parker, 
Mr. Joseph Helfman and a representative 
each of the pharmics and medics. 

The following druggists of Chicago ac- 
companied the party: Messrs. Rice, Eg- 
ler, Binz, Lueder, Swannel, Kask, Bland- 
ing (with E. H. Sargent & Co.), Hough- 
ton, Batt, Cooban, Malone, Wert (man- 
ager Auditorium Pharmacy), Zuber, Ca- 
ron, Hurry (with Geo. R. Baker), Trien- 
nens (manager of Buck & Rayner’s 
store). The party left Friday night for 
Chicago on the 11:10 sleeper. 


Little Lou—Mah mammy wants ter 
know ef yo’ got anay stylish color-dyes. 
‘ Drug Clerk—What does she want it 
for: 

Little Lou—She done got de misery 
in her stummick, an’ de doctor say she 
must diet; an’ she say if she had ter dye 
it she want it some han’some color.— 
Judge. 
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ILLINOIS. 


NEW CUTTER IN CHICAGO. 





Slot Telephone Wins. 





GROWTH OF WARD ASSOCIATIONS. 





N. W. D. A. Committee Meets. 


Chicago, April 3.—Committeemen of 
the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation met at the Auditorium and se- 
lected Chicago as the place and Septem- 
ber 10 to 14 as the date of the next an- 
nual convention of the association. The 
Proprietary Association of America is to 
hold its convention at the same time. The 
committeemen of the N. A. R. D. have 
not yet reached a decision. The two con- 
ventions will be held at the Auditorium 
and it is expected that goo delegates will 
be in attendance. The meeting, owing to 
the weight of matters to be considered, is 
likely to be one of the most important 
held in recent years. _ A series of theater 
parties, receptions and other forms of en- 
tertainment has been provided. The pro- 
gramme for each day is put in charge of 
sub-committee men. The main feature of 
the entertainment will be a trip to Mack- 
inac island, the noted summer resort at 
the north end of the lake, on the steamer 
Manitou, one of the handsomest vessels 
on inland waters. The steamer will leave 
September 14 and return September 16. 
It has been chartered at a cost of $3,400 
for the use of the delegates. A committee 
of ways and means was appointed with 
J. R. Kathrens as chairman. Other mem- 
bers of the committee present were: 
Charles F. Weller, Omaha; C. P. Engel- 
hard, Chicago; F. M. Oldena, Detroit; 
E. D. Kenfield, Chicago; C. G. Stone, 
New York; E. H. Buehler, Chicago; D. 
Van Ness Person, Chicago; Joseph 
Kearney, Chicago; M. L. Barrett, Chi- 
cago; Thomas A. Cobb, Milwaukee; J. 
E. Toms, Kansas City; G. D. Searle, 
Chicago; J. R. Owen, Chicago; D. Y. 
Wheeler, Denver; Godfrey H. Ball, Chi- 
cago, and E. C. Homan, New York. 





A Big Cut Rate Store. 


Considerable of a stir has resulted in 
local drug circles from the announce- 
ment that a new cut-rate store, which the 
owners claim will be the finest drug store 
in the United States, is to be opened at 
150 State street, one of the busiest spots 
on Chicago’s busiest thoroughfare. It 
will be called the “Public Drug Store.” 
Stephen Hexter, who was with the New 
York Pharmacal Company and Arlington 
Chemical Company for ten or more years, 
is president of the company. It is ex- 
pected that the store will be opened May 
1. The ceiling and decorations will be in 
coral and gold and, according to Mr. 
Hexter, the fountain will be the finest 
money can buy. A more unpleasant 
prospect for druggists it would be hard 
to imagine, for the store is being opened 
with the avowed intention of cutting as 
hard as possible. Incorporation papers 
have just been filed at Springfield. 


The Board at Work. 


At the last meeting of the State Board 
of Pharmacy a committee was appointed 
to look up the statutes and find out how 
cattle medicines are to be treated. In 
the country districts these medicines are 
being sold generally and the report of the 
board’s action spread rapidly. Members 
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of the board say they have been misun- 
derstood, that they have taken no action 
likely to injure any interests, but that they 
merely want to know where they stand. 
The stock food people, however, were 
stirred up and were ready for any radical 
action, The committee consists of Messrs. 
Schwartz, Simpson and Jewett. 


The Noel Case in the Supreme Court. 


An appeal from the Criminal Court of 
Cook County in the case of the people 
against Theo. Noel has been filed in the 
Supreme Court at Springfield. Noel was 
fined $20 and costs for an alleged viola- 
tion of the pharmacy act, it being claimed 
that he sold medicines without authority 
from the State board. Noel claims that 
he made application for a license, which 
was refused by the board. The brief filed 
in the case attacks the constitutionality of 
the pharmacy act. 


The Slot Telephone Wins. 


Friends of the slot machine believe they 
have won a notable victory. Assistant 
Corporation Counsel W. H. Arthur has 
rendered an opinion that the ordinance 
prohibiting the use of slot machines on 
telephones is of doubtful legality. As a 
consequence the judiciary committee of 
the council took no action on the meas- 
ure that has been before it for some time. 

It was decided to pass the ordinance 
on to the next judiciary committee, which 
will be appointed as soon as the new 
council gets down to work. Many at- 
tacks have been made on the dime-in-the- 
slot device and its friends and foes have 
been active for a long time. Corpora- 
tion Council Beale first favored the ap- 
paratus, then Corporation Counsel 
Thornton opposed it, and now it is again 
given support in the city hall. 


Twelfth Ward Druggists Unite. 


Druggists of the Twelfth ward have 
joined in the movement for associations. 
On the night of March 26 they met at the 
People’s Institute and organized for mu- 
tual benefit under the name of the Twelfth 
Ward Druggists’ Association. They are 
affiliated with the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association. In the by-laws the ob- 
jects of the association are set forth as 
follows: 

To encourage sociability among the 
druggists of the Twelfth ward, to discuss 
the laws and ordinances now in force 
that relate to the conduct of the drug 
business in order that the possession ot 
information in regard to these laws may 
prevent prosecution for technical viola- 
tions, such as hangers on of justice courts 
have from time to time found opportunity 
to institute. to determine the attitude of 
druggists toward the proposed changes 
of the pharmacy laws. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, John I. Straw; vice-president, 
George H. Ackerman; secretary, Ross E. 
Smith; and press representative, Thomas 


V. Wooten. 
CHICAGO NOTES. 


A. 5. Booth, of Springfield, Ill., is about to 
open a new store. 


Golden Brothers have just opened a pharmacy 
at 5617 West Madison street, Austin. 


John Whitall, of Philadelphia, and C. A, Ta- 
tum, of New York, paid visits to the Chicago 
office of Whitall, Tatum & Co., recently. 


D. Van Ness Person, publisher of the “Paint, 
Oil and Drug Review,” is one of the alder- 
Manic candidates in the third ward. He is a 

mocrat. 


Bauer & Black have issued an invitation to the 
members of the Chicago Veteran Druggists’ Asso- 
ciations to inspect their plant April 7. After re- 
turning to the city dinner will be served at the 
Union restaurant. 


The fact that druggists of Wabash, Ind., have 
combined to raise the price of ice cream soda 
from 5 to 8 cents a drink caused a local paper 
to remark that the trust ridden city will be un- 
grateful if it does not cast a solid vote for 
Bryan. 


Peter Van Schaack, as a member of the Hol- 
land society, will leave this month for Holland 
to give Queen Wilhelmine a copy of Chief 
Pokagon’s book, ‘‘The Queen of ie Woods.” 
The book was presented by the old chief’s son, 
Chief Charles Pokagon, leader of the Potta- 
watomie tribe. 


Unique invitations were issued for the com- 
mencement exercises of the School of Pharmacy 
of Northwestern University at Handel Hall on 
the afternoon of April 6. Prof. Albert Schneid- 
er took for the subject of the commencement 
address: ‘*Parocelsus—Egotist, Idealist, Re- 
former.” 

Jeanette Patterson, 16 years old, was instantly 
killed at the Twenty-ninth street and Stewart 
avenue railroad crossing March 20 while going 
to work at the Bauer & Black factory. She 
was run down by an engine. ‘lhe crosssing is 
not far from the factory and is considered ex- 
tremely dangerous. 


Extensive changes are to be made in the old 
store of Dale & Sempile, at Clark and Madison 
streets. A mosaic floor is to be laid and new 
fixtures will be put in. Some of the stones now 
in the floor are worn down half an inch owing to 
the enormous amount of business that has been 
done in the store for years. 


The store of H. H. Hubbard at Thirty-ninth 
street and Cottage Grove avenue, has been 
closed by Mr. Gore, Mr. Hubbard’s former part- 
ner. They separated several years ago. This 
was the one store in Chicago that had no show 
windows. The floor ran into the windows with- 
out the ledges on which the goods are usually 
displayed. 


John Nechvatal, a drug clerk employed at 709 
Milwauke avenue, shot and killed Louis Blunk- 
enboe, a painter, at Milwaukee and Ashland ave- 
nues, at an early hour March 19. Nechvatal was 
exonerated by a coroner’s jury as it was shown 
that Blunkenboe fell against the drug clerk and 
his brother, and followed that up by abusing and 
threatening them. 


Myrtle Smith asked the clerk in M. J. Ehr- 
lich’s drug store to sell her cents worth of 
poison on the night of March 18. The clerk 
gave her a harmless powder. She took the pow- 
der to a nearby saloon, put it into a glass of beer 
which she drank and then sat down to die. 
While waiting for the powder to take effect she 
was arrested. . 


A second excursion to the laboratories of 
Parke, Davis & Co., at Detroit, was scheduled 
for April 5 owing to the success of the first trip. 
A special train was placed at the disposal _of the 
company’s guests who were taken from Chicago 
to Detroit. *The first excursion, March 22, was 
for the benefit of students of Rush Medical Col- 
lege and the Chicago College of Pharmacy and 
it was decided to repeat it. 


A boiler used in making hot soda water at 
the Golden Eagle pharmacy, North avenue and 
Clark street, exploded March 25. A _ valuable 
soda fountain and a plate glass window were 
wrecked. Pieces of the window were thrown 
across the street and some pedestrians had nar- 
row escapes. More than $200 damage was done 
to the stock. A. C. Singer, the manager, be- 
lieves the safety valve became clogged. 


Otto Domke, a clerk in the mailing department 
of the Heath & Milligan Manufactur.ng Co., 170 
Randolph street, has been put under arrest. It 
is charged that he has been robbing his em- 
ployers of stamps for three years. Detectives 
followed Domke to the drug store of James S. 
Mattes at 1540 West Twenty-second _ street, 
where, it is charged, he sold the stamps at a dis- 
count. Six hundred two-cent stamps were re- 
covered. 


Ennis Knott, once an influential druggist of 
Minneapolis, was Se under arrest recently for 
trying to make off with two satchels belonging 
to H. Harwick. Mr. Knott grabbed the satchels 
and ran, with Harwick and a growing crowd in 
pursuit. At the Harrison street police station 
Mr. Knott said he had been drinking heavily and 
did not know what he was doing. he case was 
set for hearing in a police court but prosecution 
was dropped. Mr. Knott at one time owned two 
drug stores and was worth $50,000. 


The Chicago Telephone Company recently an- 
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nounced that the $150 and $125 rates on instru- 


ments would be cut to $100. After. that an- 
other announcement was made that the cut 
would affect only residence telephones. In in- 


terviews the officials of the company then said 
that very few residence telephones would be 
affected, so the telephone situation is not likely 
to be changed. Tall reductions have been made 
that are of benefit to residents of the suburbs. 
It is thought that the company has been aroused 
by the fear of competition. 


NOTES FROM ST. ‘LOUIS. 


Dr. M. G. Hatcher, Jefferson and Geyer ave 
nues, is moving his drug store into new quarters 
a few doors from his old location. 


Kring Bros. have moved the drug store which 
they recently purchased from Tenth street and 
Park avenue, to 4500 South Broadway. 

“- « “= 4 
_ “Mike” Aurendes, the popular city salesman 
for the J. S. Merrell Drug Co., is smiling over 
the arrival of a new boy in his family. 


The commencement exercises of the St. Louis 


’ College of Pharmacy will take place on the 12th 


?_ the banquet at the Southern hotei on the 
11th. 


A. J. Kidd, who a few months ago opened a 
very handsome drug store at Taylor avenue and 
Morgan streets, died after a long illness, on 
March 21. 


J. A. Pritchet has purchased IF. R. Hoogan’s 
interest in the Olive street pharmacy. Mr. Hoo- 
gan has gone on the road for the Brown Medi- 
cine Co., of Tennessee. 


Word has just been received from Wm. Olden- 
dorff, a former prominent local drug clerk. He 
is now manager of the Alaska Wholesale and 
Retail Drug Co., of Juneau, Alaska. 


Charles Renner, manager of the Kaltwasser 
Drug Co., and Miss Carrie Thumser, sister of the 
well-known druggist at Menard street and Rus- 
sel avenue, were quietly married on March 31. 


Frank Huber, ‘who has been a drug clerk in 


- this,city for the past three years, has returned to 


his old home, Boonville, Mo., and purchased 
the Dan T. Woolridge drug store and museum of 
that place. 


John U. Bodenmann, formerly proprietor of 
the South Side pharmacy, 3100 South Broadway, 
has been home from the Klondike spending the 
winter, but recently returned to the land of gold, 
ice and snow. 


Liability for the Sale of Phos- 
phorus. 


Wm. M. Gibson, who resides at Miser- 
va, near Fort Dodge, Ia., became pos- 
sessed of the idea that he could illuminate 
the dial of a watch with phosphorus and 
make his scheme of use to railroad men. 
It was his idea that he would get a pat- 
ent on it, and roll in wealth. 

He sent to W. H. Forbert, wholesale 
and retail druggist, in Dubuque, for a 
few ounces of phosphorus, and the order 
was filled. The phosphorus was immersed 
in a vessel of water which was carefully 
packed in clay. On the outside plainly 
posted was a notice warning against re- 
moving the phosphorus from the water. 
Disregarding this notice, Gibson took 
the phosphorus out of the water and was 
marking on the wall, when by accident he 
dropped it on the floor and as he picked 
it up, it ignited and badly burnt his hand. 

Through his attorneys Gibson brought 
an action against Mr. Forbert to mulct 
the wholesale druggist in $10,000 dam- 
ages for sending him a dangerous chemi- 
cal. : 

The case was brought before Judge 
O’Donnell in Dubuque, who promptly 
threw it out of court, the evidence going 
to show that the druggist took every pre- 
caution to avoid accident in making the 
sale. 

The case is of great importance, as it 
would make pharmacy a burden if phar- 
macists could be miade liable in instances. 


like this. 
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Contributions 


Our Portrait Gallery. 





O. M. THUMLER, 
of Bauer & Black, 
the Pacific Coast. 
It is with more than ordinary pleasure that 
Drummerdom introduces to its reader this week 
the gentleman whose features are portrayed 
above. Much of the pleasure arises from the 
fact that we are able to present a somewhat ex 


Representative Chicago, on 


ceptional character. Few men of M. Thumler’s 
age can boast of an uninterrupted connection 


extending over a quarter of a century with one 
line of goods. This is a record to be proud of. 
Absorbent cottons, surgical dressings, medicinal 
and surgical plasters, suspensories are among the 
things that Mr. Thumler has made a specialty 
of and in the sale of which he has established a 
solid reputation and extended the name and fame 
of Bauer & Black, of Chicago, whom he repre- 
sents in San Francisco and on the Pacific slope 
from British Columbia to Southern California. 
Mr. Thumler is blessed with a charming better 
half who accompanies him on all his trips. 





The News as It Flies. 


Oxley, who represents Seabury & John- 
son in the Eastern States, and who has been ill 
for some time, is again about visiting the trade 
and receiving the congratulations as well as the 
orders of the customers who rejoice over his re 
covery. 


A. V. 


J. B. Davis, the Ohio representative of Sea- 
bury & Johnson, reports a better feeling in 
trade. Ohio druggists, he writes, seem to have 
little fear of business being hurt by the fact that 
its a Presidential year. 


S. Glaser, manager of the American Mercan 
tile Company, of San Francisco, was among the 
recent visitors to the drug trade of New York 
city. Mr. Glaser handles some good accounts on 
the Pacific coast, representing among others the 
firm of Magnus & Lauer, dealers in essential 
oils and perfumers’ materials. 


BOSTON. C. H. Clute has been 
blest with unusual tact 
and good nature. He secures_bountiful orders, 


accordingly, to’ the popular Florence Manufac- 
turing Co., which he so ably represents. 


for this column are invited. 
dealing with the news of traveling salesmen payment w 


articles 
made 


For available 


il he 





Sponges in every conceivable 
cently displayed to the trade in 
E. Bensinger, the genial 
& French Co., Philadelphia. 


style 
this 
agent of 


were re 
section by 
Smith, Kline 


after 
Baltimore. 


L. Forrester was here last week looking 
the interests of Sharp & Dohme, of 
He has a record for capturing orders. 


——. 
ew York, 


Rudoloh Wirth, the 
Fougera & Co . 


representative of 
s regarded by the 





trade in this section as Sa of tne family 
and a cordial welcome and a regular share of 
orders are always waiting for him. 


BUFFALO. W. E. Robeson, 
represents the 

branch of the French essential oil 
Antoine Chiris, paid us a visit late 
and took a goodly number of orders 


who 
American 
house of 


last month 


Wayte A. Raymond, as smiling as ever, took 
in the city drug trade for Aiived _H. Smith dur- 
ing the month and sold a stack of toilet brushes 


as usual. 


McKesson & Robbins sent Mr. McMillan here 
last month in place of the more regular sales- 
man, J. J. R. Whelan, who was able to dispose 
of a quantity of the firm’s toilet and proprietary 
articles. 


_ Frank L. Williams, who travels for the ‘“Tyr- 
ian” Rubber Co., of f Andover, Mass., spent some 
time here late last month and covered druggists’ 
and other trades that are in his line. a 


A. G. Singleton, the regular representative of 
Armour & Co., Chicago, was in Buffalo during 
the last half of March, selling the company’s 
beef extracts, digestive ferments, etc. 


Edgar B. Reynolds, resident representative of 
( havkes Hubbard & Son, of Syracuse, reports for 


business again, after having a rather close call 
with pneumonia. 
George E. Burrows, representing Schieffelin 


& Co., is due in a certain Buffalo 
exactly noon every fourth 
break this time and was 
the schedule. 


rug store at 
Friday, but made a 
two hours ahead of 


J. P. Jones, with Sharp & Dohme, who always 
used to promise to pay the freight, but who does 


it now without any promises, has been with us 
again and is away to other fields. 
ROCHESTER. Mr. Hale. the popular 


; salesman for the George 
W. Helme Co., snuff manufacturers, of Helmet- 
ta, N. J., takes and re gg our orders with 
pleasing promptness—in almost as quickly 
as one can sneeze after cling a pinch of his 
snuff, which is quick enough. 


_ R. E. Service announces his coming gaily on 
in a new automobile. He is up to date in his 
business as well as in his manner of traveling. 


_ George E. Burrows, representing Schieffelin & 
Co., New York, stopped in Rochester on his re- 
cent round and took a large number of orders. 


Charles H. Sutherland, who carries a: complete 
line of rubber goods for the B. F. Goodrich Co., 
was here a few days ago. 


W. J. Hynes visited the trade last week in the 
interest of Archibald & Lewis, of New York. 
W. F. Sohni dropped down on us lately from 


his balloon in which he makes his overland trips 
and showered us with all kinds and conditions 
of boxes. 


A. A. Stillwell’s able 


took the orders of the 
wax, cubeb berries, etc., 


representative, Mr. Ralph, 
local druggists for oils. 
the first of the month. 


E. Wheeler Case represents the A. R. Bremer 
Co., the manufacturers of Coke Dandruff Cure. 
He is an energetic and successful salesman. 
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G. M. Diamond is traveling for Stallman & 
Fulton Co., of New York. He carries a fine line 
of goods and offers some very attractive prices. 


PHILADELPHIA. O. B. Blackburn, the 


Eastern representative of 


Allen B. Wrisley Co., of Chicago and New York, 
recently paid us a visit and showed us some fine 
samples of soap. 

E. H. Beardsley, of the Lucent Oil Co., of this 


city, is doing some active hustling and gather- 


ing some nice orders. 


_The Buffalo Foundry Supply Co., of Buffalo, 
., is making a specialty of druggist’s char- 
1 and have a man here pushing the trade. 





coal 


Fred A. Fenno, the happy representative of 
Wallace & Co., of New York, has just left us 
with a big batch of orders for Sayo Mint Jujubes. 


CINCINNATI. J. W. Loeb, representing 
Reynolds & Reynolds, was 
in Cincinnati last week. 

A clever hustler who was here recently was 
3. B. Washburne, representing W. A. Bongham 
& Co. 

The New York Consolidated Card Co. was rep- 
resented this week by W. McD. Saurwalt, a well 


known commercial tourist. 
Local druggists and jobbers received a visit 
during the past week from Mr. James, the hus- 


tling representative of Codman & Shurteff. 


Dd. B: 


was here 


who knows all about perfumes, 
interest of Mulhens & 


Chandler, 
recently in the 


Kropff, of New York 
R. G. Eastwood, one of the most popular trav- 
eling men in the country, was in Cincinnati this 


week in the interest of the Arms Mfg. Co. 
salesman for 
with rheuma 


well known city 


Emil Schultz, the 
i Drug Co., is ill 


the Stein, Vogler 
tism. 
Gus. Danziger, one of the popular hustlers with 


the Stein, Vogler Co., is out again after a sert- 
ous attack of illness. 


of the 
Stein, 


sponge 


Max Fuchs, the clever manager pon 
Vogler 


and chamois department of the 
Drug Co., has returned from a trip. 


Frank J. Roe called upon the trade here yester- 
day with a full line of samples from David E. 


Green & Co., New York. 
D. T. Horton is another of our April callers. 
He comes from Henry Thayer & Co., Cambridge- 


port, Boston, Mass., and carries a complete line 


of fluid extracts, etc., etc. 


C. H. Sutherland is another very pleasant and 
business-like member of the great corps of drum- 
merdom. He is now traveling for the B. F. Good- 
rich Co., of Akron, Ohio. 


CHICAGO. J. S. Blitz, known as 
“Whirlwind Blitz,” has been 
heard from at Indianapolis. He is working to- 
ward Chicago. His house is the J. Elwood Lee 
Company that has just purchased the suspensory 
business of the A. J. Wells Manufacturing Com- 
pany, of Syracuse, N. Y. “Jack” says he will 
put the representatives of other houses in a 
trance with his new line. 


The L. A. Becker Company has recently sold 
three carloads of apparatus, consisting of 21 
Twentieth Century soda fountains, to the drug 
trade of Kansas City, Mo. The size of the order, 
coming as it did, from one town, caused consid- 
erable comment. 


W. St. Clair, who looks after the wholesale 
auton of Johnson & Johnson, in the West, has 
just returned from a trip to Detroit. 


W. B. Stout, Illinois man for Johnson & Tohn- 
son, recently put in a few days at the Chicago 
office. 

J. W. Blessing, with Wangler Brothers, whole- 
sale druggists, at Waterloo, Iowa, has been spend- 
ing a few days in Chicago. 





A. E. Hendey is a recent addition to the pay- 
roll of Parke, Davis & Co., havine headquarters 
in Chicago with Manager J. E. Bartlett. He will 
confine his efforts to the importing department, 
and assist Charles L. Gleeson, who looks after 
that branch of the business in Chicago. 


Dick Johnson, of Merck & Co., was in Chicago 
during the week of April 2, having just returned 
from a trip to the East. Mr. Johnson probably 
covers more territory and makes bigger jumps 
than any other traveling man calling on the drug 
trade. 
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The Drug « Chemical Market. 


Review of the Wholesale Drug Trade. 


It should be 
are strictly those current in the 
prices are paid for retail lots. 
necessitates a wide range 


understood that 


Condition of Trade. 


April 9, 1900. 
FIXRADE in the several departments of 
Drugs, Dyestuffs and Chemicals 


for the period under review aver- 
ages well with the corresponding period 
of che previous year, but this is the most 
and there is really little 
improvement to report in the volume of 
business transacted. The demand has not 
exceeded ordinary proportions and there 
has unusual movement in the 
way of speculative purchasing. The first 
of the year is usually a dull pe- 
riod, and active purchasing does not be- 
gin until about the middle of April. Job- 
bers are well pleased at the prospect and 


that can be said, 


been no 


quarter 


anticipate a satisfactory spring business. 
The recent decline in the price of quinine 
is attracting attention. While the 
shipments of bark from growing centers 
have been relatively small of late and the 
supply in the London market has fallen 
away, the market value of quinine does 
not improve, a most unusual develop- 
ment. One explanation of the decline in 
the price of alkaloid is that the domestic 
manufacturers have changed their busi- 
ness policy and instead of asking a pre- 
mium on foreign brands for their goods, 
as has been the custom heretofore, they 
meet prices on all brands. This theory 
gains plausibility from the fact that after 
successive reductions all makes, both do- 
mestic and foreign, have now reached the 
uniform level of 31c. There are few new 
features of interest to report in other 
staple goods. Cocaine has been again 
reduced by the manufacturers, but the 
decline cannot be traced to natural 
causes, since the supply of leaf continues 
limited, and little crude cocaine is being 
exported from the leaf producing coun- 
tries. The ‘reduction is not likely then 
to be a permanent one. Carbolic acid, 
the raw material of salicylic acid and the 
salicylates, having receded from the high 
range it held a short time since, a reduc- 
tion has been made in the price of these 
articles. Speculation in citric acid has 
sent down values and developments in 
this article are anticipated. Regarding 
prices a fairly firm feeling prevails, but 
the disposition on the part of both job- 
bers and manufacturers to urge goods is 
apparent. We note the chief fluctuations 


some 


wholesale 
The 
of prices. 








the prices quoted in this report 
market, and that higher 
quality of goods frequently 


of the fortnight in the table below, and 
comment on other features of the market 
in succeeding paragraphs: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 


Camphor. Cocaine muriate. 

Opium. Salicylic acid. 

Cod liver oil, Norwe- Salicylates. 

gian. Citric acid. 

Cream tartar. Citrates. 

Gum kino. Belladonna leaf. 

Digitalis leaf. Morphine. 

Henbane leaf. Oil anise. 

Senna leaf. Oil cassia. 

Blue vitriol. 

Pulsatilla. 

Ipecac root. 

DRUGS, 

Alcohol, grain, is firmer in tone and 
producers ask an advance of Ic., or, say, 
$2.42@2.44 per gallon, as to quantity, less 


the usual rebate; wood is passing out ac- 
tively into channels of consumption at 
the range go to 95c. for 95 to 97 p. c., and 
$1.20 to $1.50 for purified, as to quantity 
and brand. 


Acetanilid is without new feature of in- 
terest; the consuming demand continues 
good and values are steady at the quoted 
range. 


Aloin is finding a good jobbing inquiry 
with the sales at 40@s50c., as to quality 
and quantity. 


Balsam Copaiba, Central American, is 
in limited inquiry at the moment, only 
small jobbing transactions being report- 
ed; prices are, however, well maintained 
on the’basis of 36 to 38c., as to quantity. 
Para is held and selling fairly at 41 to 43c. 


Balsam, Fir, Canada, is held at $2.25 to 
$2.30, but we hear of no sales in excess of 
small jobbing lots; Oregon held at goc. 
to $1. 


Balsam Peru is dull and inactive and 
present quotations are merely nominal. 


Balsam Tolu finds only a moderate sale 
and the market is bare of interesting fea- 
ture; quoted 28@3Ic. 


Barks.—Buckthorn has sold fairly well 
in the interval within the range of 4:4 to 
5'%4c., cascara sagrada has received con- 
siderable attention both in a jobbing way 
and for large account and values are well 
sustained within the range of 5% to 6%c. 
as to quantity and age of hark ‘Sassafras 
is in steady demand and holders are firm 
in their views at 12@12%c. Soap, cut, of- 
fers in a jobbing way at 5% to 6c., as to 
quantity, with a moderate business re- 
ported. 


Buchu Leaves are taken indifferently, 
and with the absence of important de- 
mand values are easier, though not quot- 
ably lower. Short quoted 20 to 24c., as to 
quality and quantity. 


vw 


Burgundy Pitch is meeting with about 
the usual inquiry, and recent sales to job- 
bers have been at 2'4%4@3c. 


Cacao Butter has receded somewhat, re- 
cent offerings having been at a decline 
from previous quctations; foreign bulk 
now quoted at 39 to 4oc., and 12-lb. boxes 
2 to 43C¢c. 


in tone at 
say, $4 for 


Caffeine has 
manufacturer’s 
bulk. 


continued easy 
quotations, or, 


Cantharides are easy in tone, the de- 
mand being light; quoted 53 to 57c. for 
Chinese and 55 to 58c. for Russian. 


Cassia Buds attract little or no atten- 
tion, the season’s trade having waned; 
holders are, however, not making any ef- 
fort to urge the distribution and 25 to 
26c. is still named as to quality. 


Cocaine Muriate was reduced a fort- 
night ago by the New York Quinine and 
Chemical Works, the leading domestic 
makers, to the basis of $4.50 to $4.70, as 
to size of order, as announced in these 
columns at the time; the agents of for- 
eign manufacturers have since announced 
a similar reduction and prices are now 
uniform at the level quoted. It may be 
said here that the tone of the market is 
very firm at the range named, and offer- 
ings are made with reserve. See a 
further reference to this article in Review 
of the Conditions of Trade. 


Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, has been in 
active demand during the past fortnight. 
The interest in the oil has been stimu- 
lated by reports from the fisheries of a 
shortage in the catch and a lessened pro- 
duction of oil. Up to the first of the cur- 
rent month the yield of oil was 7,000 bar- 
rels against 13,000 on the corresponding 
date last year. Only two weeks remain 
for the Lofoten fishing and according to 
the most liberal estimates the total yield 
will not exceed 10,000 barrels, while last 
year there were 16,000. Practically no 
oil has been carried over from last sea- 
son. Meanwhile we hear of some specu- 
lative sales in this market within the 
range of $24.50 to $25.00. The ruling price 
at the close was $25 to $28 and holders 
are firm in their views at this range. The 
inside figure is believed to be under the 
import price. 


Coca Leaves have been received in 
some quantity lately, but almost all of 
the consignment has gone into consump- 
tion and values have not been affected. 


Truxillo being still quoted 23 to 24c. and 
Huanuco 32 to 34c. 
Citric acid, as announced in our last, 


offers at a reduction of 3c. from the pre- 

viously established range. There has been 

considerable buying of round lots since 
the decline in value, and while some are 
inclined to attribute the revision in prices 
to the influence of competition from the 
Sicilian product, large consignments of 
which have recently reached this market, 
it is believed that the purchases of round 
lots have been made for speculative ac- 
count. The market for crude has a strong 
upward tendency and developments are 
looked for at an early date. We quote 
the range at 38c. for barrels and 38%c. for 
kegs. 


Colocynth Apples are not inquired for 
to any extent, but prices are fairly well 
maintained in the face of a limited spot 
supply. 
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Formaldehyde is meeting with the usu- 
al active inquiry from consumers, and is 
now one of the regular staples. Prices 
are without change from the previous 
range. 


Manna is steady in tone with numer- 
ous small jobbing orders making within 
the range of 50 to 55c. and 30 to 33c. for 
large and small flake, respectively. 


Menthol orders are light and values are 
easy, though quotations are nominally 
unchanged, recent sales having been at 
$2.65 to $2.70. 


Morphine is offered lower in some in- 
stances, bulk being quoted down to $1.90 
for large quantities; ounce vials quoted 
$2.10 to $2.15, and eighths $3.30 to $3.40. 


Opium has undergone a further appre- 
ciation in value since our last, $3.25 to 
$3.30 being now named for case lots, with 
holders firm in their views and offering 
with reserve. Broken packages have sold 
at $3.30, while powdered is held and sell- 
ing at $4.10 to $4.25. 


Quinine has been in improved demand 
since our last, but prices are unaffected, 
remaining at the range quoted in our is- 
sue of March 29, viz., 31¢c. for 100- oz. tins, 
with a corresponding increase in price 
for smaller packages. We refer more fully 
to the position of this article in our in- 
troductory review of the condition of 
trade. As there stated all makes, both 
foreign and domestic, are now listed at 
the uniform price of 3ic. 


Vanilla beans are finding steady sale at 
the range of $10 to $13.75 for whole Mex- 
ican, $8.25 and to $8.50 for cut; Bourbon 
held at $4.50 to $9.00 and’ Tahiti $1.60 to 
$1.90. 


Sugar of Milk is passing out freely into 
channels of consumption at the range of 
10 to 13c. for powdered, as to quality and 
quantity; crystals held at 15 to 16c. 


Senna Leaves are firmer and slightly 
higher in some instances; whole packed 
quoted 23 to 25c.; Alexandria natural 10 
to 1ac., and Tinnevelly 12 to 18c. 


Saffron, Valencia, has eased off a trifle 
and holders are willing sellers at $9.25 to 
$9.50. 

DYESTUFFS. 


We have no changes of consequence to 
report in the general line of dyestuffs. 
The movement into channels of con- 
sumption continues steady at the quoted 
range of prices. 


CHEMICALS, 


Alum is selling well and manufacturers’ 
quotations are well sustained at $1.75 to 
$1.85 for lump, $1.85 to $1.95 for ground 
and $3 to $4 for powdered, as to quantity. 


Arsenic, white, is selling in moderate 
quantities only, but values are firmly sus- 
tained at the range of 434 to 5c., as to 
quality and quantity. Red is steady at 
8 to 8c. 


Bleaching powder is in good consump- 
tive demand with recent heavy transac- 
tions in English and German at $2.25 to 
$2.50. 


Blue vitriol has been actively inquired 
for during the interval and this, coupled 
with the strong condition of the copper 
market, has caused manufacturers to ad- 
agg their prices to the basis of 5% to 
sSKe. 


3oric acid is in demand and firm at 
manufacturers’ prices, or, say, 10% to 


lIc., and 11 to 11%c. for crystals and 
powdered respectively. 


Brimstone, crude seconds, is quiet but 
steady at $21.75 to $22 for spot and $21.25 
for powdered shipments. 


Carbolic acid has receded from the for- 
mer high range and now offers at 23 to 
28c. for crystals in drums and bottles, re- 
spectively. 


Chlorate of Potash is meeting with 
about the usual demand and sales are 
making on the basis of 10 to IIc. for crys- 
tals and powdered. 


Cream Tartar is held at a slightly high- 
er range, manufacturers now quoting 
23% to 23%c. for powdered. 


Oxalic acid has not varied to any ex- 
tent since our last; ordinary sales at 6 to 
6c. 

Salicylic acid is lower, following the de- 
cline in carbolic and the current sales 
have been at 52 to 54c. The salicylate salts 
are correspondingly lower. 


Tartaric acid continues held and sell- 
ing fairly at 32 to 33c. and 32% to 33M%c. 
for crystals and powdered, respectively. 

ESSENTIAL OLS. 
Anise is quiet and fractionally lower, 


$1.40 to $1.42% being now quoted, as to 
quality and quantity. 
Cassia is without improvement in de- 


mand and values are less firm, recent sales 
being at 85 to 95c. 


Clove remains in fair, steady position 
and sales are making at 62% to 65c. for 
bud. 


Cubeb is finding ready sale at un- 


changed prices. 


Sassafras, both natural and artificial, are 
in improved position, values are steady 
on basis of 35 to 37c. for the first named 
and 31 to 33c. for the latter. 


Wintergreen, natural, is held with in- 
creased firmness at the range of $1.50 to 
$1.75, as to quality and quantity. Syn- 
thetic is in better demand, though values 
remain at the old range. 

GUMS. 

Arabic of the various grades continues 
in good jobbing inquiry and at un- 
unchanged prices; first-picked quoted 45 
to 50c.; second, 32 to 4oc., and sorts 14% 
to iste. Senegal sorts held at 13 to 14c. 
and picked 18 to 25c., as to quality. 


Benzoin is quiet, but the tone of the 
market is steady with holders quoting 
2714 to 37%c. for Sumatra and 7oc. to $1 
for Siam. 


Camphor has been again advanced by 
the domestic refiners and 57c. is now 
named for cases. Japanese in ounces is 
quoted 57 to 58c. The revised range is 
given in our Original Package Prices. 


Guaiac is firmer, though quotations re- 
main at the previous range. For the 
small available supply in this market 
holders are asking 12 to I5c., as to qual- 
ity and quantity. 


Tragacanth is firm and unchanged in 
value. The business doing is confined 
chiefly to small jobbing orders with the 
sales within the range of 30 to 65c. for 
flake Aleppo and 40 to 85c. for Turkey, 
as to quality and quantity. 

ROOTS, 


There is little new or interesting to re- 
port as regards the market position of the 
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various medicinal roots. 


Ipecac has ad- 
vanced since our last quotation; but 
little interest is extended to it. There is 
a reported scarcity in ginseng and values 
are firmer, though quotations are nomi- 
nally unchanged. Notwithstanding a. 
very limited demand for jalap, prices are 
fairly well sustained at 11 to 12c. Mexican 
Sarsaparilla is held and selling at 8 to 
gc. Serpentaria is held less firmly, 37@ 
38c. being now named. 


SEEDS. 


Canary is developing more firmness in 
sympathy with the primary markets, and 
the sales were at 234@3c. for Sicily and 
21%4@2%c. for Smyrna. 


Caraway, Dutch, is without change at 


6%4@6u%c. 


Coriander remains quiet, though values 
are unchanged at 3@3%c. for natural and 
3% to 3%c. for bleached. 


Flaxseed has been advanced here to a 
parity with the primary markets, and is 
still tending upward; whole cleaned 
quoted $6 per barrel and ground 4c. per 
pound. 
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Hints to Buyers 


The full line of chemicals manufac- 
tured by Powers & Weightman of Phil- 
adelphia can be obtained from any job- 
bing house in the United States by speci- 
fying P. & W. It is not necessary to 
say any word of commendation of these 
goods as they have always stood without 
a superior in the world, 


Charles N. Crittenton & Co.’s cata- 
logue, which is expected to be an un- 
usually bulky volume this year, will be 
issued about May 1. 


We commend to the attention of our 
readers the advertisement of the J. C. 
Ayer Company, of Lowell, Mass. Inas- 
much as this house is one of the “Big 
Five” anything they have to say to the 
drug trade should be of interest. 


There is a liberal margin of profit to 
druggists in the sale of the Sovereign 
remedies, an advertisement of which will 
be found in this issue. This new line is 
being very widely advertised and prom- 
ises to attain a great and permanent pop- 
ularity. 


Every druggist sells Castile soap. They 
would find, however, that their sales of 
this article would increase enormously if 
they stocked Carmel soap, imported by 
A. Klipstein & Co., 122 Pearl street, New 
York. Almost invariably the customer 
will take a complete box of this rather 
than a single cake, and the demand for 
it is of a distinctly permanent character. 
Specify Carmel soap in your next order 
to your jobber. 


The great majority of druggists could 
use to advantage in their business a tab- 
let machine. We, therefore, commend to 
the attention of our readers the advertise- 
ment of the J. F. Stokes Machine Com- 
pany, of Thirteenth and Willow streets, 
Philadelphia. This machine is not alone 


of quite moderate price, but after many 
years’ experience has shown itself to be 
mechanically perfect and well adapted to 
the manufacture of tablets of practically 
every drug. 











